


Digitized by the Internet Archive

in 2011 with funding from

University of Toronto

http://www.archive.org/details/letterswrittenby06swif











p£t E T T E R S,

WRITTEN BY THE LATE

JONATHAN SWIFT, D. D.

DEAN OF ST. PATRICK'S, DUBLIN,

AND

SEVERAL OF HIS FRIENDS.

.FROM THE YEAR I7IO TO 1 74-2.

PUBLISHED FROM THE ORIGINALS;

COLLECTED AND REVISED

BY DEANE SWIFT, ESQ^

OF GOODRICH, IN HEREFORDSHIRE.

THE THIRD EDITION.

VOLUME VI. &>&<*
\*

LONDON:
Printed for C. Bathurst, H. Woodfall, W. Strahan,

J. and F. Rivington, L. Davis and C. Reymers, W*.

Owen, R.Baldwin, T. Davies, W.Johnston, T, Long-
man, and J. Hardy. MDCCLX1X..



Pit

pit



( i" )

CONTENTS
TO THE

SIXTH VOLUME.

Letter Page

LXXll.J) R. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - I

LXXIII. Lord Oxford to Dr. Swift - 2
LXXIV. Dr. Swift to Dr. Sheridan - - 4
LXXV. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - 7
LXXVI. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - - 10
LXXVII. Lord Howth to Dr. Swift - 12

LXXVIII. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - 14
LXXIX. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - - 15
LXXX. Earl of Orrery to Dr. Swift - 17
LXXXI. Mr. Motte to Dr. Swift - 18

LXXXH. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - 23
LXXXIII. Lord B to Dr. Swift - - 25
LXXXiV. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - 23
LXXXV. Dr. King to Dr. Swift - 31
LXXXVI. Mr. Motte to Dr. Swift - 33
LXXXVII. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - 34
LXXXVIII. Dr. Sican to Dr. Swift - - 36
LXXXIX. Rev. Mr. Donnellan to Dr. Swift 39
XC. Mrs. Pendarves to Dr. Swift 4.0

a 2 XCI.



( fr )

Letter Page
XCI. Dr. Swift and Dr. Sheridan to Mrs.

Whiteway - - 42
XCII. An unknown Lady to Dr. Swift - 45
XCIII. Mrs. Whiteway to Dr. Swift - 46
XCIV. Dr. Swift and Dr. Sheridan to Mrs.

Whiteway - - 48
XCV. Mrs. Siean to Dr. Swift - - - 50
XCVI. Mrs. Whiteway to Dr. Swift - 51
XCVII. Dr. Swift and Dr. Sheridan to Mrs.

Whiteway * -.' <l
XCVIII. 56
XCIX. Lord B to Dr. Swift - - ibid.

C. Mrs. Whiteway to Dr. Swift - -62
CI. Dr. Swift and Dr. Sheridan to Mrs. White-

way 64
CII. Mrs. Whiteway to Dr. Swift - - 65
CIII. Mrs. Whiteway to Dr. Swift - 67
CIV. Dr. Swift and Dr. Sheridan to Mrs.

Whiteway - 69
CV. Mrs. Whiteway to Dr. Swift - 72
CVI. Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway - 75
CVII. Earl of Orrery to Dr Swift 77
CVIA. Mrs Pendarves to Dr. Swift - 78
CiX. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift 79
CX. Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway
CXI. The Rifhop of Kilmore to Dr. Swift 81

CXII. Dr. Swift to Mils Harrifon - 82

CXil. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - - ibid.

CXIV. Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway - 84
CXV. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - 85
CXV1. The Honourable Thomas Career to

Dr. Swift - 86
CXVII. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - - ibid.

CXVill. Dr. Sheridan to Mrs. Alba Via 87
CXIX. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - - 83

CXX.



( v )

Letter Pag«
CXX. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift and Mrs.

Whiteway - 89
CXXI. Charles Ford, Efq; to Dr. Swift 92
CXXII. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - 95
CXXIII. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - 97
CXXIV. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - 99
CXXV. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - 10

1

CXXVI. Charles Ford, Efq; to Dr. Swift 103
CXXVIL Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - 106

CXXVIII. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - 107
CXXIX. Lady Howth to Dr. Swift - 109
CXXX. Thomas Carte, Efq; to Dr. Swift no
CXXXI. Dr. Sheridan to Mrs. Whiteway 113
CXXXII. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - If4
CXXXIII. Dr. King to Mrs. Whiteway 116
CXXXIV. Dr. Sheridan to Mrs. Whiteway 118
CXXXV. Dr. Dunkin to Mrs. Whiteway 120
CXXXVI. Dr. King to Dr. Swift - 121

CXXXVII. Earl of Orrery to Dr. Swift 122

CXXXVIII. Earl of Oxford to Dr. Swift 124
CXXXIX. William Richardfon, Efq; to Dr.

Swift - - - 126
CXL. The Hon. Mifs Davys to Dr. Swift 127

CXLI. Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift - 128

CXLII. Alderman Barber to Dr. Swift - 129
CXLIII. Dr. King to Dr. Swift - 131
CXLIV. Dr. King to Mrs. Whiteway - 132
CXLV. 135
CXLVI. Erafmus Lewis, Efq; to Dr. Swift 136
CXLVII. The Earl of Oxford to Dr. Swift 138
CXLVIII. Earl of Orrery to Dr. Swift - 140
CXLIX. Thomas Ferren, Efq; Mayor of

Cork, to Dr. Swift - - 1 41

CL. Lord M v to Dr. Swift - 142

CLI. Charles Ford, Efq; to Dr. Swift - ibid.

CLII. Dr. Swift to Dr. Clancy - - 145
CLIII.



( vi )

Letter Page
CLIII. Ladv Howth to Dr. Swift - 146
CLIV. Dr. 'Clancy to Dr. Swift - - ibid.

CLV. Earl of Orrery to Airs. Whiteway 147
CLVL Mifs Richardfon to Dr. Swift - 148
CLVIf. Dr. King to Deane Swift, Efq; 150
CLV1II. Alderman Barber to Dr. Swift 151
CLIX. Alexander M'Aulay, Efq; to Dr.

Swift - - - - 153
CLX. Dr. King to Deane Swift, Efq; - 154
CLXf. Mifs Richardfon to Mrs. Whiteway 155
CLXII. Loid Orrery to Dr. Swift - 156
CLXIII. Lord Orrery to Dr. Swift - - 157
CLXIV. Alderman Barber to Dr. Swift ibid.

CLXV. William Richardfon, Efq; to Dr.
Swift - - - 160

CLXVI. The Bifhop of Ferns to Dr. Swift 162
CLXV II. Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway ibid.

CLXVIII. Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway 163
CLXIX. Mifs Richardfon to Mrs. Whiteway 16+
CLXX. William Richardfon, Efq; to Dr.

Swift - - - - 165
CLXXI. Dr. King to Dr. Swift - - 167
CLXXII. Deane Swift, Efq; to Dr. Swift 168
CLXXIII. Dr. King to Dr. Swift - - 169
CLXXiV. Dr. King to Mrs. Whiteway 171
CLXXV. Dr. King to Mrs. Whiteway 173
CLXXVI. William Richardfon, Efq; to Mrs.

Whiteway - - 176
CLXXVII. William Richardfon, Efq; to Dr.

Swift - - - - 177
CLXXVIII. William Richardfon, Efq; to

Dr. Swift - - - 179
CLXXIX. Dr. Dunkin to Mrs. Whiteway ibid.

CLXXX. Mr. Secretary L to Dr. Swift 1H0

CLXXXI. Dr. Scott to Dr. Swift - 1 81

CLXXX1I. Rev. Mr. Throp to Dr. Swift 184
CLXXXJII.



( vii )

Letter Page
CLXXXIII. Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway 185
CLXXXIV. Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway ibid.

CLXXXV. Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway 186
CLXXXVI. Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway ibid.

CLXXXVII. R 1 N , Efq; to Mrs.
Whiteway - - - 187

CLXXXVIII. Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway 188
CLXXXIX. Mrs. Whiteway to Alexander

Pope, Efq; - - - 189
CXC. Mr. Pope to Mrs. Whiteway - 191
CXCI. Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway - 192
CXdl. Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway - 193
CXCIII. Earl of Orrery to Dr. Swift - 194
CXCIV. Earl of Orrery to Deane Swift,

Efq; I95
The Anfwer of the Right Hon. W—m P—

y

Efq; to the Right Hon. Sir R 1W e - - 198
To the Count de Gyllenborg - - 209
The Reign of William the Second, furnamed

Rufus - - - - 212
The Reign of Henry the Firft - - 236
The Reign of Stephen - 267
The Reign of Henry the Second. A Frag-

ment - 303
Henry the Second's Character. Extracted from

the Monks - - 309





Dr. S W I F T's

CORRESPONDENCE.

LETTER LXXII.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

DRDN May z6tb, 1735.

YEW mare aim Ember, a bout Ann our Ah
go, Ire it Sum Ann glow Ann Glee, I nim it ay

fhun off Ewers. Butt If here they rare mill eaks.

I few fine day nigh, Eye may Kit mire eak queft

Tom end dumb. They'll aid Eyes Name Lee
Mad damn Harry Son, White Whey, Sigh Cann
air ray dye Two join new, Sow add Yew Too
Ale even, Ewer Mow Stumble Add my rare

THOUGH MASS SHE RID ANN.

Meath ay two went he Sick'ft,

Wan thou Sand Say vain Hun dread &c.

Tooth ay Revere End Dock tore Jo Nathan
Dray Peer, Gull Liver, Inn They Dane
a wry.

Vol. VI. B LET.
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LETTER LXXIII.

Lord Oxford to Dr. Swift.

GOOD Mr. DEAN, Dover-ftreet, June 19, 1735.

J COULD not fuffer Mr. Jebb to pafs into

Ireland without giving you the trouble of reading

a few lines from your humble fervant, to enquire

how you do, and to return you many thanks for

jrour kind remembrances of me in your letters to

my good friend Mr. Pope. I am much concerned

for the account you give in your late letter to him
of the ftate of your own health. I fhould think

that the change of air, and feeing fome of your

remaining friends you have left in this ifland,

would be of fervice to you, at leaft to entertain

and amufe you : as for any other agreeable view,

I cannot pretend to flatter you lo far as that you
muft expect any ; that is over, as I believe you
know very well ; but as I know you to be a truly

good-natured man, I hope you will come over ;

for I affure you it will be an infinite fatisfaclion

and pleafure to your friends to embrace you here.

If this motive will not do, I do not know what
argument to make ufe of.

I troubled you laft. year with an account of the

difpofal of my daughter : it has in every point

anfwered our expectations and wifhes. I was in

hopes I fhould have been able to give you an

account that my daughter was fafely brought to-

bed : we expect it every day. My wife is pretty

well ; defires your acceptance of her humble fer-

vice : fhe, among others, would be very glad to

fee you here. My uncle, the auditor, is in a

very ill ftate of health : I am afraid he cannot laft

very long : his fon has, this fpring, put to Wejl-

3 m'm/ltr-
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minjier-fchool two fons ; he has three more and a

daughter. Mr. Thomas Hat ley has had the gout ;

but he is better, and is at his feat in Hereford-

shire. The duke of Leeds is returned from his

travels a fine gentleman, and has imported none
of the fopperies and fooleries of the countries

he has paft through. My nephew Robert Hay
travelled with the duke, and is come home un-
tainted, but much improved : he is returned to

Oxford to follow his ftudies : he defigns for holy

orders. My two youngeft nephews are (till at

Wejiminfler-fchool. Lord Dupplin has not yet got

an employment ; but lives upon hopes and pro-

mifes. My filler lives in York/hire with her daugh-
ters, as well as me can, confidering the times,

&c. &c. Now I afk your pardon, dear Sir, for

faying fo much of family affairs ; but as you are a

good man, and have always wifhed my family

well, I have ventured to be thus impertinent to

give you the ftate of it. Mafter Pope is pretty

well : he is under perfecution from Cur!, who has,

by fome means, (wicked ones moft certainly) got
hold of fome of Pope's private letters, which he
has printed, and threatens more. We are in fo

free a ftate, that there is no remedy againft theft

evils.

It is now time to releafe you from this dull

paper : but I mud allure you, what I hope you
know already, that I am, with true refpeft and
efteem, Sir, your moft obliged and moft faithful

humble fervant,

OXFORD.
Pleafe to be fo good as to make my compli-

ments to lord Orrery,

B 2 LET-
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LETTER LXXIV.

Dr. Swift to Dr. Sheridan.

SIR, June, 173;.

2 SUPPOSE you are now angle ling with
your tack ling in a purr ling ftream, or pad ling and
fay ling in a boat, or fad ling your ftum ling horfe

with a fap //zg in your hands, and fnare ling at

your groom, cr fet ling your affairs, or tick ling

your cat, or tat ling with your neighbour Price j

not always Toy ling in your fchool. This Dryes

ling weather we in Dub ling are glad of a Dump
ling, and Bab ling is our dare ling. Pray do not

look as cow ling at me when I come, but get a

fat ling for my dinner, or go a fowl ling for fill

ling my belly. I hope none of your Townsfolks
are Bub ling you : Have you a Bow ling Green at

Cavan ? I have been ill of my old Ay ling, and yet

you fee I am now as crib ling. Can you buy me
an am ling Nag ? I am bat ling for health, and jufr.

craw ling out. My Breakfaft is cut ling sand

fugar to cure the Curd ling of my blood. My new
Summer coat is cock ling already, and I am call

ling for my old one. I am cob ling my riding

ihoes * and cur ling my riding periwig. My maids

hens keep fuch a Cack ling, and Chuck ling, that

I icarce know what I write. My mare is jufr. foe

ling, for which my Groom is grumm ling and

grow ling, while the other fervants are gob ling

* As Dr. Shuijfi was, on all occafions. fond of walking,

he always wore ltrong jack fpatterdafhes, which he

could flip off as foon as he alighted from his horfe ;

and, to match thefe fpatterdafhes, he had ihoes ftrong

in proportion, to bear the dirt and weather ; but he

never wore boots,

and
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and gut ling, and the maids Gigg ling, and the

dogs how ling. My Bung ling Taylor was tip

ling from morning to night. Do you know Drive

ling Doll with her Drab ling tail, and drag ling

petticoat, and gog ling eyes ; always gag ling like

a goofe, and hob ling to the ale-houfe, hand ling

a Mug and quarry ling and fquab ling with Por-

ters, or row ling in the kennel ? I bought her a

muzzle ling Pinner. Mr. Wall walks the ftreets

with his ftrip ling boy, in his fham ling gait, as

cuff ling for the wall, and juft ling all he meets. I

faw his wife with her pop ling gown, Pill ling

oranges, and pick ling cucumbers. Her eyes are

no longer fpark ling ;
you may find her twat ling

with the neighbours, her nofe trick ling, and

fpawl ling the floor, and then (mug ling her hufband.

A Lady whofe underftanding was fing ling me
out as a Wit ling or rather a fuck ling, as if fhe

were tick ling my fancy, tang ling me with ques-

tions, tell ling me many ftories, her tongue toe

ling like a clapper ; fays fhe, an old man's dare ling

is better than a young man's War ling. I liked

her dad ling and plain deal ling : fhe was as wife

as a goes ling or a duck ling, yet fhe counted upon
gull ling and grave lino me. Her maid was hack

ling flax and humm ling her miftrefs, and how ling

in the Irifh manner : I was fool ling and fiddle ling

and fade ling an hour with them. We hear Tif-

dall is pufs ling the Curates, or mud ling in an
ale-houfe, or muff ling his chops, or rump ling his

Band, or mum ling fongs, though he be but a

mid ling verfifyer at beft, while his wife in her

Mac ling lace is mull ling claret, to make her huf-

band Maud ling, or mill ling chocolate for her

breakfaft, or ruft ling in her filks, or net ling her

fpoufc, or nurfe ling and fwill ling her grandchil-

dren and a year ling calf, or oyl ling her pimp ling

B 3 face,
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faee, or fet ling her head drefs, or ftif ling a f—
to a fizz //»£, or boy ling fowins for fupper, or

pew ling for the death of her Kit ling, or over rue

ling the poor Doctor. As to Madame votre femme,
I find fhe has been coup ling her daughters j I wiih

fhe were to live upon a Cod ling or a Chit or ling.

She has as mile ling countenance, which is yet

better than as well ling belly : I wifh fhe were to

go a bull ling and begin with a bill ling, and then

go to hick ling. She hath been long as cram ling

for power, and would fain be a fond ling, and de-

lights in a Fop ling, when fhe fhould be fur ling

her fails, and fill ling her belly, or game ling about

Cavan, or Gall ling her company. Why do not

you fet her a truck ling with a vengeance, and ufe

her like an under ling, and flop her ray ling, rat

ling rang ling behaviour ? I would cure her ram
ling and rum ling ; but, you are fpy ling all, by
rig ling into her favour, and are afraid of ruff ling

her. I hear you are fell ling your timber at Quilca

:

you love to have a fee ling of money, which is a

grove ling temper in you, and you are for fhove

ling it up like a Lord ling, or rather like a Star

ling. I fuppofe now you are vail ling your bonnet

to every Squire. I wifh you would grow a world

ling, and not be ftrow ling abroad, nor. always

fhake ling yourfelf at home. Can I have (table

ling with you for my horfe ? Pray keep plain whole-

fome table ling for your boys, and employ your

maids in teaz ling cloth and reel ling yarn, and

unravle ling thread without ftay ling it. Set the

boys a race ling for diverfion ; fet the fcullion a

rid ling the cinders without rife ling them. Get
fome fcrub to teach the young boys their fpell ling,

and the cow-boy to draw fmall beer without fpill

ling or pall I'm: it : have no more pifs to ling lads :

Employ yourfelf in nay ling your broken ftools.

Whip
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Whip all the libel ling rogues who are loll ling out

their tongues, and kind ling quarrels, and rave eye

ling their fchool-fellows, and flick ling with their

feniors, and fnuff ling in a Jeer, and fcraw ling

on the fchool walls, and fcut ling to the pye-houfe,

and yawl ling and yell ling to frighten little chil-

dren, and fowl ling the houfe for mifchief fake,

and grape ling with the girls. Pray take care of

fpy ling your younger daughters, or fly ling them
Pets *.

LETTER LXXV.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swif t;

Ah Mifs cell a knee.

DEAR SIR, Cavan, June 23, 1735.

J RECEIVED your letter with the formi-

dable account of your Lings, no lefs than 160 in

afh hole, enough to bear down awe hale. What
a Change Ling was I to prove oak yew by Grove
Ling in the dark as I did ? I fhould rather have

minded the Cop Ling of Timber for an old houfe,

which I am two reap air. ] am now dale Ling

with a March aunt for boards, a Droll Ling Logg
or he add. His nay mifs $£? ter, It hinc. Buy
thefe aim to ken his toll a fat Ling lamb from

our Butt chair. This fent hence I feris ad I fi

culti an dume me quit o ut buy awl it ell ftudij.

* The term Pet, which is a contraction of the French
Petite, fignifies a favourite. It is here marked with a

note of reprobation.

B 4 Now
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Now fora new e fi ftyle. 'Eu vu " Ivta *vg y-rluw 2? tc

ftand

Dye a blefs Inn Fern ale, bee caufe French.

eye

A very good name for fue chaw help meet.

Mice cool encreafes, and wood fafter, butt that

Eye will not a bait of my rates. Eye heave

Ralph ufed a bove as core all ray dye. I do not

yet hear of Matter Lucas from Cajile Shane, for

whom I have agreed, and have kept a room. If

you fee Dr. CoghiU, perhaps he may refolve you
what I have to depend upon, that I may not re-

fufe another in his place. I wifh with all my foul

you were here before my chickens and ducks out-

grow the proper feafon ; as for the geefe, they

have ceafed to be green, and are now old enough
to fee the world, which they do as far as our

river will let them fayle commodioufly.

Our mutton is the beft I ever tafted, fo is our

beef, our trouts, our pheafants, particularly the

eels. Dear fir, I am almoft perfuaded that the

journey hither will not onlv remove your difordcr,

but the good air will alfo get you a ftomach,

and of confcquence new flefh, and good health.

Your little flarts to the country from Dublin, only

make your lungs play quicker, to draw in more

of your city poifon ; whereas being here with me
in the midft of Arabia Felix, you draw in nothing

but balfamick aromatick air, the meaneft odour of

which is that of our bean blofibm and lily of

the valley. Every one fwears who looks on my
face, that I am grown already ten years younger,

and this I am almoft perfuaded to believe, becaufc

I labour more than ever, drink lefs, fee fewer

company, and have abundantly more fpirits. Mrs.

Sheridan began her athletic gambols by cuffing and

kicking one of the maids; for which I gave the

wench
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-wench money before her miftrefs, with inftruc-

tions to kick and cufF again j which had the

effect intended. We have been quiet ever fince.

I have almoft finiihed a walk of half a mile for

you, and now it is ready for a coat of coarfe gra-

vel ; for I cannot afford a rolling-ftone ; fo that

my garden walks will require a flrong pair of

Gerv.an fhoes. To my great grief I hear that my
lord Orrery is landed, and I fear will not be in Dublin

at my Auguft vacation. You are too happy while

he is in Dublin for me to inveigle you from thence

with all the charms of our Ely[mm. What would
J give that fome necromancer would fet you both

down at Cavan upon an eafy cloud, while my
good wine lafts ? If you would think it proper to

let five dozen of my //lal'ans wine come down
for yourfelf, I do not think it would be amifs ;

for I have a good cool cellar for it. I befeech you
to let me know the day you intend to fet out, that

1 may meet you at Vhginia j and be pleafed to be

there on a Saturday.

You give me a great deal of good advice in your

letter, for which I return you my hearty thanks,

and I wifh with all my foul I could take it as

eafily as you give it ; but alas, I muft fay as Tafjo

did in a letter to his fr.end Antonio Conjlantini, II

configlio di V. S. e ottimo ; ma io conofco gran-

difftma difficolta nell' efeguire lo.

Doctor was a fool to trouble himfelf about

his rampant daughter ; for he may be affured,

although he fecures her from the prefent lover,

lincc the love-fit is upon her, (he will try either

his butler or coachman. And poor fprig of Aj}>

I pity. He may now mourn in fackcloth and

Ajhes. I fuppofe he is fo much A/l) aimed, that he is

worn away to A/l) add dough : Vcfry, it feerr.s, was

Ajh Harper, and played him AJb fatten trick. H«
muft



C io )

muft have been AJh allow fellow, to lofe that

beautiful Trollop foeafily ; I beg pardon, I fliould

have faid fo Veafily. If he had been AJh hay rid

Ann, he would not have loft her fo eafily.

It is the faftiion here, among all manner of

parties, to drink the Dr2pier
5

s health. The rea-

i'on I give you this caw £hun is, that you may not
Ralph ufe it, when you come among us.

Ibis fee itch yew torn eak my come Plea meant
to Mrs. TVbiteway, and tell her no one in Ireland

fhall be more welcome to my houfe j do not fail

to hawl her down with you. I can billet her at

a relation's houfe ; and fhe can live and joke with

us the bed: of the day. Pray let me know her

refolution, that I may fettle my mind accord-

ingly.

My next to you fhall be in verfe, and what you
little think of; nor is it to be wondered, becaufe

I declare folemnly, I am an utter ftranger to what
I intend, either as to meafure, rhyme, diction or

thought. May all happinefs attend you. I am,
dear Sir, with all refpeft, your moft obedient and
very humble fervant,

THOMAS SHERIDAN.

LETTER LXXVI.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

DEAR SIR, July 5th, 1735.

J RECEIVED your two receipts, i. e. race

eats, or ray feats, and as foon as I can hear of

Higlnhoth'^n, he fhall get you the money. The
bifhop of Kilhnore has ordered him to get up all

he can for him in the firft place ; for you muft

know chat the bifiiop has my bond for the rent due

f
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to him, together with the fine, when I renewed

with him the laft February. This made me two
hundred and eighty pounds in his debt.—The
moment I can raife the Devil among the tenants,

I will fecure your poor money. At prefent I have

not a foufe but a guinea and an half, till fome bird

of paiTage brings me fome. You muft know that

I have lately been be-Sheridan'd. A damnable

rogue, one William Sheridan, coufin to counfellor

Sheridan, has run away three-fcore and fix pounds

in mydebt. He was tenant to Drumcor and Bleny-

cup, part of the lands which I fold you. I writ to

counfellor Callaghan about him, and he tells me
that I muft ejedt him legally before I can fet tq

another, although 1 have no diftrefs on the land,

but two acres of growing wheat. The villain

keeps within fix miles of this place, and will not

give up his articles. One Smyth, a rich grafier,

would pay moft of his arrear to get into the landt

now. I fent to Mr. Hale for an ejectment and a

writ, but hear nothing of it. I befeech you to

let him have Sheridan s article and Carter's bond,

which you have among the papers I gave you, that

he may fhew them to counfellor Robert Callaghan ;

for it was to him I writ. Be pleafed to fend me
a letter of attorney to receive your rents of Mara-
hills, Drumcor, and Bleny-cup ; and to fet the two
latter at forty-two pounds a year, which was the

rent payable by that run-away villain. You can-

not lofe, but I muft be content to lofe forty-fix

pounds. Now a pox of all lofles. To bufinefs

more material.

Eye rage hoife X C Dingley tuff Hind mile

Order or Eyes top Afs awe interr inn Dubb Line
an damn well play faid two fine dimn inn afs

teat off Mare he meant : All afs Ice he knot afs

mile inn knack wart her : Thefe Quires he rare

frsv
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fow flow eye call. Ann they par Suns fow dam
nab lye inn fup port able Eye cann knot bay rum.

O'er ay Rum (Sea dye two wan) ay rue awe vye

car, O raw pray bend Harry, O rack Yew rat.

Know fea fee, butt adge, ufe't is fack woe rum.
Ho ! Rum ! Hah ! Rum ! Ho ! Rum ! fay dye.

I have no news from our parts, but that my man
Pat (upon defiring him to filence our dog) faid,

By my foul, Sir, he would bark if his head were

cut off. He prefents his humble fervice to your

Jc. For God's fake come as foon as you can

poflibly, while our weather and every thing is

good. I am, dear fir, your moil obedient hum-
ble fervant,

THOMAS SHERIDAN.

LETTER LXXVII.

Lord H o w t h to Dr. Swift.

Killfane, July 6th, 1735.

j[ A M very much obliged to my good dean of

St. Patrick's for the honour he did me in fitting

for his picture ; and have wrote to Dr. Grattan to

give Mr. Bindon drift, charge in the finifhing of it

:

and when that is done to bring it to his houfe, for

fear I mould get a copy inftead of the original. I

am very much concerned at the account you give

me of your health, but don't in the leaft doubt

but the change of air would be of fervice to you,

and a moft hearty welcome you may be fure of.

The archbifhop of Ca/heI to] d me he would wait on

you the day after he went to Dublin; and does

mightily admire he has not feen you oftner. I

have taken your advice, and kept very good hours

fines 1 came Jaft here, Every iecond day I am out

fix
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fix or feven hours an otter hunting. As to read-

ing and working, my wife obferves your directions:

and could wifh me would do the fame as to exer-

cife. She defires me to tell you that the liking

fhe has to the Baboon * is out of the true regard

{he has for you, he being one of your greater!:

favourites. Your giant f will ufe her endeavours

to make lord Bacon a liar, and inftead of adding

two inches to her height, would be very well fatis-

fied to part with four. I am very forry Mrs.

Achejon is fo much out of order : fhe is one I have

a great regard for ; and fhall defire the favour of

you to give my wife's fervice and mine to her, and

lady Ache/on, when you fee them. I thank God
my family and I are very well. Some time this

Summer I defign drinking Ballifpellen waters for a

month. As for news we have no fuch thing here :

only the Baboon has done his vifitation ; that is,

he goes into the churches and looks about, then

afks the tumbler Sikes how long they have been

coming ? So long, fays Sikes. Aye, replies the

Baboon, and we fhall be as long going back ;

fo mounts his horfe and away. Who durft fay the

church is in danger when we have fo good bifh-

ops ? My wife and all here join in their kind fer-

vice to the Drapier. I am, good Mr. Dean, your

nooft allured and affectionate humble fervant,

HOWTH.
* The bifhop of OJJbry fo called.

Could you fee his grim, for a pound to a penny,

You'd fwear it muft be the Baboon of Killkenny.

Vid. Swift's Poem on the Bifhops.

f Mifs Rice, an exceeding tall young lady, and niece

to my lord Hgivtb,

LET-
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LETTER LXXVIIT.
/

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

DE ARMIS TER DE AN, Julij i 5 , i735 .

yj R I T tome fum time ago an diam redito anfer

it thus. A lac a de mi illinc, ducis in it, is no-
tabit fit fora de an ; it is more fit fora puppi. I

lufit toti. Irritato ripam flet an Dicti toral e ver

ibit. Die is abeft. Die is a ferpenti fe. Die is

a turdi fe. Die is a fartor. Die is a pifti fe. Die
is avix en. Die is as qui ter in naiti fufti mufti

cur. Die is arantur. Die is ab a boni fe. Sed
Ito Dicli cantu cum in as a dans in mas ter an
dans ab ori ora minuet. Da me I fido fed Die.

Quis mi ars fe diu puppi. Ure as turdi run*

an fed I. Ure a tori villa in fed Die. Ure
fit fora gallus fed I j an dume dia, dansin. Ure
aras calli cur fed Die. Dicli fed I ure regis a

farto me.

Tanti vi fed I tanti vi

Hi fora Die in apri vi.

Ime Die as te mas amo ufe foralis angor. 1

re collec~ta piper, fed I, an dat rumpetur, an da

fume cur, an ad rumor, an das qui re, an ab lac

a more in ure cum pani, an da de al more me ac

in a gefto uti. It is ali ad a me fed Die, as furas

iftinc. Senfu csefo I caeno more.

I cum here formo ni. Itis apparent I canta ve

mi maerent, mi tenentis tardi: I curfim e veri de

nota peni cani res. I ambit. Mi ftomachis a cor

morante ver re ad ito digefta me ale in a minute.

I eat nolam, noram, no dux, I generali eat a

quale carbone dedat fuper an da qualis as fine abit

as arabit. I es ter de I eat atro ut at abit. De
villis
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vilis in mi a petite. A cruftis mi de lite. (I ncu
Eumenides ago eat tuenti times more) As uude I

eat offa buccas fatas mi arfis. O nam unde I e3t

fum pes. A tu es de I eat apud in migra num edit.

A venis de I eat fum pafti. Poft de notabit. Afri

de abit ab re ad. A Satur de fum tripes.

Luis is mus ter in an armi an de fines cnrri in

it as far as I tali, fum fe germani. It do es alarum

mus ; De vel partum. I fani nues is fito ritu

me diredto me at cava ni Virgini a. Mifer vice

tomi da ter an, Capta in Pari, Doclor de lanij»

Major Folli ut ; an mi complemento mi de armis

trefles, e fpeciali W R L L.

I amat ure re verens his cervice

fore ver an de ver.

LETTER LXXIX.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

DEAR SIR, July 1 6th, 173ft.

[ RECEIVED your twenty pounds from

lord Lanejborough\ agent yefterday, and it travels

to you from this on Saturday next, by one "John

Donald/on, one of our nobility. You will get it,

I believe, on Monday. You have nothing to fay

to the 280/. you mention. That is, as I told

you, the fine and rent of Drumlane^ which I owe
the bifhop, and which will be paid him Augujl

26th. I cleared off" the rent which I owed him
for your purchafe, the other day, or I fhould have

fent your poor money, poor as I am, before this.

Now are you fatisfied that I am not negligent or

giddy ? But what, in the name of God, is the

matter with you to delay fo long ? Can I overfee

my workmen and a fchool to ? If you will not

come
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come and take your charge in hand, I muft employ
fome body elfe. There is a long walk begun :

ftones a drawing home for an addition to myhoufe:
the fchool-houfe repaired at the charge of the

county : a gravel walk from the market crofs to

my houfe, at the town's expence : item, a gravel

walk by the river, which will all require your at-

tendance. As you were a good and faithful over-

feer of my improvements at QuiLa, I am willing

to employ you rather than another ; therefore 1

expe£f. your anfwer immediately, for the fummer
is flying off apace. My lord Orrery writ to me,
that he would come from Munfter to fee me foon

;

if you will but have the prudence to be here, you
may have a fair opportunity of recommending your-

felf to him ; and I fliall, perhaps, give you the

character of a vigilant overfeer, if 1 find you be

not altered fince you were laft in my fervice.

Now to be ferious. I fhall fend you fome ve-

nifon foon. You fliall know next Monday when
it fets out ; and you are to difpofe of it thus :

To Dr. Helfoam, four cuts.

Dr. Dclany, four.

Mrs. Heljkam, one and a half.

Mrs. JVhitcivay, ditto.

Lady Achefan^ becaufe of her good ftomach, three

fcruples.

Mr. JVorral) a pound and a quarter.

Pray let them be all wrapt up in clean paper, and

fent to the feveral abovementioned perfons. Dine
upon the reft with your own company.

1 have got you a mare, a very eafy trotter :

foe fliall go up with the venifon. Whether fhe

will be (hy at your city objects, I know not ;

here (he is not in the leaft. Your beft way will

be to let your fervant ride her, She is one of my
own
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own rearing, fprung of a good-natured family.

If you like, fhe cofts you nothing but a low bow
when you come to Cavan. I have a chaife juft

finifhed to the lining, in Dublin, made by a man
fo much in my debt : it will be your beft way to

come down in it. I tell you a project 1 have,

which I believe will do : my fcholars are to c'ubb

and build me a little library in my garden. The
lime and (tones (free-ftone) are in my own fields,

and building is dog-cheap here.

I befeech you let me know how foon you will

be here, that all things may be to your heart's

defire : fuch venifon ! fuch mutton ! fuch fmall

beer! fuch chickens! fuch butter! fuch trouts!

fuch pouts ! fuch ducks ! fuch beef ! fuch fifh ! fuch

eels ! fuch turkies ! fuch fields ! fuch groves ! fuch

lakes ! fuch ladies ! fuch fruit ! fuch potatoes !

fuch rafp-berries ! fuch billberries ! and fuch a

boat as Mr. Hamilton 's, were never yet feen in any
one country yet !

Owe for tune a toes knee me 'urn bone gnaw
figh fhoe awe knovver in't Cave Ann eye.

God Almighty blefs you, and fend you fafe to

our Ely/mm. My fervice to Mrs. Whiteway^ and
to every body in Dublin, man, woman, and child.

I am, with all refpecl, your moft obedient and
very humble fervant,

THOMAS SHERIDAN.

LETTER LXXX.

Earl of Orrery to Dr. S w 1 f t.

O Limerick, July ig
J 1735.

FF break to forced and, interrupted ! Aias !

alas ! Boys quoth i'faith fimile good a. Paris at

ire de Place the round driving Berlin a of
Vol. VI. C noife
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noife the like, brains my round rowl that head

my in words of jumble of kind a have I fo and :

fex or perfon of diftindtion either without, about

promifcuoufly ears his lent nineteenth the but,

noify very were which of eighteen, table at day

to people nineteen were we.

Strong get cannot I when beer fmall with my-
felf contenting ever, moon the with fatisfied be

to learn will 1 but : again fun the fee never mail

we believe I ; fummer than winter like more
much and, indeed weather terrible is this O.
Phyfician a other the, divine a one, doctors two
the to faftiion and invention own my communi-
cate will you hope and, Englijh writing of fample

new a you offer here I, Latin writing of method

new a me teach to kind fo been have you as but.

Honour and atchievements of fearch in far thus

come am and, Mancha la from out fet am I that

know you let to is this. You to inconvenient

be may writing that imagine I when it curb al-

ways will I, Dean Mr. Good,
great fo ever be

you from hear to defire

My Let.

LETTER LXXXI.

Mr. Motte to Dr. Swift.

«_ Honoured Sir,

j_ H A V E not had an opportunity of writing to

you otherwife than by the poft for above a twelve-

month, and though in that time 1 did trouble you

with a letter or two relating to Mr. Lancelot's

bufinefs, yet I thought proper to mention only

what related to that particular, confidering I was'

then under the hands of the law, whence I was

not difcharged till the laft: day of the laft term.

I don't
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1 dcn't doubt but you have heard before now,
that Mrs. Barber was difcharged at the fame

time.

I defired, therefore, Mrs. Hyde* to deliver this

to your own hand, and make bold to trouble you
with an account of fome tranfa£tions which have
happened within thefe two years, which I have

long wifhed for the pleafure of doing by word of

mouth, in hopes my behaviour would be excufed

at leaft (if not approved) by you, the afTurance

whereof I fhould receive with the utmoft iatis-

faction.

Soon after Mr. Pilkington had received the twenty

guineas you ordered me to pay "him, the Life and
Character was offered me, though not by his

own hands, yet by his means, as I was after-

wards convinced by many circumftances : one
was, that he corrected the proof fheets with his

own hand ; and as he faid he had feen the origi-

nal of that piece, I could not imagine he would
have fuffered your name to be put to it, if it had
not been genuine. When I found, by your ad-

vertifement and the letter you were pleafed to

write to me, that I had been deceived by him, I

acted afterwards with more referve, and refufed a

pamphlet about Norton's will, which he pretended

came from an eminent hand. It was bought
afterwards by another bookfeller, who printed it,

and loft money by it.

He could not forbear obferving my coldnefs,

anJ applied to Mr. Gilliver about the copy of

verfes for which we were all brought into trouble
;

and, by the way, when once an affair was com-
municated to two perfons, it was not in the

power of any one, how juft and faithful foever,

* Widow to Mr. Hyde, bookfeller in Vublhi.

C 2 U
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to anfvver for its being kept a fecret. It was pub-
lifhed three months before it was taken notice of:

and when the printer was taken up, and had
named GilUver as the bookfeller, and it was re-

por;ed a warrant was out againft G. and he was
likely to be apprehended next morning, we two
had a meeii: g over-night, and I promifcd to take

the advice of a gentleman of fenfe and honour,

whcfe name I did not mention to him, and to

meet G. early the next morning at a certain tavern,

to O-nfult farther. Accordingly I went to a gen-

tleman in Cork-Jlrcet, and from thence to the

tavern we had appointed to meet at, where, after

I had waited above an hour, a mefTage was fent

me that I need ftay no longer, for Mr. G. was
gone to IVeJlmhvJier, and would not come. I

went to fee him in the meflenger's hands ; but

he was fo clofely watched by a couple of fharp

fluts, the meflenger's daughters, that I could fay

nothing to him, but about indifferent matter?.

The confequence was, h* was examined, and

made a confeflion, like poor Dr. Ya/den's, of all

ihat he knew, and more too ; naming Mr. Pil-

kington firft, and then myfelf ; which laft, as

many people have told me, was unnecehary :

only, as he before faid, he was refolved, if he

came into trouble, I fhould have a fhare of it,

though I offered, in cafe he would not name me,

that 1 would bear one half cf his expences. This
confefiion of his, together with his bearing the

chnra&er of a wealthy man, expofed him to an

information ; but as it was not my bufinefs to be

indufttious in recollecting what part three months

befonc, I could not remember any thing that could

aftecx me or any body elfe.

I am forry for trie trouble this has caufed to

poor Mrs. Barber, I faw her the other day : fhe

was
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was confined to her bed with the gout. She de-

fired, when I wrote, that I would prefent her

humble fervice to you.

I would be glad to receive your directions what

I muff, do with the two notes I have under Mr.
Pilkingions hand, of ten guineas each. They
were allowed by you in the laft account we fet-

tled ; but whether you would pleafe they fhould

be deftroyed or fent over to you, I am not cer-

tain. As for the flate of the account, as 1 have

heard no exceptions to it, I flatter myfelf you find

it all right.

Mr. Faulkner's impreflion of four volumes has

had its run. I was advifed that it was in my
power to have given him and his agents fufficient

vexation, by applying to the law ; but that I

could not fue him without bringing your name
into a court of juftice, Which absolutely deter-

mined me to be paflive. I am told he is about

printing them in an edition in twelves ; in which
cafe I humbly hope you'll pleafe to lay your com-
mands upon him (which, if he has any fenfe of

gratitude, muft have the fame power as an injunc-

tion in chancery) to forbear fending them over

here. If you think ths requeft to be reafonable,

I know you will comply with it : if not, I fub-

mit.

As we once had a meeting upon this affair.

and he may poffibly have mifreprefented the of*

fers he then made me ; I bep- leave to afiure you
that his propofal was, that 1 mould have paid him
a larger price for the book than I could have had

it printed for here in England-, and furely I had
the fame right of printing them here, as he had
in Ireland^ efpecully having bought and paid for

them. If he m ide any other offer, I declare I

mifunderftood him ; and I am fure, if I had com-
C 3 plied
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plied with thofe terms, I fhould have been 2
laughing ftock to the whole trade.

Mr. Pope has published a fecond volume of
his poetical works, of which, I fuppofe, he has
made you a prefent. I am iurprized to fee he
owns fo little in the four volumes ; and fpeaks of
thefe few things as inconftderable. I am a ftranger

to what part of the copy-money he received ; but
you who know better, are a competent judge
whether he deferved it. / always thought the Art

ef Sinking was his, though he there difoivns it.

CurIfs edition of Letters to and from Mr.
Pope, I fuppofe you have feen. They were taken
notice of in the houfe of lords ; and Curl/ was
rurILd for them in a manner as, to a man of lefs

impudence than his own, would have been very
uneafy. It has provoked Mr. Pope to promife
the world a genuine edition, with many additions.

'Tis plain the rafca! has no knowledge of thofe

Letters of yours that Ewin of Cambridge has. Few
as they are, he would tack fome trafii to them,
and make a five or fix fhilling book of them.

The Perfian Letters have been well received,

fo I chofe to fend them ; befides that, they make
a convenient cover for this letter.

Mr. Tooke, who defires me to prefent his mod
humble fervice to you, acquainted me fome time

ago of your intention to erect an Hofpital for

Lunaticks and Idiots. I am glad to find, by the

-papers, that fo noble a defign proceeds ; for

jaefides the general benefit to mankind that is ob-

vious to every body, I am perfuaded there will be

a particular one arife by your example ; nnmely,

vou will lay down a fcheme which will be a

pattern for future founders of publick hofpitals

to prevent many of the vile abufes which, in pro-

cefs of time, do creep into thofe foundations, by

the
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the indolence, ignorance, or knavery of the trus-

tees. I have feen fo many fcandalous inftance*

of mifapplications of that kind, as have raifed my
indignation fo, that I can hardly think upon it

with temper ; and I heartily congratulate you
that a heart to beftow is joined in you with a

head to contrive : and therefore, without any
mercenary views (at the fame time not declining

any inftance of your favour) I would beg leave

to fay, that as, while your thoughts are employed

in this generous undertaking, you muft necef-

farily confider it in the light I have placed it in ;

fo if you would pleafe to communicate thefe

thoughts to the publick, you might poflibly give

ufeful hints to perfons of fortune and beneficent

intentions, though of inferior abilities. I heartily

wifh you fuccefs in this and all other your un-
dertakings j being, with grateful refpecl, Sir,

your obliged and obedient humble fervant,

B. MOTTE.
London, July 31, 1735.

Upon fecond thoughts, I have inclofed Mr.
Pilkington's two notes ; for I don't fee how
they can poflibly be of any fervice to you on
this fide the water.

LETTER LXXXU.

Dr. SHERIDAN to Dr. SWIFT.

DEAR SIR, Auguft i 3 , 1735.

E C A U S E of fome dropping young lads com-
ing to me, and becaufe it was impoflible for me
to get any money before the 23d of this month, I

could not fix my vacation. Now I do. On Sa-
turday fe'nnight, the 23d, I fet out for Dublin to

C 4 bring
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bring you home : and fo, without Ifs, Ands, and
Ors, get ready before our fields be ftript of all

their gaiety. I thank God, I have every good
thing in plenty but money ; and that, as affairs

are likely to go, will not be mv comprint a

month longer. Belturbet fair will make me an
emperor. I have all this town, and fix men of

my own, at work at this juncture, to make you
a winter walk by the river fide. I have raifed

mountains of gravel, and diverted the river's

courfe for that end Regis Opus^ you will won-
der and be delighted when you fee it. Your
works at Quilca are lO he as much inferior to ours

here, as a fugar-loaf to an Egyptian pyramid.

We had a county of Armagh ro^uc, one Mackay,

hanged yefterday : Griffith the player never made
fo merry an exit. He invited his audience the night

before, with a promife of giving them fuch a

ipeech from the gallows as they never heard : and
indeed he made his words good ; for no man
was ever merrier at a chriftening than he was upon
the ladder.

When he mounted to his proper height, he
turned his face to each fide of the gallows, and

laid, in a chearful manner, Hah, my friend, am
I come to you at laff. ! Then turning to the peo-

ple, Gentlemen, you need not ffand lo thick, for

the far theft fhall hear me as eafily as the neareft.

Upon this a fellow interrupted him, and afked

him, Did he know any thing of a grey mare

which was ftolen from him ? Why, what if I

fhould, would you pay for a mafs for my foul ?

Ay, by G— , faid the fellow, will I pay for

feven. Why then, faid the criminal laughing,

I know nothing of your mare. After this he en-

tertained the company with two hours hiftory of

his villainies, in a loud unconcerned voice. At

lafl
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!aft he concluded with his humble fervice to one
of the inhabitants of our town, defirino- that he
might give him a night's lodging, which was all

he would trouble him for. He was not the leafl:

touched by any liquor ; but lbberly and intrepidly
defired the hangman to do his office : and at lait

went oft' with a joke, Match me this with any
of your Englijhmen^ if you can. I have no more
news from Cavan, but that you have all their

hearts, and mine among the reft, if it be worth
any thing. My love and fervice to Mrs. Whhe-
way^ and all friends. I am, dear Sir, your moft
obedient and very humble fervant,

THOMAS SHERIDAN.

LETTER LXXXIII.

Lord B to Dr. SWIFT.

Ti
DEAR DEAN, Cirencefter, 13 Sept. 1735.

HOUGH you never anfwer any of my let-

ters, and I can never have a line from you, ex-
cept in pailiament time about an Irijh caufe, I do
infift that without delay you give me either by
yourfejf or agents immediate fatisfaction in thefe

points. Firft, whether that article which I read
in the news about one Butler a mooting parfon be
true or not ; fecondly, whether he has yet beg-
ged pardon, and attefted upon oath that it was
without defign, and by accident that the gun went
off. In cafe the fa£t be true, and that he has
not yet ma^e any fufficient or reafonable excufe,

[ require of you that you do immediately get
fbme able painter to draw his picture, and fend
it over to'me, and I will order a great number of
prints to be made of it, which (hall be difperfed

over all parts of the known world, that fuch a

worthlefs
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tyorthlefs rafcal may not go any where without

being known. I make no doubt of his being im-

mediately drove out of Ireland, fuch a brutal at-

tempt upon the Drapier cannot be borne there

;

and he won't venture into England when thefe

prints of his p?rfon are fent about, for he would
certainly be knocked on the head in the firft vil-

lage he pafles through. Perhaps he may think to

fkulk in Holland, the common refuge of all fcoun-

drels ; but he will foon find out, that Doctor

Swuft (for (o they pronounce the name) is in

great efteem there, for his learning and political

writings. In France he would meet withworfe
reception ; for his wit is relifhed there, and many
of his tracts, though fpoiled by translation, are

yet more admired than what is writ by anyamona;
themfelves. Should he go into Spain, he would
find that Don Suifto is in the higheit. eftimation,

being thought to be lineally defcended from Mi-
guel de Cervantes by a daughter of QiicveaWs. Per-

haps he may think to be fafe in Poland during the

time of thefe troubles ; but I can allure him, from

the mouth of a PoUfo lady, who was lately in

London, by name Madam de Myamorancy (for fhe

was married to a French gentleman of that great

family) that Dr. Swift is perfectly well known
there ; and fhe was very folicitous to know whe-
ther he were a Stanijlaijl or not, {he being a zea-

lous partizan for that caufe.

Now if this brute of a parfon mould find no

fecurity in Europe, and therefore flip into the Eajl

Indies in fome Dutch fhip, for a Dutchman may
be found who would carry the Devil for a ftiver

or two extraordinary, he will be confoundedly

furprized to find that Dr. Swift is known in China,

and that next to Confucius his writings are in the

greateft eflecm. The mifiionaries have tranflaud

feveral
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feveral European books into their language ; but I

am well informed that none of them have takeri

fo well as his ; and the Chinefe, who are a' very

ingenious people, reckon Sif the only author

worth reading. It is well known that in Perfia

Kouli-Can was at the pains to tranflate his works

himfelf; being born a Scot/man, he underftood

them very well, and I am credibly informed that

he read The Battle of the Books the night before

he gave that great defeat to the Perfian army. If

he hears of this, he may imagine that he fhall

find good reception at Conjlantinople ; but he will

be bit there ; for many years ago an Englijh rene-

gado flave tranflated Effcndi Soif for them, and
told them it was writ by an Englijhman, with a

defign to introduce the Mahometan religion; this

having got him his liberty, and although it is not

believed by the Effendi, the book and the author

are in the greatell efteem amongft them. If he
goes into America^ he will not be received into any

Englijh) French, or Spanijh fettlement ; fo that in

all probability he would be foon fcalpt by the

wild Indians ; and in truth there would be no
manner of fhame that a head mould be uncovered

that has fo little brains in it. Brutality and ill-

nature proceed from the want of fenfe ; therefore

without having ever heard of him before, I can

decide what he is, from this fingle aclion. Now
I really believe no layman could have done fuch

a thing. The wearing petticoats gives to moil

of the clergy (a few only excepted of fuperior

underftanding) certain feminine difpofitions. They
are commonly fubject. to malice and envv, and
give more free vent to thofe paflions : poffibly for

the fame reafon that women are obferved to do (o,

becaufe they cannot be called to account for it.

When one of us does a brutal action to another,

he
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he may have his head broke, or be whipt through

the lungs ; but all who wear petticoats are fecure

from fuch accidents. Now to avoid further trou-

ble, I hope by this time his gown is ftript off his

back, and the boys of Dublin have drawn him
through a horfe-pond. Send me an account of this,

and I fh^ll be fatisfkd. Adieu, dear Dean ; I

am got to the end of my paper, but you may be-

affured that my regard for you will only end with

the laft breath of your faithful fervant.

LETTER LXXXIV.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

E DEAR SIR, Cavan, Sept. 17th, 1735.

Ixxv not butt reap rhyme and lv for wry tinn

fow long an ape is till a bout bees knees, when
Tom eye Noll edge tZ cool das eas i lyre eye't a

pun no thing. Mur*/> A^, what h up priviv to

«&£«»«$ in e veri epiltola? luJa Inn Angle owe Law
Tigh no. Cr.nn knot yew right in nap lean met

hood as I do It va lv up ol, irompov all o key fhuns.

But cantu gay tann other fubjecr, tofs at her eyes

bis eyed my wife ? The woman is grown good

for nothing. However I would not have her fo

much abufed, but when fhe deferves it. I no ufe

his e veri de of her life, but I fea it is not rue j

for it is only e veri our o fit. She fwears if heu

come tuck have Ann, (he will give you « <5W? Inn

the chops.

I beg pa rdon for troubling you fo long with

bufmefs-, and therefore I will now be as merry as

I en. The devil a farthing I can get amenj my
tenants but cows, bullocks and iheep. Will vou

let me know whether fuch coin can pafs in Dublin ?

that I mav pay you {omc money which I owe.

My
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My purfe, God help me, is grown as {lender as

a famifhed weezle. I long much to fee it have

an alderman's belly ; but Quando, Mr. Dean,
Quando. We cannot fay that our weather is the

Devil here ; for it is all water. If it continues, I

muft have thoughts of building an ark ; but I

fhall not, like AW;, let any unclean beaft enter.

Eat pone linck waiter conjux. My mutton is

growing too fat, and I want you much to eat of

it, while it is in its prime. I hear of no cadger

going to Dublin, or I would fend you a bafket full

of it. All I can do now is to fend a fine roafted

fhoulderin my wifhes, and pray invite Mrs. White-

way to (hare of it. I wifh you both a good
ftomach to it, with all my heart. Pray do not

chide her for anting you to eat, as you ufed to do.

1 allure you (if I may be allowed to judgej {he

prefles you to her victuals out of pure good na-
ture and friendfhip.

I am forry that the fhortnefs of my lift letter

gave you caufe to complain. This fhall may cup
for that deaf he fhe An fhe, for I have laid in a
good flock of learning this laft week ; and there-

fore quoniam tu inter literatos primaria fedes in

chfTe, quorundam decanorum nomina (minime
noftratium) qui fcientiis omnigenis inclaruerunt

tibi mittam. This part I mention in Latin, for

fear the letter fhould fall into Dean Cro£e%
hands.

Having lately read a very entertaining bock,
whofe title page runs thus

—

Hi/hire generate Des
pais-las, I met with accounts of feveral great

men, whofe names I never read before, and every

one of them were deans, fome became bifhops,

others cardinals : All of them on account of their

great learning and merit. Lord have mercy up n
us. Chrift have mercy upon u?. How the world

is
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is altered fince ! But you muft know, that Charles

the Great lived in that age, alias Char Lay Main,
Now for the great fcholars I promifed you. Among
thofe, who became bifhop of Antwerp^ you will

find Philip Nidri, Aubert Vanden Eade, Jean Fer-

dinand de Bengbem, Pierre Jofeph Franken-Sierjiorff'.

Among thofe of Bois-le-Duc, Clement Crabeels^

Gijbert Jldajins, Michel Ophove, Jofeph de Bergaigne.

In the fame town you will find among the Vi-

caires Apoftoliques, Henry Van Lee?npute, Jojfe

Houbraecken, Martin Steyaett, Pierre Govaerts, &c.

&c. &c. The next place you dine you may make
a figure with thefe names, and filence even Robin

Lejlie *. But a pox upon learning, I fay. It is

enough to turn a man's head. I have a great

mind to have done with it; for the devil a thing

is to be got by it. Idcirco libris valedico.

I cannot, now my memory ferves me, omit an

account of fome learned phyficians, which I read

of in other authors, viz. Hermannus Conringius,

Lucas Schrcchius, Melchiro Sebizius, Sebajlian Sche-

fferus, Guerncrus Roljinckius, Hojfmannus Altorji,

Seb. Jovius Lugani, Petrus Dapples, 'Theodore Ker-

ch) ingins, Regnerus de Graef, Swamrncrda, Antonius

Scarcllius, Hieronymus Copelazzi^ Jacobus Gonzato,

Bernardinus Ma'acreda, Johannes Petrus Lotichius^

Chrijlianus Keekins, Julius Richeltus, Joan. Chrijloph.

Vaganfeilius, Jacobus Kcrfcberus, Anionius Magli-

abechius, and many others. Pray afk Grattan hoW
many of thefe he has read.

You fay (I thank you for that) That you know
nobody. No matter for that ; fo much the better

for me, becaufe I know every body knows you,

and therefore more likely to fucceed in fubferip-

* Mr. Lejlie was the moll incefiant talker, one of

them, in the world, However, he had a great variety

ef learning, and talked well.

6 tions
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tions for mice cool. Pray is this letter long
enough ? If it be not, fend it back, and I will

fill the other fide. In the mean time I remain
your moft obedient and very humble ferve aunt,

THOMAS SHERIDAN.

Mice or vice two awl my if rends.

Send me word what a clock it is, that I may
fet my watch by yours.

LETTER LXXXV.

Dr. King to Dr. Swift.

SS I R, London, 20th Sept. 1735,

O O N after I came into Englandl was obliged

to crofs the feas again, and go into France, upon
a bufinefs of confequence to my private affairs. I

am but juft returned to this place, where I have
met with your letter of 21ft of laft month. Since

you are fo kind as to repeat the promife you made
me when I was in Ireland, I fhall expect the paper

with the greateil impatience. While I was read-

ing your letter, a perfon called on me, who does

bulinefs for you. I was in hopes he had brought
it with him : but he told me, it would be fent by
another hand. 1 will fay nothing more of it here,

than that I am very fure it wi.l pleafe the public,

and do honour to the author.

The gentleman, concerning whom you en-
quire, is a member of our hall ; but I have never
yet feen him. He had left Oxford about the time
I came from Dublin, to fpend the Summer vaca-
tion in Hcrefordfljire. My fon, who is well ac-

quainted with him, allures me that he is very fo-

ber, that he ftudies hard, and conflantly attends

the exercifcs of the houfe. But I mall be able

to
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to give you a more particular account of him the

next term, when I fhall probably meet him in

the hall : and he fhall find me ready to do him
any kind of fervice that may be in my power.

I don't know whether my law-fuit will force

me into Ireland again the next term : as yet I have

not received any fummons from my managers. I

fhould indeed be well pleafed to defer my journey

till the next Spring, for Dublin is not a very good
winter abode for a water drinker. However, J do
rot negledf. my defence, efpecially that part of it

which you mention *. It is now in fuch for-

wardness, that as I compute, it will be finished

in fix weeks at fartheft. There are fome altera-

tions, which I hope you will approve.

I rejoice to hear that the honeft Doctor f hath

good fuccefs in his new fchool. If the load of

his baggage fliould endanger his veffel again, I

think he hath no other remedy left, but to throw

it into the fea. What is he doing with his bons

mots ? and when dees he defign to fend them
abroad ?

My fin, who is very proud to be in your
thoughts, defires me to prefent his moft humble
fervice to you. I am, with great truth, Sir, your
moft obedient and moft humble fervant,

W. K.

* This alludes to The Too/}, a fatirical Poem, to

which Dr. King was mitigated by fome monftrous

ufage that he had received from his antagoniib in the

fuit.

f Sheridan.

LETTER
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LETTER LXXXVL
Mr. Motte to Dr. Swift.

M HONOURED SIR, London, Oft. 4th, 1735.R S. Launce/ot, who dined with me to day
and defired me to prefent her humble fervice
mewed me part of a letter from you, which gave
me fo much concern, that I would not let a poft
flip without writing to you upon the fubjeft of it
You are pleafed to exprefs an apprehenfion, that
Mrs. Fenton's money has not been regularly paid
becaufe you have not heard from me for above a
twelvemonth. I hope I have accounted to your
fatisfadion for my filence in a letter which Mrs
Hyde delivered to you lince the date of yours to
Mrs. Launcekt : and as to Mrs. Fentoris annuity
J have punctually paid it, and fhall continue to
do fo until I receive your commands to the con-
trary. The next payment will be called for a
few clays after the firft of Nov. and unlefs yOU
forbid it before that time, I fhall pay it. Mr
Fenton, her fon, who receives it, is a man of
worth and honour, and I am perfuaded will re-
turn me the money, mould it be paid him from
any other quarter. I am furprized to find by
Mrs. Hyde that my lafr, which was written the
latter end of July, had fo flow a pafiaae, as not
to come to your hand until the 13th of Septem-
ber.

i

I hwebeen fo particular (I fear even to tedi-
oufnefs) in that letter, that I have nothing to
add, but a repetition of the fincere profeffion I
there made, that I am, with all poffible gra-
titude, truth, and fincerity, Sir, your obliged and
•bedient humble fervant.

Vol. VI. £)



LETTER LXXXVII.

Dr. Sherid a » to D • i f t.

IDE A R SIR, Of. .-35.

N the firft [dace I was hear.'

your letter, for I was afraid you were not .

v I fhall anfwer as much as n

perrrit ; (bur. before I proceed, rem; cx-

pcsfi: you here next Saturday ; for I am
humour and capacity to receive you. I fh .

your anf\ver on Tburfday next, and then I (hail

go as. far as l'i:gin:a to meet ycu. Leave Dublin

on Wednesday ; ride to Dunjbaglan that day, 12

miles. From thence to Navan on Tburfday, 1

1

A Friday to Virginia, 15 miles, where I

will meet ycu that evening \: ith a couple of bot-

tles of the beft wine in Ireland, and a piece of

my own mutton, C5V. A Saturday morning we
fet out for Cavan, where you will find dinner

ready at your arrival. Bring a cheefc-toaftcr to

do a mutton chop now and then ; and do not

i feme rice ; we have none good here
;

ail other in perfection) I beg pardon for

the long foregoing parcnthtfis (rhe next fhall be

fhorter) you ice it was neteffary. Ure Dolls a

I it hinc. ab uti, an angeli fe.

An has fine iis, a fine face, ab re aft as no, a

belli fcra que en. An di me quis mi molli as I

pies. As fcr \cur jogg Ralph Eye, I may fay

without vanity, that I exceed you as far as from

Eaft to Weft. Firft with fubmiffion, you fhould

have begun wi h the Poles Are Tick Ann Tarr

Tick, next read dye Ann, the Eak
water, the where Eyes on, the Eak lip Tick,

the Trow Pick cf can fir, the Trow pick of

Cap rye corn, or Cap Rick horn, the twelve

3 "Snes
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fignes Are I eafe, Tower us, Jay me knee, Can
Sir, lay O, Veer goe, lye braw (quoth the Scotch-

man) Sage it are eye us, Cap wrye corn us,

hack weary us, and pifs is; together with Cull

ewers, Zounds, and Climb bats, &c. &c. In

order to give you a full idea of the chief towns

in Europe, I fliall only mention fome of lord Pe-
terborough's rambles. He had like to break al

\j\Jbon in Portugal : he M-.id rid through Spain :

he could not find Room in Italy : he was Conflant

in a pull among the Turks : he met with his

name fake Peter's burgh in Mufk O vye : he had
like to Crack O in Poland : when he came to Vye

any, he did there jeer many : in France he declared

the King of Great Britain, with its king upon
the Par is : in a cerrain northern country he took

a frolick to put on a Fryer's Cope ; and then he

was Cope in Hag in. Pray Dean mark that. In Hol-
land he met with a G

—

amjler, —Dam you, faid

he in a pailion, for a cheat : he was there poxtby
whore; and he cried out, Rot her dam her. Thus
far I know of his travels to the Loiv Countries,

and no farther. Thus far you fee 1 am in hu-
mour: although the Devil be in one end of my
houfe, I defy her, becaufe I have the other fox

you and me. Another thing I muft promife when
you come, That we {hall not quit our learned

correfpondence, but write up and down ftairs to

one another, and ftill keep on our agreeable flights.

The Devil take all the D's in Qhrijiendom, for a

pack of faucy fcabs. When you are here you
will defpife them all ; and you (hall be troubled

with no club, but fuch as will keep you out

of the dirt. Do not lofe this good weather,

I befeech you ; for every- thing is ready for

you. If you do not like your lodgings, you
(hall not pay a farthing; and if you do, I have

D 2 the
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the remedy in my own purfe. Do not think to

fpunge upon me for any thing but meat, drink and
lodging; for I do affure you, as the world goes,

I can afford you nothing elfe. Yes, I beg par-

don, I can give your horfes good grafs, and per-

haps a feed of oats now and then. My turf is all

home, fo is my corn, but my hay not yet. I ex-

pect it on Monday, which is the next day after

Sunday, the very day you will receive this, the day
before Tuefday, and I hope two days before you
begin your journey, which I hope will be an happy
one. May you arrive fafe, is the fincere wifh of,

dear Sir, your moft obedient and very humble
fervant,

THOMAS SHERIDAN.

LETTER LXXXVIII.

Dr. S i c a n to Dr. Swift.

HONOURED SIR, Paris, 0<3. ao, 1735.

jy jj
R. Jrbutbnofs abfence from Pan's was the

occafion of his not receiving your kind letter till

within thefe few days ; but upon the reception of

it, he treated me with great civility, invited me
to dinner, and enquired very earneitly concerning

your health, which was drunk by a large company
then preient ; for though you were pleafed to tell

me ycu had no acquaintance at Paris, I can fafely

affirm, that as often as I have been for half an

hour with any Englifo gentleman, fome one or

other has had the vanity to fay he knew you. He
has, in a very obliging manner, promifed me any

a£is of friendfhip in his power, whether I remain

at Paris, or (hould proceed to the fouth of France;

and leems to be « gentleman poileft of a large

flu re



( 37 )

fhare of wit, good humour, fmcerity, and honefty;

though upon the clofeft infpe£tion, I could not

perceive the hair in the palm of his hand. 1 have

met with another exception to that rule in the

chevalier Ram/ay, who fends you his belt refpedts.

I have employed the greater!: part of this fummer
in taking a view of every thing curious within

four leagues of this city ; but fhall not trouble you
with a detail of palaces, paintings, ftatues, &c.
as I flatter myfelf Mr. drbuthnot's friendly folicita-

tions, joined to a due regard to your health, will

prevail upon you to undertake that journey next

fummer. The roads are excellent, poft-chaifes very

commodious, and the beds the belt in the world;

but the face of the country in general is very

wretched ; of which I can't mention a more lively

inftance than that you meet with wooden fhoes

and cottages like thofe in Ireland, before you lofe

fight of Ve>failles. I am perfuaded, Sir, you will

find a particular pleafure in taking a view of the

French noblemen's houfes, arifing from the fimili-

tude between the good treatment the Hoynheims

meet with here, and that which you have obferved

in your former travels. The {tables that Lewis the

fourteenth has built, are very magnificent ; I

Should <lo them an injury in comparing them to

the palace of St. James's : yet thefe feem but mean
to any one who has feen that of the duke of Bourbon

at Chantilliy which lies in a ftrait line, and con-
tains flails for near a thoufand horfes, with large

intervals between each ; and might very well, at

firft view, be miftaken for a noble palace : fome
hundreds of Tahoes are conftantly employed in

keeping it clean. But if any one would be

aftonifhed, he muft pay a vifit to the machine of

Alarly, by means of which water is raifed half

a mile up a hill, and from thence conveyed a

league further to Verfailles, to fupply the water-

D 3 works.
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works. Lewis might have faved this vafl: expence,

and have had a more agreeable fituation, finer prof-

peel?, and water enough, by building his palace

near the river; but then be would not have con-

quered nature.

Upon reading Bo'leau% account of the Petit

juuifen, or Bedlam of Paris, I was tempted to go
fee it : it is a low flat building, without any upper

rooms, and might be a good plan for that you
intend to found, but that it takes up a greater

fpace than the city perhaps would give ; this is

common to men and women : there is another

vaftiy more capacious, and confiding of feveral

fiories, called the Hcfpiial de Femmes, for the ufe

of the fair fex only. I fhall not prefume to take

up an\ part of your time in deicribing the people

of Frcnee, fince they have been fo excellently

painted by Julius C&jar, near two thoufand years

ago: if there be any difference, they are obliged

for it to the taylors and peruke-makers. The
ladies only might help to improve the favourable

opinion you have always entertained of the fex,

upon account of their great ufefulnefs to man-
kind, learning, medefty, and many other valua-

ble qualities. I fhould have informed you, Sir,

that Mr. Arbuthnot enquired very kindly after Mr.
Lejlie ; but as I have not the honour to know that

gentleman, I was not able to fatisfy him, but

referred him to you, who can do it much better

than, Sir, your moil obliged humble icrvant,

J. SI CAN.
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LETTER LXXXIX.

Rev. Mr. Donneilan to Dr. Swift.

S I R, Clqyne, Ott. 31, 173;.

[ HOUGH [ have hitherto forbore troubling

you with my acknowledgments for many favours,

which very juftly demanded them, yet the late

application to the duke in my behalf, (which I

had an account of from my finer) is fuch an in-

ftance of kindnefs and regard, as will not fuffer

me to be filent : I muft beg leave to return you

my heft thanks for it, and at the fame time let you

know what a thorough and true fenfe I have of

your goodnefs to me, and the great honour you
have done me by appearing in my favour. I am
fufficiently acquainted with your diilike to' recom-

mending, as well as the deferved regard that is

paid to your judgment and opinion, to know how
to fet a psopcr value on both. And be the fuccefs

of this affair what it will, I think myfelf happy in

having engaged in it, as it has been the occafion

of your ihewing that you honoured me with fome
fhare of your friemlfhip and regard, which will

always be my created: pleafure and praife.

I fuppofc, Sir, you have heard what an hand-
fom.e mark f have lately received of the bifliop of

Cloynes favour, and how handfomely it was given ;

unafked, and unexpected, and without any regard

to kindred or application. It is a very good pre-

ferment, worth at leaft 300/. per annum j and is

made much more valuable and agreeable, by the

manner in which it was beftowed, and efpecialiy

by coming from a perfon whom you have an

efteem for. I was t'other day to view my houfe,

D 4 and
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2nd was much pleafed with the fituation, which
is very pretty and romantick. It ftands on the

of a nre river, in a vale between two ridges

or hiiis. that are very green, pleafant, and woody.
Its rearnef. to Ccrhe (being within four miles of

it) would make the deanry of that place a very

ccr\ eniem and defirable addition, and was what
induce' my friends to think of it for me. What
f .ccefs their applications are likely to meet with, I

t fay : this I am fure of, that I cannot be de-

prived of the fincere fatisfaction I receive from
hi\ ing your intereft and good wifh.es, and fhall

always retain a moft grateful remembrance of

them. The bilhop of Clcyne defires you will ac-

cept of his beft fervices ; and I beg you will believe

me, with the greateft refpect, Sir, \our moft
obliged and obedient humble fervant,

CHR. DONNELLAN.

LETTER XC.

Mrs. PendaRves to Dr. Swift.

SIR, Paradife, Nov. 8, 1-35.

J[ THINK I have been a great while without

writing to vou, and hope you are of my mind, I

would rather be chid by you for my filence, than

have you pafs it over quietlv, for that would have

fuch an air of indifference as would greatly ahrm
me. Abfcnce is generally thought a great weak-

encr of inclination : I am apt to think it will

prove my friend with you. Our acquaintance

was fo fhort, I had not time to difgrace myfelf

with you. I was ambitious of gaining your efteem,

and put on all my beft airs to effect it : I left vou

at a critical moment ; another month's conver-

fatioR
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fation might have ruined all. I ftill beg you will

encourage your indulgent way of thinking of me.

What will you gain by difcovering my follies ? and

I fhall lofe the honour of your friendfbip ; which
lofs cannot be repaired in England or Ireland. If

Mrs. Donnellan is my true friend, fhe has, by way
of excufing me, told you my diftrefs for my fitter,

which now I hope is over. I refer you to Mrs.

Donnellan for her character ; and that will juftify to

you my great care and concern for her.

I can't help lamenting Dr. Delany's retirement.

I expected his benevolent difpofition would not

have fuffered him to rob his friends of the plea-

fure and advantage of his company : if you have

not power to draw him from his folitude, no other

perfon can pretend to do it. I was in hopes the

weekly meetings would have been renewed and

continued. Mrs. Donnellan is much difappointed,

and I fear I am no longer a toaft.

I am thoroughly convinced that a reafonable

creature may live with more comfort and credit in

Dublin than in London; as much convinced of it

as that I fhould be richer with eight hundred

pounds a year than four. But to what purpofe

is it for me to regret my poverty ? My lot is

thrown on Englijb ground ; I have no pretence to

fly my country : furnifh me with one, and you
have laid temptations enough in my way to make
me ready to embrace it.

I have been two months in this place, which
has all the advantages of the country ; as quietnefs,

cheapnefs, and wholefome air. I ufe a good deal

of exerciie in the morning ; in the evening I read

« play with an audible voice. I am now reading

Beaumont and Fletcher 's works : they entertain me
extremely. Sometimes I read a little philolophy,

Dcrbam\ lectures : many things are too abftrufe

for
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for me in that fiudy ; but I fancy myfelf, In fomc
refpe&s, much wifer than I was before I read them.

If you don't approve of my ftudies, I hope you
will recommend what you think will be more to

my advantage.

I am forry to find, by your letter, that Mrs.
Dcnnellan does not fee you often : fhe cannot be

pleafed with a fituation that p: -r having

that fatisfaclion. I depended upon your meeting

often ; and what is more, upon being fometimes

the fubject of your converfation. I am glad to-

hear of her brothers promotion : he very well de-

ferves good fortune ; he knows how to enjoy it

handfomely, and fcorns to court it meanly. I

think I have made you a country vifit : if I have

not quite tired ycu, I hope you will foen challenge

another : I know you pay me a great compliment
in writing ; and, if I was very well bred, 1 ought

not to infift upon your doing any thing that may
give you trouble ; but I only confider my own ad-

vantage, and cannot give up a ccnefpondence I

value io much. I am, Sir, your mod obliged and

humble fervant,

M. PENDARVES.

LETTER XCI.

Dr. Swift and Dr. Sheridan to Mrs.

Whiteway.

Thofe parts of ti.e letter marked thus " and concluding tins
"

were written by Dr. Sheridan.

M A DA M, Nov. S, T735-

* * OF. 3, to 7 *, twelve long miles,

very weary j Nov. 4, to Kells, fixteen miles, ten,

times wearier ; the 5th, to Croft-keys, feventeen-

long miles fifty times wearier ; the 6th, to Cavc.n,

five
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five miles, weariefl: of all : Yet I baited every

day, And dined where I lay ; and this very day

} am weary, and my fhin bad, yet I never looked

on it. I have been now the third day at Cavany

the Doctor's Canaan, the dirtieft place I ever faw*

with the worft wife znc. daughter, and the moft

curfed fluts and fervants on this fide Scotland. Let

the Doctor do his part. " Not quite fo bad, I

4 allure you, although his teal was fpoiied in the
1 roafting : and I can allure you that the dirt of
8 our ftreets is not quite ever his fhoes, fo that
c he can walk dry. If he would wear golafhes,

8 as I do, he would have no caufe of complaint.

* As for my wife and daughter, I have nothing
' to fay to them, and therefore nothing to

8 anfwer for them. 1 hope, when the weather
8 mends, that every thing will be better, except

' the two befc:e mentioned. Now the Dean is

1 to proceed." In fhort, but not literally in

ftort, 1 got hither, not fafe and found, but fafe

and fore. Looking in my equipage I faw a great

pacquet that weighed a pound : 1 thought it was

iron, but found it Spanijh liquorice, enough to

ferve this whole county who had coughs for nine

years. My Beaft told me it was you forced him

to put it all up. Pray go fometimes to the deanry,

and fee how the world goes there. The Doctor is

philcfophcr above all ceconomy, like philoiopher

IVcbbcr. I am drawing him into a little clean-

iinefs about his houfe. The cook roafted this day

a fine teal to a cinder j for the wife and daughter

laid, they did not know but I loved it /^//roafted.

The Doctor, fince his laft illnefs, complains that

he hath a (Iraitnefs in his breaft, and a difficulty

in breathing. Pray give him your advice, and I

will wiite to vour brother Hel/ham this poft for

his. Write me no news of the club, and set one

ot
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of them to frank your letter?, that they may be

worth reading. " Dear Madam, I beg you may
*' rather think me like the Devil, or my wife,

" than Webber. I do allure you that my houfe,
<c and all about it, is clean in Potentia. If you
" do not understand fo much logic, Mr. Har-
" rifon * will tell you ; but I fuppofe you igno-
" rant of nothing but doing any thing wrong.
" Be pleafed to fend me one of your fatteft pige-

" ons in a poft letter, and I will fend you in re-

" turn a fat goofe, under cover to one of the club.
<c The Dean may fay what he pleafes of my Ay
" Con O my ; but I allure you I have this mo-
" ment in my houfe, a quarter of fat beef, a fat

u fheep, two mallards, a duck, and a teal, be-
" fides fome fowl in fquadrons. I wHh you were
" here. Afk the Dean if I have not fine ale,

** table drink, good wine, and a new pair of
'* tables. Now hear the Dean" It grows dark,

and I cannot read one fyllable of what the Dodtor
laft writ j but conclude all to be a parcel of lies.

How are eldeft mailer and mifs ? with your

clerk and fchool-boy? So God blefs you all. If

the Doctor hath any thing more to fay, let him
conclude, as I do, with aiTurance that 1 am ever,

with great affection, yours, &c.
Read as you can, for I believe I have made

forty millakes. Diredi for me at Doclor Sheri-

dan's, in Caxrnn ; but let a club-man frank it, as

I do this. Mr. Rochfort is my franker : yours may-

be geneial , or fome other (great beaft of a)

hero. My two puppies have, in the whole jour-

ney, overpuppied their puppyftrip?. M'oft abo-

minable bad firing ; nothing; hut wet turf. " The
** devil a lie 1 writ, nor will I write to the end
M of my life. May all happinefs attend you and

* Mrs. WbitFwayS eluefi C
tc your
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your family. I am, with all good wifh.es and

affection, your moft obedient humble fervant,

THOMAS SHERIDAN.

" You were plaguy faucy who did not like my
'* nuts : I do allure you my dog Lampcy
" cracks them ; the Dean is my witnefs."

L E T T E R XCir.

From fome unknown Lady to Dr. Swift.

HON. SIR, Caftletown, Nov. 9, 1735.

JlL X C U S E a Granger's addrefs ; nothing but

the opinion I have of your generofity and huma-
nity could encourage me to lay before you the

inclofed poem, being the product of a woman's
pen *. 1 fee the fevere ftrokes you lay on the

faulty part of our fex, from which number I do

not pretend to exempt myfelf
;
yet venture to de-

fire your judgment of this little unfinifhed piece,

which I fend you without giving myfelf the lei-

fure to correct it, willing that your hand mould
beftow the laft beauties. The mufe is my bell:

companion ; and if you companionate the defolate,

permit me this fatisfaction, fince a book and a

lonely walk are all the gratifications I afford my
fenfes, though not dulled with years. I muft en-
treat you to throw away two or three lines in

anfv/er to this ; and beg leave to conceal my
name, till I have the honour of writing to you
again ; which if you w:ll allow, 1 fhall trouble

you with a view of fevcral (ketches that I writ

* The Poem is loft.

occafional'.y,
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occafionally, and will no longer conceal the name
of, Honoured Sir, your molt humble lervant,

M. M.

Sir, direct, to Mrs. Mary Miran ^ at Cajlle-town,

near Gorey, in the County of IVexford.

LETTER XCIV.

Mrs. W h i t e w a y to Dr. Swift.

S I R, Nov. Sth, 1735.

J. KNOW the moment you took, this letter

imo your hand what you faid, which was, Pox
on all hijh writers, and Irijh letters. It is very

little trouble I am going to give you, only be

pleafed to anfvver the following queftions. How
does your leg do ? How is your head ? How is

your ftomach ? How many days were you on the

road ? How did you lye ? How does Dr. S.b.ri-

dan f How do you like Cavan ? And how do all

the good victuals Dr. Sheridan promiied vou turn

out ¥ * And now, Sir, I beg you will be pleafed

to luppofe that I began my letter by intreating the

favour of hearing from you ; and if that is too

great an honour for me, that you will order tome-

body elfe to do it. Dr. Sheridan would give fix-

pence I would afk who, rife oft* his chair, make
me a low bow, and uncover, to have the opportu-

nity of telling me.

Now to write politely, when I change my fub-

iec."t, I always break off, and begin a new para-

graph.

* A cant exprefiion, much ufed in thofe times upon
all occafions, and here ridiculed.

Mr.
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Mr. Waller has printed an advertifement, offer-

ing ten guineas rev/ard to any perfon that will

difcover the author of a paragraph, faid to be the

cafe of one Mr. Throp. I don't know whether
you heard any thing of fuch an affair before you
left town, but I think it is faid there is fome trial

to be about it before the houfe of commons, either

next week, or the week following. I beg you
will not leave your papers and letters on the table,

as you ufed to do at the deanry, for boys and girls

and wives will be peeping ; particularly be pleafed

to take care of mine. It is certain I write cor-

rectly, and with a great deal of method ; but

however I am afraid of Curl. Dr. Sheridan has

m.y free leave to read this, on condition he burns

it infrandy ; but ftrft let him take notice of all the

compliments I make him. May be you imagine

that if you anfwer this, you will be no more
plagued with my letters ; but I have learned from
Molly f never to have done with my demands on
you : therefore write, or not write, (unlefs you
command otherwise) you mall hear once a week
from, Sir, your moil obedient and mod obliged

humble fervant,

MARTHA WHITEWAY.

Molly is juft come from the Deanry : everything

is in good order. She faw Mrs. Ridgeway
there. Young Harrijcn and his fifter prefent

you their moft obedient refpe£rs.

\ fylifs Harri/s/u
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LETTER XCIV.

Dr. Swift and Dr. Sheridan to Mrs-
W H I T E W A Y.

DEAR MADAM, Cavan, Nov. 15, 1735.

****************************
_ W R I T the above lines in the dark, and

cannot read them by a candle : what I meant was,

to bcaft of having written to you firft, and given

you a full account of my journey. I inclofed it

in a cover to Mr. R.ccbfort, in which I defired he

would fend it to your houfe : the Doctor had his

fhare in the letter : although we could not give

fatisfadion to all your queftions, I now will to

to fome. Mv leg is rather waifs ; but an honeft

man, an apothecary here, fays it begins to ripen,

and it is in no manner of danger : but I ventured

to walk, which inflamed it a little. I now keep

my leg upon a level, and the eafier becaufe the

v/eather is fo foul that I cannot walk at all.

This is the dirtieft town, and, except fome few,

the dirtieft people I ever faw, particularly the

miftrefs, daughter, and fervants of this houfe.

My puppy butler is very happy, by finding him-

felf among a race of fools almoft as nafty as him-

felf. I muff, now put you upon travelling. You
mull enquire where Shale my wine merchant lives,

and order him to have the twelve dozen of wine

in bottles ready packt up. It muff, be the wine

that was two months in bottles (as he allured me)

befoj-e I left Dublin : for thefe a carrier will be

readv
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ready next week to bring them hither. The deanery

woman muft be ready, and Kenrick and Laud mufr.

aflift ; and the carrier muft take them from Shale's

cellar, ready packt up. My fervice to mifs Har-
rifon. Pray fend her hither by the firft carrier ;

and give her eighteen-pence to bear her charges
;

of which I will pay three-pence, and the Doclor
intends to pay another penny. By the conduct of

this family, I apprehend the day of judgment is

approaching j the father againft the daughter, the

wife againft the hufband, £ffc. I battle as well as

I can, but in vain ; and you fhall change my
name to Doctor Shift. We abound in wild fowl,

by the goodnels of a gentleman in this town, who
fhoots ducks, teal, woodcocks, fnipes, hares, &c.
for us. Our kitchen is a hundred yards from the

houfe; but the way is foft, and fo fond of our
fhoes, that it covers them with its favours. My
firft attempt was to repair the Summer Houfe, and
make the way pafTable to it ; whereupon Bcreas

was To angry, that he blew off the roof. This is

the feventh day of my landing here, of which we
have had two and a half tolerable. The Doctor
is at fchool ; when he comes I will enquire who
is this romantic chevalier . As to {Feller's,

advertifement, if I was in town I would, for the

ten guineas, let him know the author of the nar-

rative ; and I wifh you would, by a letter in an
unknov/n hand, inform him of what I fay ; for I

want the money to repair fome deficiencies here.

My fervice to mifs Harrifon and the Doctor *, and
my love to the two boys. I fhall ftiil inciofe to

John Rochforty except he fails in fending you my
letters, Service to Mrs. Morgan ; I hope her

huiband's man has prevailed to be of the club.

* Young Mr. Harrifon.

Vol. VI. E Adieu.
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Adieu. Pray take care of the wine, on which
my health depends. Beg a duck from the doctor.

" Beg a duck ! beg a dozen. You f halV

" not beg, but command. The Dean may talk

" of the dirtinefs of this town ; but I can affure,

" that he had more upon his fhoes yefterday than
*' is at the worif. in our corporation, wherever
" he got it. As for my part, I am tired of him,
' for I can never get him out of the dirt ; and
" that my flairs, and the poor cleanly maids, know
f very weil. You know that he talks ironically.

f* My wife and I are perfectly eafy ; for we never
*' fee one another but by chance, fcffc."

LETTER XCV.

Mrs. S i c a n to Dr. Swift.

REV. SIR, Nov. 15, 1735.

jPi GENTLEMAN, who is juft arrived from
Paris, brought me a letter from my fon, who
prefents hs duty to you, and defires me to fend

you the inclofed. I am fure I was glad of any
cccafion to write to you, in hopes of the pleafure

of hearing you were well, and arrived fafe at the

land of Canaan. The hurt you received in your

fliin, I was afraid would prevent jour going out

of town : I beg to know how it is now. I believe

you wiH be pleafed to hear poor Throp has juftice

done him in College-Green. The trial lafied till

mitln ; ^ht, and two thirds of the houfe were for

him : he is now going to petition the houfe to \

oblige Col. Waller to wave his privilege; but it is

thought he will not obtain that favour.

8 Lady
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Lady Achefon came to town yeiterday. She
defired me to orelent her beft refpects to you, and
tell you fhe is fomething better. Lord Orrery is

fretting himfelf to death that he did not come to

town time enough to enjoy the happinefs of your

converfation. Our Irijh ladies made a fine ap-

pearance the birth- day at the cattle ; nothing

about them IriJI) but their fouls and bodies : I think

they may be compared to a city on fire, which
ihines by that which detlroys them. Several

dealers in raw filk are broke : the weavers, having

no encouragement to work up the filk, fold ir,

and drank the money. I beg you will give my
fervice to Dr. Sheridan, who I hope is recovered.

His old friend lord Clancarty drinks fo hard, it is

believed he will kill himfelf before his law-fuit is

ended. I hope you will like the country about a

month, and then order Mrs. Whiteway and me to

bring a coach and fix and fet you fafe at home, for

this is no riding weather. I am, with the moll

profound refpect, dear Sir, your moft obliged

humble fervant,

E. S I C A N.

LETTER XCVI.

Mrs. Whiteway to Dr. Swift.

SIR, Nov. 15, 1735,

lAM moft extremely obliged to you for the

honour you have done me, and the account is

juft what I feared, that you would be exceffive

weary, your fhin bad, and difappointed in the

Doctor's Canaan. The latter I am forry is not
agreeable to you, but your fhin gives me infinite

trouble. I hope in God you have taken care of
E 2 it

:
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it : if it is any running fere, drefs it twice a day

with Vance turpentine, and the yolk of an egg

beaten together, an equal quantity of each. Spread

k thick on a cloth, and Dathe it once a day in

warm milk : if' it is only black and painful, apply

warm rum to it often. Pray, Sir, give orders

your meat may be indifferently done ; and if the

cook fails, then defire it may be ill done : I have

known this receipt very fuccefsful, and a dinner

eaten with pleafure cooked with thefe directions;,

You are very rude, Doctor Sberido.ii, to interrupt

me when I am fpeaking to the Dean : no wonder
I am fo bad a liftner, when you are always putting

in your word. Pox take that ftraitnefs in your

breaft, and difficulty in breathing. Drink warm
ptifan, and nothing elfe, except liquorice tea in

the morning, and ride every day. Sir, I know
nothing of the Spanijf) liquorice, unlefs it came
with the reft of the things from the apothecary's,

or Mrs. Sican : but fo far your iervant is right,

that what bandies I found on the bed, I put up :

I was wrong that I did not examine them ; let

Dr. Sheridan t^ke it plentifully, it is very good for

him. I was at the Deanry two days ago ; every

y is right there ; the floor you He in is all

clean, and I delired Mrs. Ridge-way to get the

great chair covered, and *jane to put a fire oace a

week in your chamber, and in the drawing-rocm,

to air the ladies and gentlemen. One cf the in-

clofed papers Mr. Kenrick defired me to fend ; you

fee I keep to my word, and am determined never

to troubie you with other people's bufinefs. The
vengeance take you, doctor, will you never be

quiet ? I tell you I have never a fat pigeon for

you, your godfe I will not have ; we are over-

fcocked with them ; but I fend you Col. Waller 's

caic, that came before the houle en Thurfday. I

believe
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believe you will wonder that after the 'heavy

charges laid on Mr. Throp fo juftly by the Col.

that he was not ordered into cuftody ; but to the

furprize of every body the chairman was voted out

of the chair at one of the clock in the morning,

and fo the affair ended. It is true, there was a

mifrake of about a month between Col. Wallcr\

account and Mr. Tbrcp's in the ferving of a fub-

pcena ; and I think it was a fcandalous thing,

that a worthy member's word mould not be taken

before a little parfon's oath. I fuppofe you expecl:

I mould anfwer your logic and compliments ; but

do you think I have nothing elfe to employ me
but trifling away my time in murdering the;

language with your ay Con O my's ? I am no
more a lyar than yourfelf; therefore you are

obliged to accept of my belt wifb.es and mod
hunitde refpecis : fo I have done with you this

time for good and all. Mr. Dean, I am fure

R.ocbefaucault's maxim never fails : I am this

moment an inftance of it, taking a fecret pleafure

in all the little ruffles you meet with in the coun-

try, in hopes it will hafren you to town. My He
olive branch has a more immediate lofs than any
of us ; his body fuffers as well as his mind ; for

fince he cannot enjoy the happinefe and benefit of

your converfation, he applies himfelf too clofe to

his fludies : in fhort, I think ke is almofl in the

ftate of the company he entertains himfelf with

all the morning ; and if you faw him in company
of the attendants of the governor of Glubbdubdridy

you would find the fame horror feize you by look-

ing on his countenance *. My fair daughter pre-

sents you her mod humble and obedient refpects ;

* Mr. Harrifon was always very thin, aud of aweak-iy

tonftiiution.

E 3 fays,
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fays, flie is not at all changed by your abfence,

for whenever fhe has the honour to fee you, you
will ftill find her the fame. I am, Sir, your moft
obedient and obliged humble fervant,

MARTHA WHITEWAY,

"Jane jufi came here with a poem of Mr. Dun-
kinS) that was fent to the deanry, and this

letter that I inclofe.

LETTER XCVII.

Dr. Swift and Dr. Sheridan to Mrs.
W h I t e w A Y.

DEAR MADAM, Cavan, Nov. 18th, 1735.

\y E were undone for want of your anfwer,

and thought that Mr. Rochfort was at his country

feat, to whom I directed mine, as he was a franker.

Never any thing of fo fmall a kind was fo vexati-

ous to me as this broken {hin. If I had appre-

hended the confequences, I would not have ftirred

from Dublin until it was cured. It hath prevented"

my walking and riding. An apothecary, the

only doctor here, has it in care, and I cannot fay

I am better. But the furgeon of the ba' iack here,

a friend to the doctor, has been with me this

morning, faw the fore, and fays it is in a good

way j and that he will confult with the apothecary,

and foon make me well. It fmarts more y to-day

than ever ; but the furgeon laid, it was becaufe

fome powder called precipitate (an like you) was

put on this morning to eat off the black fkin in the

middle of the fore. It digefts every day, but I

cannot
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cannot digeft it. I fhall lofe my health by fitting

ftill, and my leg in a chair, like a Grattan in the

gout. I wifh I had (laid at home, and you had

been my furgeon. To fay truth, this town and

country are fo difagreeable by nature and art, that

I have no other temptation to ride or walk except

that of health, our houfe, and fhoes, and ftreets

are fo perpetually and abominably dirty. Eight

of the inhabitants came out to meet me a mile or

two from town. The reft would have come but

for fome unexpected impediment. In fome days

after I invited the principal men in town to fup

with me at the beft inn here. There were fixteeri

of them, and I came off rarely for about thirty

(hillings. They were all very mo-Jeff and oblig-

ing. Wild fowl is cheap, and all very good,

except the ducks, which, though far from fea,

have a rank tafte from the lakes. It is nothing to

have a prefen t of a dozen fnipes, teal, woodcock,

widgeon, duck and mallard, &c. You would

admire to fee me at my endeavours to fupply

deanry conveniencies. The curfed turf is two
hours kindling, and two minutes decoying. You
are a little too jocofe upon Mr. Harrifon's coun-
tenance. I hope he hath no return of illnefs, nor

is more lean than I left him. He muft borrow an
hour more from his ftudies, and beftow it on ex-

ercife and mirth j otherwife he may be like the

mifer, who, by not affording himfelf victuals,

died a dozen years the fooner, by which he loft

many thoufand pounds more than if he had fed

upon pheafants, and drank burgundy every day.

I muft now repeat the commiflion I mentioned.
The old woman, Kenrick, and Laud muft find out
Sbele the wine merchant : a carrier will go next
week to the deanry, be taught to find out Sbele

with Kcmlck. Sbele muft, as he promifed, pack

E 4 up
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up 12 dozen of his claret which hath been bottled

three months already. This mud be given to the

carrier by Shde y and ready put up in Come hampers

as he will contrive. I hope Mr. Rochfort will be

in town to fend you this letter. I am ever yours,

3nd m) love to the girl and boys.

LETTER XCVIIL

« DEAR M A D A M,

c
? J. O fay the truth, I am not concerned for

" the Dean's accident, fince my friend "Jacsb fays

<c there is no danger in it; becaufe it keeps him
" from his long walks, by which means I fee he is

" gathering flefh, and I hope will gather health

" and wealth by being here ; for, as the Scctch-

* s man fays, Wharc there is Muck, there is Luck.
" I have no news but tco much plenty of gutta-

'* bles ; if we had agreeable companions as plenty

" as woodcocks, ducks, fnipes, cum fociis, this

" would be a Paradife. I am, dear Madamj
64 with all fervices aforefaid, your mod obedient
*' and very humble fervant,

« T. S.

C£ Pray write to the Dean to behave himfelf
*' better to me. I want you to ftand by
* me."

LETTER XCIX.

Lord B to Dr. Swift.

SIR, Bath, Nov. 22, 1755.

HAVE been waiting for an opportunity to write

to you with fafety, becaufe I had a mind to do it

with
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with freedom ; and particularly to explain to you
what I meant, when I told you fome time ago,

that I was almoft tired with ftruggling to no pur-

pofe againft univerfal corruption. I am now at

the Bath) where there are at prefent many Irijh

families, and though I have enquired of them all,

if any gentleman or fervant was returning thither,

yet I can hear of none, fo that I am forced, if I

write at all, to truft my letter by the common pofr.

Nothing is more certain than that this letter will

be opened there, the rafcals of the ofHce have moft

infamous directions to do it upon all occafi; ns ;

but they would, every man of them, be turned

out, if a letter of mine to you, mould efcape their

intuition. 1 am thinking what the minifters may
get by their peeping ; why if I fpeak my mind
very plainly, they may difcover two things \ one
is, that I have a very great regard for you ; the

other that I have a very great contempt for them ;

and in every thing I fay or do, flill fet them at

defiance, Thefe things, if. they did not know
before, they are very welcome to find out now ;

and 1 am determined in fome other points likewife,

to fp^ak my mind very plainly to you. You muit
know then, that when I faid I grew weary of

Contending with corruption, I never meant a'ofo-

lutely to withdraw myfelf from parliament ; per-

haps I may not flacken even my perfonal oppofi-

tion to the wicked meafures of the administration,

but really I find my health begins to require fome
attention, and I labour under a diftempcr which
the long fittings in parliament by no means agree

with. When Mr. Faulkner delivered me your
forrner letter (for I have fince had one fent me
hither by Mr. Pope) I was juft got up from m\r

bed, where I had lain the whole night in moft

excefiive torture, with a violent fit of the graveL

I was
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I was rot able to write you any anfwer by him,

who was to depart in a few days, and ever fince

I have been at this place drinking the waters, in

hopes they may be of fervice to me. Befides this

of my ill ftate of health, I am convinced that our

conftkution is already ircne, and we arc- idly ftrug-

gling to maintain, what in truth has been long

loft, like feme eld fools here, with gout and pal-

fies at fourfcore years old, drinking the waters in

hopes of health again. If this was not our cafe,

and that the people are already in effect fla\es,

would it have been poflible for the fame minifter,

who had projected the excife fcheme (before the

heats it had occafioned in the nation were well

laid) to have chofen a new parliament again ex-

actly to his mind r and though perhaps not altoge-

ther fo ftrong in numbers, yet as well difpofed in

general to his purpofes as he could with. His

roafter, I doubt, is not fo well beloved as I could

wifh he was ; the minifter, I am fure, is as much
hated and oetefted as ever man was, and yet, I

fay, a new parliament was chofen of the ftamp

that was defired, juft after having failed in the

moft odious fcheme that ever was proje&ed. After

this, what hopes can there ever pofiibly be of fuc-

cefs ? Ur.lefs it be from confufion, which God
forbid, I {hould live to fee. In fhort, the whole
nation is fo abandoned and corrupt, that the

crown can never fail of a majority in both houfes

of parliament ; he makes them all in one houfe,

and he chufes above half in the other. Four and

twenty b-fhops and fixteen Scotch lords, is a teni-

ble weight in one ; forty-five from one country,

befides the weft ofEngland, and all the government
boroughs, is a dreadful number in the 'other.

Were his majefty inclined to-morrow to declare

his body-coachman his firft minifter, it would do
juft
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juft as well, and the wheels of government would

move as eafily as they do with the fagacious Driver,

who now fits in the box. Parts and abilities are

not in the leaft wanting to conduit affairs ; the

coachman knows how to feed his cattle, and

the other feeds the beafts in his fervice, and

this is all the fkill that is necefTary in either cafe.

Are not thefe fufficient difficulties and difcourage-

ments, if there were no others -

3 and would any

man ftruggle againft corruption, when he knows,

that if he is ever near defeating it, thofe who
make ufe of it, only double the dofe, and carry

all their points farther, and with a higher Hand,

than perhaps they at firft intended. Befides all

this, I have had particular misfortunes and difap-

pointments : I had a very near relation of great

abilities, who was my fellow labourer in the pub-

lic caufe : he is gone ; 1 loved and efteemed him
much, and perhaps wifhed to fee him one day

ferving his country in fome honourable ftation :

no man was more capable of doing it, nor had

better intentions for the public fervice than him-

felf, and I may truly fay, that the many mortifi-

cations he met with, in ten or twelve years ftrug-

gling in parliament, was the occafion of his death.

I have loft likewife the trueft friend, I may almoft

fay fervant, that ever man had, in Mr. Merrill ;

he underftood the courfe of the revenues, and the

public accounts of the kingdom as well, perhaps

better than any man in it, and in this refpect he

.was of fingular ufe to me : it is utterly impoflible

for me to go through the drudgery by myfelf,

which I ufed to do eafily with his afliftance, and

herein it is that oppofition galls the mcft.

Thefe feveral matters I have enumerated, you

will allow to be fome difcouragements ; but never-

thelefs, when the time comes, I believe you will

find
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find meacling the fame part I have ever done, and

which I am more fatisfied with myfelf for having

done, fince my conduct has met with your appro-

bation : and give me leave to return you my moft

fincere thanks for the many kind expreflions of

your friendship, which I efteem as I ought, and

will endeavour to deferve as well as I can. You
enquire after Bolingbrske, and when he will return

from France. If he had liftcned to your admoni-

tions and chidin^s aboucceconomv, he need never

have cone there; but now I fancy he will fcarce

return from thence, till an old gentleman, but a

very hale one, plcaf.s to dye *. I have feen feve-

ral of your letters on frugality to our poor friend

(who needed them not) but true patrio-

lii'm can have ro other foundation. When I fee

Jords of the greateft eftates, meanly ftooping to

take a dirty penfion, becaufe they want a little

ready money for their extravagancies, I cannot

help wifhing to fee fome papers writ by you, that

may, if pofiible, ihame them out of it. This is

the only thing can recover our constitution, and
reirore honefty. I have often thought that if ten

or a dozen patriots, who are known to be rich

enough to have ten difhes every day for dinner,

would invite their friends only to two or three, it

might perhaps fhame thofe who cannot afford two,

from having conftantly ten, and fo it would be in

every other circumftance of life : but luxury is our

ruin. This grave iiuffthat I have written, looks

like preaching, but I may venture to fay to you,

it is not, for I fpeak from the fincerity of my heart.

We are told a peace is made : if it be true, I am
fatisfied our minifters did not fo much as know of

the negociation : the articles which are the cften-

* Lord Bolh'glrokfs father, lord St. Jcbn.

fible
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fible ones, are better than could be expected, but

I doubt there are fome fecret ones, that may coffc

us dear, and I am fully convinced the fear of thefe

will furnim our minifters a pretence for not re-

ducing a fingle man of our army. I have juft

room to tell you a ridiculous flory has happened
here. In the diocefc of Wells the bifhop and his

chancellor have quarrelled : the confequence has

been, the bifhop has excommunicated the chan-
cellor, and he in return has excommunicated the

two archdeacons. A vifitation of the clergy was
appointed ; the bifhop not being able to go him-
felf, directed his archdeacons to vifit for him. The
chancellor alleges from the conflitution of him,
this cannot be, and that the bifhop can delegate

his power to nobody but himfelf ; i'o that probably

all the clergy who attend on the chancellor will

be excommunicated by the bifhop, and all who
obey the orders of the archdeacons will be excom-
municated by the chancellor. The bifhop in the

cathedral, when the fentence of excommunication
was going to be read, fent for it, and tore it in

the open church ; the chancellor afterwards affixed

it on the church doors. There are a great many
more very ridiculous circumftances attending this

affair, which I cannot well explain : but upon a
reference of the whole to my lord high chancellor,

I am told he has declared his opinion in fupport

of his brother chaneellor. I am glad I have left,

no fpace to put my name to the bottom of my let-

ter \ after fome things I have faid it may be impro-

per, and I am fure it is needlefs when I aflure

vou no man can be with more fmcenty and regard

than I am, your moil obedient humble fervant.
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LETTER C.

Mrs. Whiteway to Dr. Swift.

s I R,

[RECEIVE as a high favour your juft

reprimand for not anfwering your letter by the

firit poft ; nay, I will add another fault to it, by
endeavouring to excufe myfelf. It was out of the

higheft refpect I did not write, left you flu uld

think me too forward in giving trouble. But fince

I have your licence, I will not mifs an opportunity

of paying my moft humble duty, and of acknow-
ledging the greateft obligations I ever lay under to

any mortal. I have had the very ill fortune to

come late under your care ; yet even thefe disad-

vantages do not hinder you from ailing the moft

friendly part, of endeavouring to enlarge my mind,

and mending my errors : you fee how induftrioufly

I avoid mentioning the word fau'ts. When you
left us, I did not think it would be poilible for me
to dread getting a letter from you ; but the ac-

count of your leg, which I find worfe and worfe,

alarms me to that degree, that I tremble for the

confequence. I conjure you, dear Sir, not to

truft ary longer to country helps : your appetite,

your health, is in the greateft dan»er, by fitting

fo much as you muft be obliged to do, till that is

well. 1 know life is as little regarded by you as

any one ; but to live in mifery, is what 1 am fure

you ought to avoid. The wine was packed up

on Tuefday laft in a hogfhead : I thought that was
fafer than a hamper : Mr. Kenrick and Laud were

by all the time : they and Mr. Shele were here

with me that night: they tell me they got large

bottles, of which I have a great charge. Mr.
Shele
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Shek defires the wine may be kept in the fame
manner it is now packed, and taken out by half

dozens as it is ufed : the numbers taken out may
be chalked on the head of the veflel, to fee that

juftice is done : he thinks it will keep better that

way than perhaps in a cellar. I think you came
off fcandaloufly cheap with treating fixteen gen-
tlemen for a moidore. Pray, Doctor Sheridan^

when the Dean next ufes you ill, tell him of his

pitiful doings. My fon is greatly obliged to you,
Sir, for your care and advice ; and allures me your
word fliall be an oracle to him. He has not had
a return of his diforder; yet his ftomaeh is gone,
and of confequence his fpirits. Mr. and Mrs.
Morgan have commanded me to fend you their moft
obedient refpccts, and are much concerned about
your leg. Pray, Sir, date your letters. I believe

both you and Dr. Sheridan hate writing the word
November ; for not one of them have been dated.

I only hate the day of the month : the truth was,
in my laft I could not recollect it (for I think I

forgot it) and watched for fome of the brati to tell

me. Left I mould do the fame now, be pleafed to

remember I write this Nov. 22, 1735. I am,
Sir, your moft obedient and moft obliged humble
iervant,

MARTHA WHITEWAY.

If you are pleafed to direct to me under cover

to Mr. Morgan, 1 fliall get your letters.

Perhaps Mr. Rochfort may go out of town,
and then I fhould be long without them.
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LETTER CI.

Dr. Swift and Dr. Sheridan1 to Mrs.
VV H IT E W A Y.

DEAR MADAM, Nov. 22, 1735.

Jf^[ A V I N G anfwered your long letter, which

was improved by the Doctor's * additions, I now
tell you that a Monday next, which will be the

24th inilant, a carrier will go from hence, and

is directed by another letter to you, to manage the

bufinefs of fending the twelve dozen of wine,

which Mr. Sbe.e has readv bottled, and muft fee

it packed up in his bcil manner in hampers or

ho^iheads, as I mentioned in my laft, and that

the wine was bottled (as he hvs) two months be-

fore I came away. Kc?>.rick and Laud and the

women will be your afiiilants. The fellow will

be with you by /,'
i ight or Thursday morn-

ing, and 1 will write by him. I cannot fay my
fhin is yet be'ter, although our apothecary and the

barrack furgeon attend me; but they fee no danger,

and promife I fhall recover in a few days. Mean-
time, I dare neither walk nor iide, and yet I think

my ftomach is better, and fo may continue till I

grow weary of fnipe, teal, widgeon, woodcock,

hare, leveret, wild duck, r.cIdrV.re, cirV. My Ser-

vice to your He and the brats. Let Kenrick^ my
verger, know what I write about the wine, that

he and Laud and the women may be prepared ;

this will fave me a le.ter to him. I am ever

entit bus.

Cavan, Nov. 22a, 17:5.

I fhall never be quiet j a country author un-

known hath fent me a manufcript of 200 pages

* Mr. H
< for
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for my judgment. Pray fend me the three quires'

of paper in quarto ; for the Do£tor hath (wallowed

up mine, and we have none lefr.

tc I can allure you, dear Madam, with pleafure,

that the Dean begins to look healthier and
' plumper already ; and I hope will mend every
* day. But to deal plainly with you, I am a

' little afraid of his good ftomach, though victuals

' are cheap, becaufe it improves every day, and.

' I do not know how far this may increafe my
'• family expences. He pays me but two crowns
' a week, for his ordinary : and I own, that I am
' a little too modeft to grumble at it ; but if you
' would give him a hint about wear and tare of
' goods, I make no doubt but his own difcretion
1 would make him raife his price. Pray do this

5 (as you do all other things) in the handfomen:
s manner you can. I am, to you and yours, as

' much yours as the Dean aforefaid."

I defire you will hint to the Doctor that he
would pleafe to abate four {hillings a week from

the ten, which he mod exorbitantly makes me pay
him ; but tell him you got this hint from ano-

ther hand, and that all Dublin cries lhame at him
for it.

LETTER CII.

Mrs. Whiteway to Dr. Swift..

SIR, Nov. 25, 1735,

S HAVE not knov/n for fome years, the plea"

fiirc of a poft-day, till within thefe three weeks*
I read your letters twentv times over. 1 tell vou.

Vol. VI. ' F this
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this to induce you to continue me your favour;

for I know it is your ftudy to make the wretched
happy. The wine is ready for the carman, and
all the caution taken that you commanded. If I

durfr, I would repine, that you could think I

fhould require your orders three times repeated to

take care of what you told me your health de-

pended on. I rejoice to find your flomach is

better, but grieve to hear your leg continues fo

long bad. 1 fnall defpife your furgeon and apo-

thecary, if they do not cure it immediately. Apolla

hath always waited on you, when it was net half

fo material. Where the vengeance is he now ?

After all, he juftly quits you, fince you have left

off invoking him. Idlenefs is your crime ; topunifh

you, he confines you to a chair, and the penance

he enjoins, is to employ ycur pen once more : if

not, there are vultures to prey on legs as well as

livers : I wifii you were fafe cut of their hands.

Mr. , Dr. 's curare, lad week commit-
ted another fine exploit : he way-laid his wife,

who was going home from a neighbour's, about

eleven at night, with two fervant maids with her,

and would have perfuaded her to have gone to his

lodging ; (he refufing, he called the watch, and

put her and her mads into the watch-houfe as

ftrollers, with orders to keep them there till morn-

ing. Mrs. got ofF by fome means or other,

but the women were kept all night. Mrs. Sican

told me the news, and withal that the Dr. is at

laft very angry with him. Mr. 's great fond-

nefs to get his wife home, was to flop a profecution

{he had begun againft him in the bifhop's court,

for cruel ulage ; and if he had prevailed on her to

have gone with him, the affair muft have dropped.

I was at the deanry on Saturday, though I forgot

to mention it in my laft letter. My fon was there

yefterday,
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yefterday, and I would have been three to-day, if

a fwelled face had not prevented me. I have fent

for Mr. Kcnr'uk, or Mr. Laud, to let them know
your commands. I muft beg the favour of you
to deliver the inclofed to Dr. Sheridan, and to

pardon my fealing it. You are fenfible there are

fecrets that the neareft friends muft not fee. As
you have nothing to do, be pleafed to write me
the heads of the two hundred pages in manufcript,

and I will give my opinion about it. I muft now
intreat you to think of coming to town; I truft

in God your (hin will not require it ; but confi-

der how it is poffible for me to fpend the Winter
evenings, who have been fo delightfully entertained

all Summer at the deanry. I have ftaid till the lair,

moment before 1 fealed this, in expectation of

feeing fomebody from your houfe, but am difap-

pointed. I promife to take care to fee the wine
leave this place fafe, and to fend the paper by the

carman. My (on and daughter are your mod
obedient fervants. I am, Sir, with the hi^heft

refpecfc, your moft obliged and moft obedient hum-
ble fervant,

MARTHA vVHITEWAY,

LETTER CIII.

Mrs. White w a y to Dr. S v,
r
i f t.

SIR, Dublin, Nov. 29th, 1735.

X NEVER was more out of temper in my life

than I have been thefe two days
; yefterday that [

did not hear from you, and to-day at the rogue

that brought your letter to Mr. Kenrick at ten Tail:

night, and the disappointment we have met with

from him that was to carry the wine tp Cavern

.

F 2 The
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The ihclofed letter gives fo full an account, that

I need add nothing to it, but his being a right

county of Cavan man. I defire Dr Sheridan will

take care for the future not to employ them about

your bufinefs ; I owe him this reflection for truft-

ing fuch rogues. Pray, fir, tell me what J fhall

do in this bufinefs ; fhall I get Mr. Sbdt ar.d Mr.
Kenrick to look out for an honeft carman, and
agree as cheap as we can to carry it to you r for I

find there is no depending on the Doctor's coun-

trymen. Had you allured me, as you fay the fur-

geon does, that your leg was better, my joy would
be equal to the une?.finefs I have fuffered on that

occafion. I fear I fhall never have the pleafure

of being with you on your birth-day ; were my
purfe as heavy as my heart is, that I cannot be

with you to-morrow, I would this night have been

at Cavan, and have left it on Monday morning.

I Ak.11 make a great entertainment to-morrow
for my family, to celebrate the Drapier's birth-

day, and drink his health. My two eldeft cubs

fmatch me that) prefent you their mod humble
and obedient refpects, with their hearty wifhes of

long life, health and happihefs to attend you.

They durft not take the liberty to fend this with

their hand, but do it with their heart. I fend

you their own words ; but where fhall I find any
that can exprefs what I would fay on the fubje£t ?

the moft fincere would be what I defire for myfelf

whilft I continue in this world, which is health

and quietnefs. This I pray God grant you in the

Jargeft portion, and life as long as you fhall de-

fire" it !

Mr. Morgan $ heathenifh name is Marcus Ants-

nius ; I faw him and his lady vefterday, who both

fay they fhould be glad to kifs your hand ; his-

eldeft fon is in the meafles. Laft night died the

bifhop
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bifhop of OJfory of an inflammation on the luno;s

:

he caught cold on Sunday at the Caftle chapel.

We have provided one of the bifhopricks for

doctor Marloy.

I am told by fome people that lord Orrery in-

tends to make vou and dodtor Sheridan a vifu ; if

fo, I fear it w:ll be a long time before you will

think of returning here. I expect a long letter

from doctor Sheridan, in anfwer to all that 1 have
faid to him in this.

I think this is fo well written that it needs no
apology for a bad pen.

J am, Sir, your moft humble and mod obedient

fervant,

M. WHITEWAY.

LETTER CIV.

Dr. Swift and Dr. Sheridan to Mrs.
W h I r £ w a v.

DEAR MADAM, Cavsn, Nov. 28, 1-35.
T
X TAKE advantage a day before the poft to

write to you ; and this is the firft day I have ven-

tured to walk this fortnight paft, except yeiterday,

when I dined with my iurgeon at the barrack.

This morning I vifited four ladies in the town,
of which your friend Mrs. Donaldfon was one.

My whole journey hath been d ^appointed by this

accident ; for I intended to have been a conftant

rider, and as much a walker as this dirty town •

would allow. Here are a thoufar.J domeitic con-

veniences wanting ; but one pair or' tongs in the

whole houie ; the turf fo wet, that a tolerable fire is

a miracle ; the kitchen is a cabin a hundred yards

off' and a half; the back and fore door always left

open, which in a ftorm (our confrant companion)

F 3 threatens
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threatens the fall of the whole edifice : Madam as

profs as the Devil, and as lazy as any of her filter

lows, and as naity. Thefe are fome of our blind

fides. But we have a good room to eat in, and

the wife and ledgers have another, where the

Doctor often fits and feems to eat, but comes to

Iriy eating-room (which is his ftudy) there fmifhes

the meal, and hath fhare of a pint of wine. Then
v.e have an honeft neighbour, Mr. Price,, who fits

the evening, and wins our money at backgammon,
though theDodtor fometimes wins by his blunder-

ing. As to meat, we are hard put to it. 'Tis

true, our beef and mutton are very gcod ; but for

the reft, we are forced to take up v.kh hares, par-

tridges, teal, groufe, fnipes, woodcocks, plover,

filver eels, and fuch trafh ; which although they

be plentiful and excellent in their kmds, you know
are unworthy of a refined Dublin dean. I expect

btfere this letter goes that the canLr will be here

with the wine, and that I (hall have time to chide

you for five dozen of bottles broke by the ill pack*

ing up. He fet out from hence on Tuefday, but I

iuppofe cannot return till next week. 1 had, feve-

la! days ago, a letter from Mrs. SU--r,n
y

r,nd ano-

ther from her French fori *, an excellent good one

;

when you go that way, tell her of this, with my
fervid?, and that I will write to her foon. Your
letters have been fo friendly, fo frequent and fo

entertaining, and oblige me fo much, that I am

* The Dr. calls voung Dr. Sican her French fon, be-

caufe he was then travelling ir. France. This young
gentleman was at lafl: unfortunately murdered, as he
was travelli* g in Italy in a pofl-chaife, by a pcrfon who
rred his piitol at him from another poiii-chaife, upon
fome difpute between the drivers contending for the

afrnid
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afraid in a little time they will make me forget you

are a coufin, and treat you as a friend. If Apollo

hath intirely negledfed my head, can you think

he will defcend to take care of my fhin ? Earthly

ladies forfake us at forty, and the Mufes at

fifty-five. I have mentioned that rafcal — to Dr.

Delany, who defended him as well as he could,

but very weakly ; if the Doclor will not caft him
off, he will juftly expofe himfelf to cenfure.

I wifh you would fpeak to your dearly beloved

monlter Mr. , when he comes to town, about

my Laracor agent, to pay me fome money, and to

reproach for his infamous neglect of my
affairs. He is one of your favourites, and—
another ; I hope I am not the third.

I have juft fpoken about the thread to Mrs.

Sheridan, who tells me, that what you defire is to

be had here every market day ; and that Mrs.

Donaldfon underftands it very well. " To carry

on the thread of the difcourfe, I difcovered the

little dirty b—h, the fire-maker, to be the

opener of the doors, and the leaver of them fo ;

for which the dean had her lugged this evening

by the cook-maid ; for which he paid her a

three- pence +, and gave the little girl a penny

for being lugged ; and becaufe the cook did

not lug her well enough, he gave her a lugging,

to fhew her the way. Thefe are fome of our

fublimer amufements. I wifh you were here to

partake of them. The only thing of impor-

tance I can tell you is,"— (Ay, what is it ? He
fhall be hanged rather than take up any more of

this paper. It is true that the Legion Club is

finking the value of gold and filver to the fame

+ A little filver piece current in thofe days, but the

fpecies has been long worn out.

F 4 with
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with England, and are putting 4/. a hogfhead more
duty on wine ? The curfed vipers ufe all means to

incieafe the number of abfentees. Wei!, I niuft

go to the market about this thread. It is now
j\ tv 29th ; I fear the Doctor will hedge in a line.

I have now got Mr. Morgans heathenifh Chriftian

name, and will direct my letters to him. I am to

fin-ib 3 letter 10 Mrs. Sican : I defire you will call

• n her lometimes. My love to your brars. I have
fettled with Mrs. I m about the thread ; but

will order a double qurntitv, that you may knit

(lockings for your dear felf. Let the Doctor con-
clude. I am ever, csV. " Madam, I have only
" room to tell you that I will fee you the 12th or
" 1 3th cf Deo.) excufe a long parenthefis ; your
" molt obedient and"

LETTER CV.

Mrs. W h 1 t e w a y to Dr. Swift.

SIR, Dubiin, December 2d, 1735.

X WADED this morning through dirt and rain

to the Deanry ; but I place ro more to your ac-

count than from High-Street. I found every thing

in great order
;
your bed and window curtains

cleaned, and to my fatisfaction, the great chairs

covered ; the d<~gs in h:gn fpirits, the woman in

good humour, and Mr. Kcr.rieh and Mrs. Ridge-

U>oy on duty. I am quite afbamed of my enter-

tainment on Sunday. The Drapier's birth-day

was celebrated by Mr. Laud with a dinner of

wild- duck, plover, turkey, and pullet; two bowls

of punch, and three bottles of claret. At night

Mr fcmrick gave a fupper, wbh an ocean of

punch. 'I heir houfes were illuminated, and the

bells
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bells rung. Several other houfes followed their

example.

I am almoft reconciled to your furgeon ; the

next letter, I hope, will fmifh our quarrel. When
he has fet you firmly on your legs, if making
Gods were not out of fuffoion, I would translate

him ; however he fhall be my faint.

As you have been remarkable for never being

fevere on the ladies, I am furpnzed you (hould fay

that we forfake the men at forty. I deny the fa£t ;

while they fing our praifes, we continue to hold

them in admiration. For an example of this, I

give the author of The Ladies' Di effing- room, and

Strephon and Cbloe, who, by wi iting thefe poems,

gained the hearts of the whole lex.

i heartily pity you for want of meat ; I wifi) I

could fend you a large fhouMer of mutton, frefh

killed ; how pure and fweet it would eat ! I have

juft left part of one in the parlour; the very

thoughts of it make me hungry again : 1 think I

will go down, and take the other flice *. I know
it is not to any purpofe to reproach you with

avarice, for a poor pint of wine among three of

you. Whatever you do at home, I am afhamed

to find you fhew it at Cavan ; I fuppoie your ex-

cufe will be at the expence of the poor carman ;

but if you had any generofity, you would live on
the public, as I do, till your rents came in. Dr.

Sheridan fays, you gave private orders, and coun-

termanded the wine, to fpunge on him. I own

* Here' Mrs Whitevuay is merry with the Dottcr,

who could not endure mutton which had not been killed

three or four davs before : on the contrary, Mrs. White

-

m ay liked hers ibfreih, that Dr. Swift ufed pleafantly

y of her, That ihe liked mutton that was killed

to-morrow.

I think
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I think it looks like it, or you would not have let

the man come to town without a car,

I fee you are proof againft ftorms within and

without doors, or you would not think of fraying

in the country when the Doctor leaves it. There
is no occafion for you to convince the world that

you want but one trial to outdo Socrates in every

thing ; let not this keep you, for I promife to

provide one for 35. \d. that fhall outfhine Solo-

man's brawler.

Molly and young Harrifon are grown fo faucy at

feeing their names fo often in your letters, that I

cannot govern them : pray be pleafed to take them
down a little. All that I can do to vex them, is

not to fend you their compliments. My fon in-

treats you will finifh your Latina Anglia treatife ;

which he defires you will immediately fend him a

copy of.

Doctor Sheridan s laft letter is fo long and full

of particulars, that I cannot anfwer it till I fee

him. I am fo proud of being difcarded from being

a coufin, that for the future I fhall not own either

Efq; or Mr. for relations ; nor ever

dare to think you a favourite. But I hope you

will allow me to term you my Oracle, and to ac-

knowledge myfelf, Sir, your moil humble and

moft obedient fervant,

MARTHA WH1TEWAY.
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LETTER CVI.

Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway.

DEAR MADAM, Cavan, Dec. 6, 1735.

JL H AV E yours of Nov. the 29th. The Doctor,

who is always fanguine, reckoned upon the wine

as fure as if it had been in his cellar under the

flairs ; but I, who am ever defponding, told him
I was fure there would be fome difappointment.

I matter it not, for we have enough ftill to hold

us a reafonable term, at one bottle a day between

us, at leaft if he would leave off inviting young

Mr. Price, Parfon Richardfon, Mr. Najh, Mr.

Jacob, Surgeon of the troop, Squire Fleming of

Balhaynockhye, Doclor O Neil, Doctor Fludd, Parfon

Charlton of Evackthonyeul, befide the reft of our

Cavan gentry and neighbourhood. I will not

have the wine fent by any carrier on purpofe : it

would be a confounded expence : but we will

wait until a further opportunity by Marcus Tulfy,

the genuine orator and carrier of our city. I

refufed a long time to (hew the Doclor that part

of your letter which reflects upon not only his

countrymen, but his townfmen, and fifty to one

but upon one of his own or madam's coufins ;

yet there is no danger of kindred, for our town
agrees that Tully is an honeft carrier. I was in

hopes your great entertainment had been for your

tenant, with his half year's rent. I am forry it was
on account of forne fcrub Drapicr, of whom I

never heard. Only I know thev are all rogues,

and I fhall not pay for their extravagance. I

forgot to tell you that the barrack- furgeon pre-

ferred the very fame medicine that you advifed

for
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for my fhin. My leg is fo well, that I have been

twice riding, and walk in the town, that is to

fay in the dirt, every day. We have now a fine

froft, and walk fafe nom dirt ; but it i^ like a life

at court, very flipperv. 1 do not like to fee my
money laid out in cleaning curtains, and coveting

chairs ; but fince, as you fay, you are pleafed to

be at :hnt expence, I thankfully fuimtt. The
Doctor vv 11 be w ith you on Friday next : he goes

to fee the Grand Monde, and beg fubferipti* ns to

build a fchool-houfe. He taxe* you only at ten

guineas 1 am to fta\ with madam and his daugh-

ter until his return, which will be about a month
hence, when da)s grou longer and warmer.

Pox t<:ke country ladies dinners. In fpite of all

I could f.iv, I was kept fo late by their formality

on Thurfday laft, that I was force J to ride five

mile? after night-fall, on the worft road in Europe,

or county of Cavan. The Doctor cannot have

time to write a word: he expects a rogue of an

agent this evening, who will not come, with two
or thiee hundred pounds arrears, by which means

I fhall be kept here for want of money, which I

I was fool enough 'o expect to get from him, to

bear my charges Lack. My lhtn coft me three

guineas, tend 1 brought but twenty pounds. I

. defi.e the room and bed I lye in may be often

aired. The doctor will not lye ar the deanry,

becaufe it is fcr from his friends, and he is afraid

cf robbers. I approve your name of Cub ; but

may your male cub nevei lit in the club. I will

not pay the thr:c fhiilings and four-pence for a

wife, as you propofe, becaufe I can get one here for

two thirteens. Mrs Dorafdfon is making the

thread with her own fair fingers. 1 dare not come
to town till Mifs Harrifon gives me a general dif-

charge. I defire to know her utmolt demands.

My
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My chief amufement here is backgammon. Dr«
Sheriaan is a peevifh bungler, and I fometimea

win his money. Mr. Price is an expert civil

gamefter, and I always iofe to him. This is the

ftate of my affairs. The Doctor is come up, and
fays he will not write a word, becaufe he is bufy,

and will fee you foon. Entre nous I will not ftay

when the DodW is gone ; but this is a fecret

:

and if my health and the weather will permit, I

will be in town two or three days after him. So I

clofe this letter, and remain entierement a vous, &c.

My humble fervice to the bearer * and his lady.

God ever blefs you and your fire fide.

LETTER CVIL

Earl of Orrery to Dr. Swift.

DEAR SIR, Jan. 3, 1735-6,

[HAVE thought it more than a century fince

1 faw you. I crawled out to you on Saturday,

but wTas forced to come from your houfe and go to

bed ; fince which time I have not ftirred out of

my chamber. My cold continues Hill bad ; and has

been hanging upon me now for above a fortnight.

}*ray tell me when I may hope to fee you again

:

o" notas audire iy reddere voces. I dine at home
to-morrow : will you fhare a fowl with me ? I

am fcarce able to hold up my head ; but the fight

of you .Will !io a great way towards recovering

your ever obliged and faithful fervant,

O RRERY.
;i Mr, Morgan, to whom this letter was enveloped.
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LETTER CVIII.

Mrs. Pendarves to Dr. Swift.

SIR, Bath, 7th Jan. 1735-6.

[AM told you have fome thoughts of coming
here in the fpiin^. I don't think it proper to tell

you how well pleafed I am with that faint prof-

peel ; for fuch I muil call it till the report is

confirmed with your own hand. I write in all

hafce to know if you really have any fuch defign ;

for if you have, I fhall order my affairs accord-

ingly, that I may be able to meet you here. The
good old cuftom of wifhing a happy new year to

one's friend is now exploded among our refined

people of the prefent age ; but I hope you will

give me leave to tell you, without being offended,

that I wim you many years of happinefs. The
phyficians have at laft advifed my After to the

Bath warers. We have been here a fortnight :

they do not difagree with her ; that is all can be

faid of them at prefent. I wrote to you from

Paradife, and hope there is a letter of yours tra-

velling towards me ; I think I have ufed you to a

bad cuftom of late, that of writing two letters

for one of yours. I am often told I have great

affurance in writing to you at all, and to be fure

I muft do it with great fear and trembling. I am
not believed when I affirm I write to you with as

much eafe as to any correfpondent I have ; for I

know you as much above eriticiilng a letter of

mine, as I mould be below your notice, if I gave

myfelf any affected airs : you have encouraged my
correfpondence, and 1 (hould be a brute if I did

not make the beft of fuch an opportunity*

Bath
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Bath is full of people, fuch as they are ; none
worth giving you any account of; my folace is

Mrs. Barber, whofe fpirit and good countenance
cheers me whenever I hear or fee her ; me is at

prefent pretty well. Company is this moment
coming up flairs, and I can only add that I am,
Sir, your mod faithful humble fervant,

M. PENDARVES,

LETTER CIX.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

DEAR SIR, Cavan, Jan. 17, 1735 6.

J RECEIVED your letter of reproaches

with pleafure ; and as I know you hate excufes, I

fhall make none. Whoever has informed you
that I was not in my fchool at the right time ap-

pointed, has not done me juftice; for whatever
elfe I may difappoint, that mall be inviolably and
punctually obferved by me. * * * * * *********
As for my Quondam friends, as you flile them,

Quondam them all. It is the moft decent way I

can curfe them ; for they lulled me afleep till they

ftole my fchool into the hands of a blockhead, and
have driven me towards the latter end of my life

to a difagreeable folitude, where I have the mifery

to reflect upon my folly in making fuch a perfi-

dious choice, at a time when it was not in my
nature to fufpecl: any foul upon earth. * * ********
Now to think a little for myfelf. The duke of

Dorfet does certainly owe me a fmall living for the

3 expenfive
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CXpenfive entertainment I gave him from Terence *.

I only want a proper perion to dun him ; and I

know it will be done if my lord Orrery will un-

dertake it. Do not think me fanguine in this
j

for more unlikely and lefs reafonabte favours have

been granted. God knows whether, duiing my
life, we ihall have another fcholar fent us for a

lord lieutenant. *************
I wifh you as much happinefs as I have plague,

which is enough for any homft man. I am,
dear Sir, your moil obedient and very humble
fervant,

THOMAS SHERIDAN.

LETTER CX.

Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway.

MY DEAR MADAM, Feb. i?, 17:5-6,

[PITY you and your family, and I heartily

pray for both : I pity myfelf, and my prayers are

not wanting ; but I pity not him f. I count al-

ready that you and I and the world muft lofe him
;

but do not lofe your (elf. I was bom to a million of

difappoimments : I had fet rnv heart very much
upon that young man ; but I find he has no buft-

nefs in fo corrupt a world. Therefore pray take

courage from Chriftianity, which will aflift you
when humanity fails : I wifh I were in his con_

dition, with his virtues. I am a little mending

* This was a play of Terence, a&ed by the Dr. '9

fcholars for the entertainment of the duke.

f Theophilus Harrifon, Efq; a young gentleman of

three and twenty, who was then upon his death-bed.

to
*



( *i )

to my fhame be it fpoken. I fhall alfo lofe a Tort

of a Ton as well as you : only our cafes are differ-

ent ; for you have more, and it is your duty to

preferve yourfelf for them. I am ever your molt
affectionate and obedient, &V.

J. SWIFT.

LETTER CXI.

The Bifhop of Kilmore * to Dr. S w

I

f Ti

REVEREND SIR, February 23, 1735-6.

1 SEND you the whole piece f, fuch as it is :

I fear you will find the addition, purfuant to your
hint, heavy ; for I could not get my imagination

warmed to the fame degree as in the former part.

I hope you will fupply what fhall be wanting of
fpirit ; and when you have pruned the rough fea-

thers, the Ands and Thats, &c. you will fend

the Kite to the Faulconer, to fet it a flying. I
am your very faithful and obedient fervant,

J. K.

May not I claim three or four copies when
printed ?

* Dr Jojiah Harte, afterwards archbifhop of Tuam.

f A fatire on Quadrille, for which Mr. Faulkner

the printer was fent to Nenvgate. Vide Johnjioti's edi-

tion of Swift's works printed 1765, letter N. 65,

Vol. VI. G
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LETTER CXII.

Dr. Swift to Mifs Harrison.

DEAR MISS HARRISOX, February 23, 1735$.

J[ AM in all poffible concern for your prefent

fituation : I heartily wifh you could prevail on
your mother to remove immediately to fome friend

or neighbour's houfe, that (he may be out of the

light and hearing of what muff, be done to-day.

I wifh your eldeft brother Whiteway would take

care to carry her to fome part of the town where
{he might continue until your houfe may be put

in order, and every thing that might renew
the memory of melancholy objects be removed.
Let your brother IVhiteway write to me, that I

may know how you all are, particularly your poor

mother. I am ever, bV.

J. SWIFT.

LETTER CXIII.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

DEAR SIR, February 23, 1735-6.

I AM extremely concerned to find your old dif-

order has got hold of you again, which would not

have happened if you had taken my advice to con-

tinue here where you were well. I cannot help

retorting, that I never knew any perfon fo unad-

vifeable as you are, efpecially when it comes from

me, who am famous for giving the beft advice,

and following the worft. Surely Mr. can-

not be fo unjufr. as to let me be above pounds

a fufferer for that profligate brute he fhaked off

upon
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upon me : if he does perfevere in it, I will let all

mankind know, that he acls rather like a little

rafcally lrijh folicitor than a man of honour. I

have already almoft finifhed a dialogue between
Lady Betty Tattle and *John Solemn (if my money
be not paid, neceflity muft make me write for

bread) upon a fubjecl: they will not much like ;

which I vow to God (hall be publifhed. As I do
not wear a fword, I muft have recourfe to the

weapon in my hand. It is a better method than

a law-fuit. My fchool only fupplies me with pre-

fent food, without which I cannot live. I hope,

if I have any friends left, it may encreafe, and
once more put me out of a miferable dependancc

upon the caprice of friendfhip. This year has

been to me like fleering through the Cyclades in a

ftorm without a rudder ; I hope to have a lefs

dangerous and more open fea the next ; and as

you are out of all danger to feel the like fufferings,

I pray God you may never feel a dun to the end

of your life ; for it is too mocking to an honeft

heart. It grieves me much to hear poor Mr.
Harrifon is in fuch a dangerous way. I pray God
preferve him, not only for his poor mother's fake,

but the good of mankind ; for I think I never

knew fo valuable a young man. I befeech you to

let me know, by the next poft, how he is. I

fear the worft of that horrid treacherous diftemper.,

I am, dear Sir, with all refpect, your moft obe-

dient and very humble fervant,

THOMAS SHERIDAN,

I loft fixty-fix pounds bya rogue who run off*

Drumcor laft year.

Gz
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LETTER CXIV.

Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway.

DEAR MADAM, February 25, 1735-6.

£ N the midft of your grief and my own for the

fame misfortune, I cannot forbear complaining of

your conduct through the whole courfe of your

affliction, which made you not only neglect yourfelf,

but the greater part of thofe who are left, and,

by the fame law of nature, have an equal title to

your care. I writ on Monday to Mifs Harrifon,

that fhe would beg you, in my name, to remove

fome hours to a neighbour, that your ears might

not be harraiTed with the preparations for what
was then to be done. She told me you would not

yield ; and, at the fame time, fhe much feared

fhe muft lofe you too. Some degree of wifdom is

required in the greateft calamity, becaufe God
requires it ; becaufe he knows what is beft for us

;

becaufe he never intended any thing like perfect

happinefs in the prefent life; and, becaufe it is

our duty, as well as intereft, to fubmit. I will

nuke you another propofal, and {hall take it very

unkindly if you do not comply. It is, that you

would come hither this day immediately, where

you will have a convenient apartment, and leave

the fcene that will be always putting you in mind
of your lofs. Your daughter can manage the

hcufe, and fometimes ftep to fee you. All care

fhall be taken of you, and Dr. Robinfon will vifit

you with more eafe, if you have occahon for him.

Mrs. Ridgeway fhall attend you, and I will be

your companion. Let Mifs Harrljon return me
an
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,an anfwer, and things fhall be ready for you. I

am ever, with true efteem and affection, dear

Madam, your moft obedient fervant and coufin,

J. SWIFT.

LETTER CXV.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

DEAR SIR, Feb. 29, 1735-6.

J. SINCERELY condole with you for the

unfpeakable lofs of Mr. Harrifon, which cannot
be repaired in any other of his age in this world
It wounds my heart every moment I recollect him.

I do verily believe no man living has met with

fuch fevere trials in lofles of this kind as you have;

and for this laft, I muft own, that I have great

companion for you, as he was every day growing
more and more into a friend and companion ;

eipecially at a time of life which requires fuch a

comfort. God Almighty fupport his poor mo-
ther * ; for none elfe can give her confolation

under fuch a dreadful affliction.

Poor old Mr. Price cannot hold out a fortnight;

and his fon claims your promife of getting him
fomething from the Concordatum : if it overtakes

him alive, it maybe a legacy for a worthy fufFer-

ing perfon, who has fallen a facrifice to his prin-

ciples. I am, dear Sir, with all refpect, your
moft obedient and very humble fervant,

THOMAS SHERIDAN.

* Mrs. Wbitpivay.

G
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LETTER CXVI,

The Honourable Thomas Carter ta

Dr. S wi ft.

SIR, Henrietta.ftreet, March u, 1735-6.

J[ WOULD have waited on you, when I fent

my fervant with a meflage, but was informed you
did not fee company.

I have no doubt the printer will have occafion

for a great many cargoes from our friend Mr.
Jarvis.

I am very glad I had an opportunity of doing
any thing agreeable to you. I have long wifhed
for fome initance of alluring you that I am, with
great refpedl, your moft obedient and moft hum-t

fele fervant,

THOMAS CARTER.

LETTER CXVII.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

DEAR SIR, March zy, 173C

J_HAD a pleafure and grief at once in your

letter, to find you had not forgotten me, and to

find you uneafy at a thing whicn God only can

mend. The dream, which I had before the re-

ceipt of yours, was fo odd and out of the way,
that if Artemidorus were living, he would confefs

it to be out of all methods of interpretation ; yet

I cannot avoid imparting it to you, becaufe if you
be not much changed, no man ever could fift a

matter to the truth beyond you. Thus it was ;

Imprimis , I fell afleep (or I could not dream)

and what was the firft thing I law, but honeft

Cato in ?. cock-boat by himfelf, engaging not only

a lar^e
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a large fleet of foreigners, but now and then

obliged to tack about againft fame dirty {nattered

floats, rilled with his own countrymen. All were

his enemies, except a very few^ who were prefled

and carried on againft their will by the arbitrary

power of the rowers. I would give a fhilling, as

low as money is reduced, to know the meaning
of it. * * * jfc

LETTER CXVIIL

Dr. Sheridan to Mrs. Alba Via,

DEAR MADAM,

X THANK my dear friend the Dean- and you

for your kind warning againft a cold, which, 1

thank God, is not among us, as I told you in my
laft. Whifkey, of which I take half a pint in the

twenty-four hours, with an agreeable mixture of

garlick, bitter orange, gentian-root, fnake-root,

wormwood, &c. hath preferved me from the

afthma for three weeks paft to any violent degree.

I am happy when my gafpings are no quicker than

thofe of a very quick walker. So much for

myfelf.

Now for your jewel of a fon. I never met
with any boy of his age of fuch thorough good

fenfe, and fo great a thirft for improving himfelf,

I thank God, he is as you and I could wifh. The
Dean will have pleafure to examine him. Adieu.

G 4
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LETTER CXIX.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

DEAR SIR, April 3d, 1736.

I WOULD have written laft poft, but I had
fuch a violent head ach, that I could no more
think than a cabbage. And now all the bufinefs

I have is to make you a paper vifit, only to afk

you, how you do ? You may think me imperti-

nent for the queftion ; but when I tell you, that

I have not above three friends, you will not won-
der that I mould be afraid of loiing one of them

;

and therefore I muft give you fome rules of

regimen,

1. Walk little and moderately.

2. Ride flow and often.

3. Keep your temper even with my friend

Mrs. If'hiteway.

4. Do not frrain your voice.

5. Fret not at your feivants blunders.

6. Take a chearful glafs

7. Study as little as poffible,

8. Find out a merry fellow, and be much with

him.

Get thefe precepts by heart, and obferve them
ftricily, and my life for yours we fhall fee better

times in the next century.

I am now fowing fome peafe and beans, and

writing a fatire upon Mr. Fairbr-Aher, whom I

ftile Fiwlhroihcr the pari{h-boy. It begins thus ;

Thou
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Thou loweft fcoundrel of the fcoundrcl kind,

Extract of all the dregs of all mankind.

And fhall end thus :

I'll make thy dunghill reputation f k,

Write thee to death with thy own pens and ink.

If you can think of any hints of a fofter kind, I

beg you may fend them by the next poft ; for I

am in hafte to whip the rafcal through Dublin.

Prefent my very humble fervice to Mrs. iVhhcway.

May angels protect and keep you for the fake of

your friends, is the fincere wifli of your moft

obedient and very humble fervant.

While footman like he waits in every hall,

His ill-match'd wife is well receiv'd by all.

Graceful and comely (he, he fcarce a man,

A dire contraft of fcald-crow with a fwan.

LETTER CXX.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift and Mrs.
W H i T E W A Y.

DEAR SIR, May 12th, 1736.

JL SEND you an encomium upon Fowlbroiher

inclofed, which I hope you will correct ; and if

the world fhould charge me with flattery, you
will be fo good as to explain the obligations I lie

under to that great and good bookfeller.

MADAM,
How the plague can you expeS that I mould

anfwer two perfons at once, except you mould
think
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think I had two heads ; but this is not the only

giddinefs you have been guilty of. However, 1

fhall not let the Dean know it.

s 1 R,

I wonder you would trull: Mrs. TVJvteway to

write any thing in your letter. You have been

always too generous in your confidence. Never
was any gentleman fo betrayed and abufed. She
laid more of you than I dare commit to this paper.

M ADAM,
I have let the Dean know all the kind things

you faid of him to me, and that he has not fuch a

true friend in the world. I hope you will make
fum believe the fame of me.

s 1 R,

I wifh you would banifli her your houfe, and

take my wife in her ftead, who loves you dearly,

and would take all proper care, if any ficknefs fhould

feize you. She would as infallibly take as much
care of you as ever fhe did of me : and you know
her to be a good-natured, chearfulj agreeable com-
panion, and a very handy woman ; whereas Mrs.

fVbitezvay is a morofe, difagreeable prater, and the

moff. aukward devil about a Pick perfon, and very

fll-natured into the bargain.

MADAM,
I helieve it will not require any protections

to convince you, that you have not a more fincere

friend upon the earth than I am. The Dean
confe(Tes that he had fome little diflikings to you

I fancy he hears fome whifpers agauift you) but

I believe
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I believe his (hare of this letter will fet all matters

right. I know he has too much honour to read

your part of it ; and therefore I may venture to

fpeak my mind freely concerning him. Pmy,
between ourfelves, is he not grown very pofitive

of late ? He ufed formerly to liften to his friends

advice, but now we may as well talk to a fea-

ftorm. I could fay more, only I fear this letter

may mifcarry.

S I R,

I beg that impertinent woman, who has unac-

countably got your ear, may not interrupt you,

while you read the encomium, and while you
give it a touch of your brufh ; for I fear the co-

lours are not ftrong enough. Cannot you draw
another picture of him ? I wifh you would ; for

he is a fubjecT: fit for the fineft hand. What a

glorious thing it would be to make him hang
himfelf

!

As to bufinefs, I have nothing to fay about

money yet a while ; but by the next poll you fhall

have two fcholars notes, which will amount to

about fourteen or fifteen pounds ; and if Mr.
can force himfelf to do me juftice, it will put

about twenty-five pounds in your pocket. But
then you muft remark, that you will put twenty
of it out again, and fend it to Mrs. . f

have nobody after that to gather for but you ; and

if money comes in as I expect, you may bonow
from, fir, yours. My tenants are as poor as "Job,

and as wicked as his wife, or the dogs would
have given me fome money before this. Air.

yenes fwears he will not pay you the bond which I

^ave you, except you come down to receive it

;

for he thinks it but reafonable that you mould
honour
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honour Behurbet as well as Cavern. Mr. Cottt

would give three of his eyes to fee you at Coote-

hlll. All the country long for you. My green

geefc, Uc. are grown too fat. I have twenty
Iambs, upon honour, as plump as puffins, and as

delicate as ortolans. I eat one of them ycfterday.

A bull, a bull ; hoh, I cry mercy. As I return

from the county of Galu/ay next vacation, I intend

to make Dublin my way, in order to conduct you
hither. Our country is now in high beauty, and
every inch of it walkable. I wifh you all happi-

nefs till 1 fee you ; and remain, with all relpect,

your moft obedient and very humble fervant,

THOMAS SHERIDAN.

LETTER CXXL

Charles Ford, Efq; to Dr. Swift.

DEAR SIR, London, June 3d, 1736.

X HOUGH you have left off correfponding with

me thele two years and a half, I cannot leave you
off yet ; and I think this is the fixth letter I have

fent you, fince I have heard one word of you from

your own hand. My lord Oxford told me laft

winter that he had heard from you, and you were

then well. Air. Cafjr very lately told me the

f.;me. It is always the moft welcome news that

can come to me 9 but it would be a great addition

to my pleafure to hav'e it from yourfelf ; and you

know my fincere regaid for you may in fome mea-

fure claim it.

I have been engaged thefe five months in a

moft troublefome law-fuit with an hijh chairman.

Thofe fellows fvvarm about St, James's, and will

hardly allow you to walk half a ftreet, or even in

the
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the Park, on the faireft day. This rafcal ruined

into the entry of a tavern to force me into his

chair, ran his poles againft me, and would not

let me pafs till I broke his head. He made a
jeft of it that night ; but the next morning an
Irijh folicitor came, out of profound refpecl, to

advife me to make the fellow amends: he told

a difmal ftory of the furgeon and the bloody fhirt,

and fpoke againft his own intereft, merely to hin-

der me, whom he had never feen before, from
being expofed. Neither his kind perfuafions, ncr
the prudent councils of our friend Mr. L ,

and a few more, could prevail on me. A few
days after, the folicitor brought me a bill found

by the grand jury, and a warrant under the hand
of three juftices againft 'John Ford, without anv
other addition. To fhew his good will, he would
not affront me by executing the warrant ; but de-

fired I would go to any juftice of peace, and give

bail to appear the next quarter feffions. Bv my
not doing it, he found out the miffake of the

name, which he faid fhould be rectified in a new
bill, and if I would not comply with their de-

mands, after they had tried me for the afTault,

they would bring an action of eighty or an hun-
dred pounds damages. I threatened in my turn ;

at which he laughed, as I fhould do, if a little

child fhould threaten to knock me down. As
they proceeded againft me, I thought it time to

begin with them, and fpoke to an acquaintance

of mine, a juftice of peace, who fent a warrant
for the fel'ow, upon the waiter's oath, for afTault-

ing me, and by a Imall ftretch of power, committed
him to the Gate-houfe, where he remained fome
days for want of bail. I believe his bail would
hardly have been judged fufficient, if his Lijh

folicitor had not gone to another juftice, and
taken
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taken a falfe oath, that the gentleman who com-
mitted him was out of town. This perjury, it

feems, cannot be punifhed, becaufe it was not

upon record. We prefented bills againft each

other to the grand jury, among whom there hap-

pened luckily to be feme gentlemen ; and though

I did not know them, by their means my bill

was found, and his returned ignoramus. Then I

indicted him in the crown-office, the terror of the

low people, where they often plague one another,

and always make ufe of againft thofe of better

rank. Still the fellow bluftered, and refufed to

make it up, unlefs I would pay his expences ; for

his lawyer had perfuaded him, that in the end

he fhould recover damages fufficient to make
amends for all. While he ruined himfelf by law,

he loft his bufinefs ; for no gentleman would take

his chair. This brought down his proud ftomach;

he came to me two days ago, made his fubmiflions,

we gave reciprocal releafes from all actions, &c.

and I have already received the thanks of above

forty gentlemen, for procuring them liberty to

walk the ftreets in quiet. Thus this great affair

has ended like the Yorkflnre petition, which has

been the chief bufinefs of the houfe of commons
this feffion. Towards the end, indeed, they found

a little time to fhew their good will to the church.

It is the general opinion, that the acl for repeal-

ing the Teft would have paffed, if Sir Robert

H'alpole had not feen the neceflity of his fpeaking,

which he did in the moil artful manner he had

ever done in his life. Several courtiers voted

againft him, as well as moft of the patriots, and

among others, lord Bathurjfs two fons. In the

houfe of lords, next to the duke of Argyle^ your

friend Bathwjl and lord Carteret have fhewn moft

rancour againft « , It is a melancholy re-

flection,
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fle&ion, that all the great officers of Urate, anl
the whole bench of bifhops, joined to the Tories,

could not prevent any one queftion in disfavour of

the Church.

I am afked every day, if there be no hopes of
ever feeing you here again ; and am forry not to

be able to give any account of your intentions. I

doubt my long letters quite tire your patience ;-

and therefore conclude with alluring )ou, that

nobody wifh.es you all happinefs more than I do,

who am molt intirely yours, cif<r.

LETTER CXXII.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

DEAR SIR, June 3', 1736.

1V1 R. Lucas is now in Dublin, who will pay-

that fmall bill on demand. I hope Mr. will

not difappoint us, and then poor Mrs. will

be relieved. I muft fet out foon for Dublin. At

my return I will wait upon you to bring you home

with me. The weather muft and fliall be good ;

and you muft and (hall be in your health t and

vou muft and fhall come with me.

My walk it is finifh't,

My money diminifn't

;

But when you come down,
I'll hold you a crown
You'll foon make me rich,

Or I'll die in a ditch.

Pray think of things beforehand, and do not be

as giddy as ufual. The walk is an hundred and

twelve yards long : I hope that will pleafe you.
; *"

9 My
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My rolling-ftone coft me dear. If I fhould ever

grow rich, as God foibid I fhould, I would buy
two hogfheads of wine at once. You muft know
I have bought turf for you, which burns like fo

many tapers. My fon writes me word that Mr.
Vefey's family are angry with me for inferting fome
lines in the Legion Club touching him. Upon my
foul, I never inferted one line in it : and upon,

the whole, I care not whether they believe me
or not. All my garden things are in top order.

Are not you fick of Dublin this hot weather ?

How can you ftew in fuch an oven ? My fheep

begin now to fatten ; I hope they will pleafe you
very well. You faw the king's fpeech, I fuppofe.

I am glad to find by it, that he refolves to ftand

by us. Our breams here are exceeding good and

fat ; we drefs them with carp fauce. Doctor
JValmJley writes me word by laft poft, that they are

making way to bring me to Armagh. Martin is

quite outrageous mad, and his relations are now
taking out a writ of lunacy ; fo that if my lord

Orrery would only mention me to the lord pri-

mate, it would do. I know my lord chancellor

is fo well inclined towards me, that he would
willingly join in the requeft. Confider the lands

are worth four hundred a )ear, and the fituation

much more advantageous. This muft be a fecret,

upon fcveral accounts. So much for bufinefs,

and no more. My artichoaks, I do not mean
my hearty jokes, are in great plenty ; fo are my
ftrawberries. I hear that the czarina, Kouti Kan,

and the emperor will overrun Turkey. You will

not know my houfe when you fee it next, it will

be fo altercated. Pray what fays goody Whitevucy

to the world ? I hear fhe gives herfelf ftrange airs

of late in calling me nothing but Sheridan. This
comes of too much farmiliarity. When I come

next
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next to your houfe, I fhall make her keep her

diftance, efpecially when company is prefent; for

fhe wants to be pulled down. My young turnips^

carrots, beans, and peafe are in fine order; you
muft pay half a crown a quart, if you eat any.

I fhall be very reasonable as to the reft of your
diet.

You fhall want nothing fit for mortal man
To eat or drink, 'tis all that I do can.

And all that's expedient,

From your moft obedient.

LETTER CXXIIL.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

DEAR SIR, June 5th, 1736.

J[ A M fo tormented, and have been for eight

days, with the p— s, that I lie ftretched in my
bed as I now write; however, I think they begin

to be eafier, and I have hopes that I fhall be able

to attend in my fchool on Monday. Surelv no
perfon can be fo frupid as to imagine you wrote
the panegyric on the Legion Club. I have ken.

and read it in various editions, which indeed

makes me imagine every body to be its author ;

and what they have done to deferve fuch treatment,

is to me a myftery.

I never writ in this pofture before ; and there-

fore wonder not if lines and words be crooked.

My pains are likewife great ; and therefore, whe-
ther I will or not, I muft take pains with this

letter.

Now as to your coming down here, the weather
will be good, the roads pleafant, and my com-
Vol. VI. H pany
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pany likewife, to fet out with you from Dublin on
Thurfday fortnight, and to bring you here in three

days. I have three deer-parks at my command ;

Coote's, Fleming's, and Hamilton's. I have at

prefent forty chickens, all fat ; twenty fheep of
my own, and fixteen lambs (for lamb will be in

feafon a month longer) geefe, turkeys, &c. My
hens are hatching, my houfe is thatching, my
geefe a gagling, my wife a dragling, my corn a

thrafhing, my fheep a warning, my turf a draw-
ing, my timber fawing, my gravel-walk raking,

my rolling-ftone making, my ale a brewing,

myfelf a flewing, my boys a teaching, my webs
a bleaching, my daughter's reading, my garden

weeding, my lime a burning, my milk a churning.

In fhort, all nature feems to be at work,
Bufy as Kouly Kan againft the Turk.

I do not wonder that Mr. Towers has difcarded

that gracelefs whelp ; but I wonder more he kept

him above a week. He has a genius for mifchief

would jade even the devil to attend him. If Mrs.
Whitcixa-j will prove falfe, I have willows enough
to crown me, and ladies enough here to pick and
chufe, where I like beft. The Summer has brought

them and the flies in great abuRdance into our

county ; the latter I think indeed lefs troublefome.

All of them long for your coming ; but I know
not whether you long for them. I am grieved to

hear you have loft fo much flefh, which indeed

is my prefent cafe. If my fkin were dry, my
bones would rattle like a bag of bobbins. How-
ever, I make no doubt but to plump us both up
by the help of fome houfewife's remedies. My
poor dear wife has run mad for joy of your coming :

fhe fwears by all the dirt about her, which is a

cart-load,
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cart-load, that you are more welcome than a

dram to her. Sure I have a gravel-walk finifhed

twelve perches in length, eight gradations of *

peafe, which will laft you to October. You can-
not imagine what a good houfewife I am grown $

my garden is well flocked ; I have every thing;

but money : but that is neither here nor there.

Mr. "Jones will order the money by firft opportu-
nity. May all happinefs attend you.

LETTER CXXIV.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

I
DEAR SIR, June 23d, 1736.

F you can believe me, I can aflure you, that

we have a great plenty of flies at Cavan; and left

me whifper you in this letter, nee defuni pediculi

nee pidices ; but I befeech you not to fpealc of it.

Si me non fallit obfervatio, we fhall have more of

the Egyptian plagues, quippe multitudo militum die

crajiino adventura eft in Cavanniam noftram. I do
not know what the devil they will do for meat.

De noftro cibo, niji furtim, ant vi abripiant, uxor

me capiat^ ft gu/faverint. The ladies are already

befpeaking feats in my field upon the hill, Specla-

tum veniunt, vetdunt jpeclentur ut ipfes. Ho, brave

colonels, captains, lieutenants, and cornets, adeo

hie. Jplendentes congreganiur ut ipjis pavonibus pudortm

incutiunt, of which I am an eye-witnefs, dejeilis

capitibus caudas demittunt. Our bakers are all fo

bufy upon this occafion, that they double the

heat of the weather, atque urunt officinas. But
when the army fires on Friday, prob ^Jupiter I in'

fernum redolebunt et fpirabunt. The noife of guns,

the neighing of the horfes, and the womens
tongues, cesium atque terras mifcabant,

H % Groufe
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Groufe pouts are come in,

I've fome in my bin,

* To butter your chin j

When done with our din

—

—ner, through thick and thin

We'll walk out and in,

And care not a pin

Who thinks it a fin.

We make fome folks grin,

By laming their kin, &c,

I could not mention troop-horfes, quin Pegafus

nojler lujit exultim ut vides ; fed jam Jlabulo indufus

de verjibus nihil ampliiis. You may be furprized

at this motley epiftle ; but you muft know that I

fell upon my head the other day, and the fall

{hook away half my Englijh and Latin, cum omnia

lingua Gallica, Hifpanica, nee non Italica. I would
rather indeed my wife had loft her one tongue to-

talitcr, quoniam equidetn nullus dubito niji radicitus

cvellerctur tonitrui fuperaret.

I wifh your reverence were here to hear the

trumpets ;

Miftakc me not, for I mean not the ftrumpets.

Well, when will you come down, or will you
come at all ? I think you may, can, might, could,

would, or ought to come. My houfe is enlarg-

ing, and you may now venture to bring your

own company with you ; namley, the provoft,

archdeacon Wall, the bifhop of Clogher, and ,

by way of enlivening the reft. Do not let my
lord Orrery come with them ; for I know they

will not be pleafed with his company. My love

to my fweetheart Mrs. Whiteway, if fhe continues

conftant j if not, my hatred and my gall, Ex-
cufe
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cufe my hafte. I hope by the next poft to make
up for this fliort epiftle. I am, dear Sir, with all

affection and refpeft, your moft obedient humble*

fervant,

THOMAS SHERIDAN.

I fend you a letter from Mr. Carte.

LETTER CXXV.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

I
DEAR SIR, July 6, 1736.

SUSPECT that fome fecret villain has pre-

vented the lord chancellor to fign my commiflion ;

and therefore I intreat the favour of you to know
the meaning of it from his excellency ; for I had
his confent by a recommendation from my lord chief

baron Marley, and Mr. juftice Ward. The fum-
mer is going off faft, fo are my beft fowl ; and
you are not yet come. Will you not come for

your fix hundred and fixty pounds ? We have no
way to carry it except you come for it yourfelf

:

and do not forget to bring the deed of fale with

you for the Marabilh and Drumcor. I wifh you
could fail with them hither to fave you the trouble

of riding, which I would rather fee than fifty

pounds which I would fet my hand and feal to.

Mr. Jones, as I told you before, will not pay any
body but yourfelf j fo that you muft inevitably

come nolens volens, right or wrong, whether you
can or not. Our venifon is plenty : our weather

too hot for its carriage. We have not had two
hundred drops of rain thefe fix weeks paft.

Our river is dry,

And fiery the Iky

;

H 3 I fret



I fret and I fry

Juft ready to die :

Oh, where fliall I fly

From Pbcebus's eye ?

In bed, when I lye, •

I foak like a pye
;

And I fweat, oh, I fweat, like a hog in a ftye.

I know you love Alexandrines ; for which reafon

1 clofed the above madrigal with one. I think it

IS of a very good proportion, which I hope you
will fet to mufick ; and pray let me have a bafs,

and fecond treble, with what ether decorations

and ?races, vou can better defign than I can di-

ycc\. To let you fee you can want for nothing,

if you come to Cavern, I write you the following

catalogue

:

Good road,

A clean houfe,

A hearty welcome,
9 ale,

Good beer,

Good bread,

Good bed,

Young turkeys,

Young beans,

Right bacon,

Cauliflowers,

Young chickens,

Fat venifon,

Small mutton,

Green peafe,

Good water,

Good wine,

Young ducks,

Young lambs,

Groufe pouts,

Fine trouts,

Carrots,

Parfnips, Item

A LONG GRAVEL WALK
I rnuft trouble your Reverence with afmall fample

.ne things, to let you fee that all I have faid

jf truth. „
£ E-
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REFERENCES.
i Artichoak.

2 Carrot.

16 Sihfia lettuce.

17 Thyme.
3 Parfnip.

4 Rafpberries.

5 Goofeberries.

6 Currants, red.

7 Currants, black.

8 Purflain.

9 Kidney beans,

io Common beans.

1 1 Red cabbage.

18 Sweet marjoram,

19 A Cavan fly, and

a thoufand things be-

fide.

20 Some of my gravel

walk.

21 Nafturtium,

22 Cucumber.

23 Orange.

12 Common cabbage

13 Turnip.

14 Cauliflowers,

15 Cofs lettuce.

24 Spinage.

25 Onion,
26 Pea.

I would fend you fome of my canal, but the

paper could not hold it.

I have nothing more to fend but my befr. wifhes,

which you can only fee in my face, when you
come down.

Prefent my love 9678946846734056789897324.
times to my dear Mrs. White-way, and all her

chickens. I am, dear Sir, as I ever mull be,

your moft obedient and very humble fervant to

command, Dumb Spur it us hofe rage it art us.

LETTER CXXVI.

Charles Ford, Efq; to Dr. Swift.

Y London, July 8, 1736.

O U cannot imagine how much I was tran-

fported to fee a fuperfcription in your hand, after

two years and a half intermiflion. The pleafure

H 4 I had
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I had in not being quite forgot, was foon abated

by what you fay of your ill health. I doubt you
live too much by yourfelf; and retirement makes
the ftrongeft impreffion upon thofe who are formed
for mirth and fociety. I have not been thefe

thirty years without a fet of chearful companions,

by herding with new ones as the old marry and
go off. Why have not you a fucceffion of Grat-

lans and Jackfcns ? Whatever reftntment the men
in power may have, every body elfe would feelc

your company, upon your own terms ; and for

thofe in great {rations, I am furc, at this time,

you would be ^fhamed to be well with them. If

they hate ycu, it is becaufe they fear you, and
know your abilities better than you feem to do
yourfelf: even in your melancholy you write with

too much fire for broken fpirits. Your giddinefs

and deafnefs give me the utmoft concern ; though

\ believe you would be lefs fubjedt to them, and

as well taken care of here : nor need you fpunge

for a dinner, fince you would be invited to two
or three places every day. I will, fay no more
upon this fubjec"t, becaufe 1 know there is no per-

fuading you.

My legs have been fwelled many years : it is

above twelve fince Beaufort gave me a prescrip-

tion for them, which I never took till laft winter,

My lord Lichfield, and other of my acquaintance,

perfuaded me to it; and they tell me it has had

its effect, for I am no judge either of my own
tad looks, or large legs, having always found

myrelf perefctly well, except when I had my fe-

ver four years ago. I walk conftantly every day

in the Park, and am forced to be both temperate

and fober, becaufe my meat is fo much overdone

(fatt I don't like it, and my dining acquaintance

reforve
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referve themfelves for a fecond meeting at night,

which I obftinately refufe.

If your rents fall, I don't know what muft be-

come of us. I have confide! able lofTes every year ;

and yet I think Crojiwaite a very honeft man.

Rents for fome time have been ill paid here as

well as in Ireland ; and farms flung up every day,

which have not been raifed fince king Charles the

firft's time. The graziers are undone in all parts,

and it is bad enough with the farmers. One
caufe is, their living much higher than they did

formerly : another is, the great number of inclo-

fures made of late, enough to fupply many more

people than England contains. It is certain, all

laft year a man came off well if he could fell a

fat ox at the price he bought him lean. The
butchers, by not lowering their meat in propor-

tion, have been the only gainers.

I generally hear once a month or oftner from

my fifter. She writes to me with great affection j

but I find {he is (till wrong-headed, and will be

io as long asfhe lives. As fhe expected unreafon-

dble prefents, fhe makes them much more unrea-

sonably ; and, in my opinion, fo ill judged, that

I dp not wonder more at her than at thofe who
receive them. I fee no difference in giving thirty

or forty guineas, or in paying thirty or forty

guineas for a thing the perfon you give it to

muft have paid. I have heard no reafon to

doubt lord Majham. I know nothing of his fon,

not even by fight. Our friend Lewis is in con-

ftant duty with his fick. wife, who has been fome

years dying, and will not die. Unlefs he calls,

as he does upon me for a quarter of an hour at

moft twice in a year, there is no feeing him. I

heartily wifn, you health and profperity j and am
ever, moft fincerely, your, C3V.

My
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My lord Mafiam was extremely pleafed with

your remembering him, and defired me to

make his compliments to you.

LETTER CXXVII.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

DEAR SIR, Jnly20, 1736.

_ RECEIVED yours fome day or other this

week, by the hands of Mrs. Donald/on, who has

made affidavit before our town magiftrate, that I

never borrowed a fly of her in my life ; and I

have likewife depofed upon oath, that I caught

the fly perched upon a rofe tree in my own gar-

den ; and I would have you to know, that I have

above four hundred thoufand of the fame fpecies ;

for I counted them laft Sunday. If you will not

believe me, pray come down and fee. Mr. Jones

has your fix hundred and fixty pounds ready, but

can get no bills to remit it. I befeech you lofe

no time; for he is uneafy about it. * * * * *
***********

If you put off the time of coming down longer,

you will lofe the belt, things our country can af-

ford. The ladies are full of your coming ; viz*

My wife *, Mrs. White,

2 ladies Lane/borough, Mrs. Nejbitt,

Mrs. Maxwell, Her 5 daughter?,

Mrs. Fitzmaurice, Mrs. Stephens,

Mrs. Hort, Mrs. and Mifs Clement,

Mrs. Hamilton, Mifs Tighe,

Mrs. Sanderfon, Mrs. Ccote,

Mrs. Nuburgh, Mifs Pratt,

Mrs. Cromer, Mrs. Fitzherlert,

* Who, by the by, hated Dr. Swjfi above all the

human race,

Mrs.
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Mrs. Jones, ing from a chriften-

Beauty Copeland, ing.

Mifs Brooke, i, 2, 3, 4, Colonel Nuburgh ,

s fine

&c. t3'c. &c. arched market-houfe,

All your Cavan mif- quite finished with a

trefles. grand cupola on the

News. top, fell flat to the

Do&or Thompfon's fer- earth. It is now be-

vant almoft cudgel- gun upon again. Sic

led him to death go- tranfit gloria mundi.

Groufe pouts,

Fine trouts,

Right venifon

For my benifon.

Leave your ft g town in hafte,

For you have no time to wafte.

Let me know what day I (hall meet you.

Price and I will ftretch to Virginia. That all

happinefs may for ever attend you is the fmcere

wim of, dear Sir, your moft obedient and very

humble fervant,

THOMAS SHERIDAN.

LETTER CXXVIII.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

I
DEAR SIR, July 31, 1736.

. WENT to Belturlet immediately upon the

receipt of your letter, and found Mr. Jones ready

for Mr. Henry s draught, and glad of it ; and fo

am I—But you are a very fine lawyer in calling

your deed of fale a mortgage—Inftead of cancel-

ling there is more to be done : you muft not only

cancel, but you muft reconvey to me, in as for-

mal a manner as if you fold to me—Pray afk

advice
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advice, and do not do things hand over-head as

.you were going to do (obferve my ftyle *) like

me. If I had not (worn never lo fet my foot in

Dublin, except I were to pafs through it for Eng-
land f, I would go thither next vacation; but I

have fworn folemnly I will not—If I had my few

friends out cf it, I would not care that all the

reft were petrified.

Now you mud know that I forbid you the

town of Cavan as ftrenuoufly as I invited you to it,

for the fmall-pox is the broom of death at pre-

sent, and fweeps us off here by dozens— I never

had it, which gives me fome little palpitations,

but no great fear.—As foon as I can get five hun-

dred pounds in my pocket, to make a figure

with, I may perhaps honour your metropolis with

my prefence ; and that may be fooner than you
imagine, for I have a guinea, a moidore, a cobb,

and two Manks pence towards it already You
may think I fwagger, but as I hope to be faved it

is true.

How grieved I am that I am out of the way
while Doclor King is in Dublin. I wifh with all

my foul he would take a frolick to come hither,

becaufe he would coll me no wine, and I have

the beft water in Ireland.

My collection of witty fayings, &c. is finifhed,

if I had any friends to recommend them. The
beft wares of that kind will not go off otherwife.

Doctor King promifed me his friendihip at Oxford.

If you would fpeak a kind word to the publick

in their behalf, I know they would bring me in

* This was exaflly Swift's ftyle to Sheridan upon

many occafions ; and now Sheridan, in his pleafant

manner, returns the compliment.

f Sheridan never croffed the Channel to England in

his whole life.

Vargenty
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Uargent, which I now want as much as I for-

merly did the gift of retention, when I had en-
ough. But— That— is— neither— here—nor
there

—

My fon-— I can affirm is thoroughly reformed ;

and, as an argument of it, I muft acquaint you
that his mother finds fault with every thing he
does.

My fon— is fo far poifoned by the ferpent his

mother, that I cannot get him home, although I

fent horfes for him. ********
* * * * May all happinefs attend you, is

the fmcere with of, dear Sir, your mod obedient

and very humble fervanr,

THOMAS SHERIDAN.

LETTER CXXIX.

Lady Howth to Dr. Swift.

IS I R, Auguft 6, 1736.

DON'T know how this letter may be re-

ceived, fince I never had the favour of an anfwer

of my laft. I impute it to the negle<£t of the polt,

or any thing rather than to think I am forgot by
my old friend. I am now in Cor.naught, where I

aflure you I fpend the lead of my time at cards. I

am on horfeback almoft every day to view the

beauties of Connaught^ where i am told you have

been. I live greatly under ground ; for I view

all the places under ground. I make nothing of

going down fixty fteps. I really think, could

you lend me a little of your bra:ns, I fhould be

able to come nigh Addifon in feveral of his defcrip-

tions of Italy ; for upon my word I think there

are feveral very remarkable things. As you took

a journey laft winter to Cavan3 my lord and I

hope
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hope you will take one to the county of Kilkenny

this win:er, where we allure vou of a hearty

wplcome I mufl: now be troublefome to you ;

but lord Athnnry begged I would write to you in

favour of a young gentleman, one Mr. Ireland,

who w ulher to Mr. Garnett, fchool-mafter of

Tipper. Mr Harnett died lately : he has given

Mr. Iret very good certificate, and moft of

th- »nd about Tipperary have recom-

iper /v to fucceed Mr. Garneit : as

. of the governors of that fchool, I

r v. ill do Ml. Ireland all the fervice you
c , whift) Vrill very much oblige me. Since I

gan this there came in a trout ; it was fo large

w-t fcad it weighed : it was a yard and four

inches lcng, twenty-three inches round ; his jaw-

bone ei^ht inches long, and he weighed thirty-

five pound and a half. My lord and 1 flood by to

fee it meafured. I believe I have tired your pa-

tience : lb beg leave to allure you 1 am your af-

fectionate friend and humble fervant,

L. HOWTH.

Direct to me at Turlaghuan, near Tuam. My
lord begs you would accept of his compli-

ments.

LETTER CXXX.

Thomas Carte, Efq; to Dr. Swift,

SIR, Auguft ii, 1736.

J—X A V I N G at laft, after a long application

and in the midft of fharp rheumatic pains, the

effects of a fedentary life, finifhed my hiftory of
the Life of the firjl Duke of Ormond, and of the

Affairs of Ireland in his Time, I here fend you a

copy"
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copy of that work, of which I beg your accep-

tance. I have endeavoured to follow the infrac-

tions you gave me, and hope I have done fo in

fome mcafure. If it have your approbation in

any degree, it will be fo much to my fatisfac-

tion.

Jt hath been a long fubjecl: of complaint in

England.) that no hiftory has yet been wrote of it

upon authentic and pioper materials ; and even
thofe who have taken notice of the military ac-

tions of our anceftors, have yet left the civil hif-

tory of the kingdom (the moft inftructive of any)

untouched, for want of a proper knowledge of the

antiquities, ufages, laws and conftru£tion of this

nation. Rapin de Toiras, the laft writer, was
a foreigner, utterly ignorant in thefe refpec"ts ;

and, writing his hiftory abroad, had no means of

clearing up any difficulties that he met with there-

in. He made, indeed, fome ufe of Rymer's Fce-

dera \ but his ignorance of our cuftoms fuffered

him to fall into grofs miftakes, for want of un-
derftanding the phrafeology of a£ts, which have
reference to our particular cuftoms. Befides,

Rymers collection contains only fuch treaties as

were enrolled in the Tower, or in the rolls of

Chancery : he knew nothing of fuch as were en-

rolled in the Exchequer, and of the public trea-

ties with foreign princes enrolled in this latter of-

fice. I have now a lift of above four hundred by
me. Rymer never made ufe of that vaft collec-

tion of materials for an Englljb hiftory, which is

preferved in the Cotton library : nor ever con-
sulted any journal of our privy council, when-
ever he refers to any, ftill quoting bifhop Burnet

for his author. He never read the rolls of parlia-

ment, .nor any journal of either houfe where the

chief affairs within the nation are trania&ed ;

and



C *" ;

and did not fo much as know there was fuch a

place as the paper office, where all the letters of

the Englijh ambafladors abroad, and all the dif-

patches of our fecretaries of ftate at home, from
the time of Edward the fourth to the revolution

(fince which the fecretaries have generally carried

away their papers) are kept in a good method,

and with great regularity ; fo that he wanted
likewife the heft materials for an account of our

foreign affairs. Thefe defects have made feveral

of our nobility and gentry defire a new hiftory to

be wrote, in which the above-mentioned, and

other materials as authentic as they, may be made
ufe of. They have propofed it to me, and my
objections regarding the vaftnefs of the expence

as well as labour, that, to fatisfy myfelf, I muft
have all materials by me, not only copies out of

our records, journals, difc. in England', but even

copies of negociations of foreign ambafladors at

this court (e. g. of the French ; all the negocia-

tions and letters of which, for two hundred years

paft, I knew where to have copied) they have

propofed a fubfcription of a thoufand a year, for

as many years as the work will require, to defray

this expence. The fubfcription is begun, and

will (I believe) be compleated this winter j and
then that work will employ all my time. One
advantage I already find from the very talk of

this defign, having been offered feveral collections

and memoirs of particular perfons, confiderable

in their time, which I did not know were in be-

ing, and which would elfe no part of them ever

fee the light : and the manner of the hiftory's

being carried on, will probably make every body

open their (lores.

This is one reafon, among many others, which

make me very defirous of having your judgment
©f
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of the work I have now publifhed, and that you
would point out to me fuch faults as I would fern
correct in my defigned Work. It will be a very
particular favour to a perfon who is, with the
greateft efteem and refpecl, Sir, your very oblio-ed
and obedient fervant,

THOMAS CARTE.
Mr. Awnjhaivs, in Red- lion Court, in Fleet -Jlreet,

London.

LETTER CXXXI.

Dr. Sheridan to Mrs. Whiteway,
DEAR MADAM, Cavan, Auguft 14, i 73 6.

YOUR account of the Dean gives me much
grief. I hope in God he will difappoint all his
friends fears, and his enemies hopes. Nothing
can be a greater affliction to me than my diftance
from him

; and, what is full as bad, my beino- fo
near to one who has been the occafion of it. Very
rich folks in my debt have made fuch apologies
for non-payment, that I now ted for Inland, but
much more for myf'elf, becaufe I was in hopes
of being able to make my appearance in Dublin
with a good grace—namely, to pay fome debts,
which I can knot.

_

My poor lady Mountcafiell has a right to a
vi fit from me; and thither I will venture for a
day and a night—and I will venture to thedeanry
for another. I could wifh the bed friend I had
in the world (you may guefs who I mean) and I
am fure is fo ftill, would take a little of my
advice—You may depend upon this, it fliould be
all for my own advantage.

VuL
'
VI > I Now
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Now I have done raving—I muft turn my pen,

which is my tongue's reprefentative, againft you
for a while, becaufe I am certain it might be in

your power to paint my Siberia fo agreeably to

the Dean, as to fend him hither while our good
weather lalted—My new kitchen is difappointed ;

fo is my gravel walk ; but what is worfe, his only

favourite, my rib—who dreamed with great plea-

lure, that he would never come. I am forry fhe

is difappointed j for I am certain fhe would run
away if he had come—God forgive him for not

doing it—I will make all the hafte I can out of
this hell ; and I hope my friends, (I beg pardon,

I mean my friend) will caft about a little for me
-—-if he does not, I will try England^ where the

predominant phrafe is, Down with the Irijh. I

will fay no more, but tell you that you are a falfe

miftrefs ; and if you do not behave yourfelf bet-

ter, I will chufe another. In the mean time God
blefs you and my dearefr, friend the Dean. I am,
notwithstanding all your upbraidings, dear Ma-
dam, your molt obedient humble fervant,

THOMAS SHERIDAN.

LETTER CXXXII.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

I
DEAR SIR, Sept. 15, 1736.

RECEIVED a letter from Mr. Henry by
the laft poll, wherein he tells me that the fix

hundred and fixty pound were fhort by eight

pounds of your principal, and that you expected

I mould fend you my promiflbry note for that, and

the interefr. of your money, which I will do moft

willingly, when you let me know whether you
will charge me five or fix per cent, that I may

3 draw
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draw my note accordingly. Indeed if ycu pleafed,
or would vouchfafe, or condefcend, or think pro-
per, I would rather that you would, I mean
lhould, charge only five per cent, becaufe I mi^ht
be fooner able to pay it. Upon fecond thoughts,
mine eyes being very fore with weeping for my
wife, you may let Mrs. Wbkeway know "(to whom
pray prefent my love and beft refpefts) that I
have made an experiment of the lake-water, which
I feat for, upon myfelf only twice, before my
optics became as clear as ever j for which reafon
1 lent for a dozen bottles of it for Mifs Harrifony
to brighten her ftars to the ruin of all beholders'
Remember if fhe turns bafilifk, that her mother
is the caufe. Tally the carrier (not Tuliy die
orator) is to leave this to-morrow (if he does) by
whom I fhall fend you a quarter of my own fmall
mutton, and about fix quarts of nuts to my mif-
trefs in Abbey-flreet f, with a fine pair of Cavan
nut-crackers to fave her white teeth ; and yours
too, if fhe will deign to lend them to you. I
would advife you to keep in with that fame lady,
as you value my friendship (which is your beft
feather) otherwife you muft forgive me if my affec-
tions fhall withdraw with hers. Alas, my lono-
evenings are coming on, bad weather, and con-
finement. O, that fome friend would lodge me
in Dublin Marjhalfea!
Somebody told me (but I forget who) that Mrs.

Mnteway rid your mare at the Curragb, and won
the plate; but furely fhe would not carry the
frolic fo far. They fay the primate's lady rid
againft her ; and that Mrs. IVhiteway^ by way of
weight, carried the bifhop of Down and Connor
behind her. Pray let me know the truth of this.

f Mrs. Wbite^My,

I * Mr,
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Mr. Faulkner writ to me for fome poems of

yours which I have. I am collecting them as faft

as I can from among my papers ; and he fhall

have them in a poft or two, fo pleafe to tell him.

Three old women were lately buried at the foot

of our fteeple here j and fo ftrong was the fermen-

tation of their carcafes, that our fteeple has vifibly

grown forty foot higher ; and, what is wonderful,

above twentv fmall ones are grown out of its fides.

What furprizes me moft is, that the bell-rope is

not one foot higher from the ground. Be fo

good as to communicate this to the provoft of

the college, or archdeacon JVittingham, or arch-

deacon Wall. I would be glad to have all or

either of their opinions, as they are the chief

virtuofi in this kingdom.

I wifli you all happinefs, and hope you will

out-live every enemy, and then we may hope

our church and kingdom will flourifh, and fo will

your obedient and very humble (ervant,

THOMAS SHERIDAN.

LETTER CXXXIII.

Dr. King to Mrs. Whiteway.

AM AD A M, Paris, Nov. 9th, O. S. 1736.

S foon as ever you caft your eye on the date

of this letter, you will pronounce me a rambler ;

and that is a charge I will not deny. How I was
tranfported from Edinburgh to this place, requires

more room to inform you than my paper will al-

low me. But I will give you a fmall hint ; you
know I am a Laplander *, and confequently I

* This alludes to the Doctor's fine fatire called The
Toast, which he pretends was written originally in

Lftfin by Frederick Scbeffer, a Laplander.

have
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have the honour to be well acquainted with fome

witches of diftinclion. I fpeak in the phrafe of

this country : for the firft man I fpoke to in Paris,

told me, he had the honour to live next door to

Mr. Knight's hatter. But to our bufinefs. I

would not have you imagine I forget my friends,

or neglect the great affairs I have undertaken.

The next letter you will receive from me fhall

be dated from London, where I propofe to arrive

about the twentieth of this month. I will then

put the little MS. to the prefs, and oblige the

whole Englijh nation. As to the hiftory, the

Dean may be allured I will take care to fupply

the dates that are wanting, and which can eafily

be done in an hour or two. The tracts, if he

pleafes, may be printed by way of appendix. This
will be indeed lcfs trouble than the interweaving

them in the body of the hiftory, and will do the

author as much honour, and anfwer the purpofe

full as well. This is all I need fay in anfwer to

that part of your letter, which is ferious : for I

hope you are not in earned, when you throw out

fuch horrible reflections againft my friends in Scot-

land. Will you believe me, when I tell you upon
my word, that I was entertained with the greateft

politenefs and delicacy during my fhort ftay in that

country ? I found every thing as neat and clean

in the houfes, where I had my quartets, as even

you could defue. I cannot indeed much com-
mend Edinburgh ; and yet the f ks, which
are fo much complained of there, are not more
offenfive, than I have found them in every ftreet

in this elegant city, which the French fay is the

miftrefs of the world ; Madame il ny a qu'un

Paris. As to my own thoughts of this nation,

you (hall know the m, when 1 am out of it : and

then I will write to the Dean, and give him fome

1 3 account
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account of his old friend my lord Bolinglroke.

Whan the Dean is informed of what that gentle-

man is doing, I am apt to believe it will be

a motive to induce him to haften the publication

of his hiftory. In the mean time, I beg of you
to allure him, that nothing (hall be wanting on
my part to execute his commifiions very faithfully.

I am truly fenfible of the great obligations I owe
him, and of the h:n:ur he hath done me, not in

the French fenfe of that word.

I defire my humble fervice to Mifs Harrijbn,

and tell Mr. Swift * I {hall be glad of any op-

portunity to do him a real fervice. At the fame

time I allure you, with the greateir. truth, that I

aen, Madam, your rnoft humble and meft obe-

dient fervant,

W. KING.

LETTER CXXXIV.

Dr. Sheridan to Mrs. Whiteway.

— DEAR MADAM, Nov. 21ft, 1736.

J. RECEIVED the vexatious account of your

disappointment in the nuts and water, which were

both in perfection when they left me, and for

which I will make the carrier an example, as foon

as I can lay hold of him. I do believe this fame

country, wherein I am fettled, exceeds the whole

world in villainy of every kind, and theft. It is

not long fince a pair of millftones were ftolen,

and carried off from within two miles of Quika ;

the thieves traced and purfued as far as Killijhan-

dra, and farther they were never more heard of,

* Mr. Sivi-f} was at this time in Ireland, but return-

ed to Oxford the Spring following.

any



( "9 )

any more than if they had been dropt into Hell.

I do believe this dexterity may challenge hiftory

to match it. It has made all our country merry,

but the poor miller that loft them.

I fincerely congratulate with you upon the re-

covery of our dear friend the Dean. May he

live long, to the joy of his friends, and the vexa-

tion of his enemies. I have been for a week paft

compofing an Anglo-lathi letter to him, which is

not as yet finifhed. I hope it will make him a

vifit upon his birth- day, which I intend to cele-

brate with fome of his own money, and fome of

his own friends here. Three tenants have lately

run away with thirty pounds of my rent : I have

by good fortune got one rich honeft man in their

place, who has commenced from Sept. paft, and

is to pay me their arrears the next May ; fo that

I am well off". I will gather as faft as I can for

the Dean ; but indeed he muft have a little longer

indulgence for me. It is very hard that the Squire

mould keep my money in Ins pocket, when
it is nothing out of his. I fuppofe he intends it

fhall keep him in coals for two or three years

;

for the devil a one he burns, except it be fome-

times in his kitchen, and his nurfery upon a cold

day. I have this day written a complaint of

him to my fcholar .of , who, I hope, will

have graritude enough to do me juflice. There
never was known fuch a fcarcity of money as wc
have in the North, owing to the difmal circum-

ftances of fome thoufands of families preparing to

go off, that have turned their leafes and effects

into ready money. Some fquires will have their

whole eftates left to themfelves and their dogs.

O what compafiion I have for them ! I have writ-

ten a little pretty birth-day poem againft St. An-
drew's day, which, when corredted, revifed, and

I 4 amend-
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amended, I intend for Faulkner to pubiifh. I do

allure you, madam, it is a very pretty thing

(although I fay it that fhouldn't fay it) and as hu->

mourous a thing as ever you read in your life ;

and I know the whole world will be in love with

it, as I am with you. But how the devil came
vou to tell the Dean you are no longer my miftrefs?

I fay that vou are, and fhall be fo in fpight of the

whole world. I vvifh Mrs. Sheridan were dead out

of the wav.
THOMAS SHERIDAN,

LETTER CXXXV.

Dr. Dunkin to Mrs. Whitew a y.

M AD A M, Nov. }o, 1756.

[HAD propofen vaft p'eafure to myfelf, from

the hopes of celebrating the Dean's birth-day

with you ; but as I have been afflicled with a vio-

lent head-ach all day, which is not yet abated, I

could not fafely venture abroad. I have however,

as in annual duty bound, attempted to write fome

lines on the occafion ; not indeed with that accu-

racy the fubjeft deferved, being the crudities of

laft night's lucubrations, to which I attribute the

indifpofition of my pate : but if they mould in anv

meafure merit your approbation, I fhall rejoice in

rny pain. One comfort however I enjoy by ab-

fenting myfelf from your folemnity, that i fhall

not undergo a fecond mortification, by hearing

rny own {tuff. Be pleafed to render my moft du-

tiful refpe&s agreeable to the Dean, and pardon

this trouble from, Madam, your moft obliged moil

obedient fcrvant,

W. DUNKI N.
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LETTER CXXXVL

Dr. King to Dr. Swift.

SIR, London, December 7th, 1736.

[ ARRIVED here yefterday, and I am now
ready to obey your commands. I hope you are

come to a pofitive refolution concerning the

hiftory. You need not hefitate about the dates,

or the references which are to be made to any pub-
lic papers ; for I can fupply them without the

leaft trouble. As well as I remember, there is

but one of thofe public pieces, which you deter-

mined {hould be inferted at length ; I mean Sir

Thomas Hanmer'% reprefentation ; this I have now
by me. If you incline to publifh the two tracts

as an appendix to the hiftory, you will be pleafed.

to fee if the character given of the E. of Oxford in

the pamphlet of 17 15 agrees with the character

given of the fame perfon in the hiftory. Perhaps

on a review, you may think proper to leave one
of them quite out. You have (I think) barely

mentioned the attempt of Guifcarcl? and the quar-

rel between Rechteren and Mefnager. But as thefe

are facts which are probably now forgot or un-

known, it would not be amifs if they were related

at large in the notes ; which may be done from the

Gazettes, or any other news papers of thofe times.

This is all I have to offer to your confideration ;

and you fee here are no obje£lions which ought to

retard the publication of this valuable work one

moment. I will only now add, that if you
intend this hiftory mould be publifhed from the

original manufcript, it mutt be done while you are

living; : and if you continue in the fame mind to

imruff. me with the execution of your orders, I

will
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will perform them faithfully. This I would do, al-

though I did not owe you a thoufand obligations,

which I {ball ever acknowledge. I am, with the

greateft truth, Sir, your moil humble and moft

obedient fervant,

W. KING.

LETTER CXXXVII.

Earl of Orrery to Dr. Swift.

DEAR SIR, Corke, April 3^, 1737.

|AM very glad there are twelve thoufand pounds

worth of halfpence arrived ; they are twelve thou-

fand arguments for your quitting Ireland. I look

upon you in the fame ftate of the unfortunate

Jebamenides amidft tyrants and monfters Do
you not remember the defcription of Polypbeme

and his den ?

Domus fanie dapibufque cruentis

, Inius opaca, ingens, ipfe arduus, altaque pulfat

Sidera, (Dii talem terris avertite pejicm !

)

Nee vifufaciiis, nee diclu affabilh ulli

:

Vifceribus miferorum b5

fanguine vefcitur otro.

Remember alfo, that

Centum alii curva bac habitant ad littora vtdgo

Infandi Cyclopes, et altis motitibus errant.

Tranflate thefe lines and come away with me to

Marjlon j there you mall enjoy ctium cum dignitate ;

there you fhall fee the famous Sacfoekijbkajb, and

his two pupils, who fhall attend your altars with

daily incenfe j there no archbifheps can intrude ;

there
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there you fhall be the fcle lord and mafter; whilft

we your fubjef+s fhall learn obedience from our

happinefs. If you ever can think ferioufly,

think fo now ; and let me fay with the curate of

my parifh, Confider what has been faid unto you,

ponder it well, lay it up in your heart, and God
of his infinite mercy direc/t. you !—Mrs. IVbiteway

fhall be truly welcome to Mar/ton's homely fhade.

Heflor fhall fawn upon the Doctor j and I myfelf

will be under the direction and government of

Sir R. TV.

You tell me, I am to carry a load for you to

England ; the moft acceptable load will be your-

lelf, and that I would carry with as true piety as

/Eneas bore the antient Anchifes on his fhoulders,

when he fkd from fire, from blood, from Greeks ,

and from ruined Troy !

Can you expect that lords move regularly ? Is

it not below our flation to think where or when
we are to go ? But if my coach and fix is in order,

perhaps I may have the honour to ftart a hare in

Stephen''s-Green about the firft of next month. In
the middle of June I will hope to fet fail with
you to England. Mr. Pope will come out beyond
the fhore to meet you : you will exchange Cyclops

for Men j and if one muft fall, furely the choice

is right.

Si pereo, manibus hominum perujfe juvabit.

My next fhall be longer. I am now forced to

bid you farewel ; but hereafter expeci my whole
life and converfation : you fhall certainly have the

cheefes. If you will come to Somerfetjbire, I will

eat one for joy •« The beff. in England are made
in my manor.

* The Earl of Orrery hated cheefe to fuch a degree,

that he could fcarce bear the fight of it.

I am
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I am fo well, that I had almoft forgot to anfwer

that kind part of your letter. It is only you that

can add health and happinefs to your very affectio-

nate obliged and faithful fervant,

ORRERY.

LETTER CXXXVIII.

Earl of Oxford to Dr. S w i f t.

Dover- Street, April 7th, 1757.

GOOD MASTER DEAN,

JL A M extremely obliged to you for feverai let-

ters, which I, with great fhame and concern,

acknowledge that I have not anfwered, as alio

feverai remembrances of me and my family in

your letters to feverai of your friends, but parti-

cularly in your letters to Mr. Pcpe : I (land very

ftrong'y obliged to you upon thefe accounts ; I

dare fay you will do me that juflice, that you will

not attribute my not writing to proceed from any
neglect of you, or from any forgetful nefs : I am
certain of this, that I do retain the warmeft

efieem and \ regard for you of any one, De

be who he will ; and therefore I hope you will

pardon what has parted, and I promife to amend,
if my letters would in the leait be agreeable to

you.

One reafon of my writing to you now is (next

to aiv afking vour forgivenefs) this ; I am told

. lave given 'leave and liberty to fome one
1 vour friends to onnt a hiftory of the

laft four years of queen Anne's reign, wrote by

As I am nv fenfible of your conftant

regard and fincere friendfhip for my father, even.

to
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to partiality (if I may fay fo) I am very fenfible

of the (hare and part he muft bear in fuch a hiftory ;

and as I remember, when I read over that hiftory

of yours, I can recollecl that there feemed to me
a want of fome papers to make it more compleat,

which was not in our power to obtain; befides

there were fome fevere things faid, which might
have been then very currently talked of, but now
will want a proper evidence to fupport ; for thefe

reafons it is that I do intreat the favour of you,
and make it my earned requeft, that you will

give your pofttive directions, that this hiftory be
not printed and publifhed, until I have had an
opportunity of feeing it, with a liberty of ihewing
it to fome famiiy friends, whom I would confulr.

upon this occafion. I beg pardon for this ; t

hope you will be fo good as to grant my requeft :

1 do it with great deference to you. If I had the

pleafure of feeing you, I could toon fay fomething
to you that would convince you I am not wrong :

they are not proper for a letter, as you will eafily

guefc.

My wife defires your acceptance of her moft
humble fervice ; my daughter is extremely pleafcd

with the notice you are pleafed to take of her,

fhe is very well : fhe brought me another gran-
daughter laft month : fhe defires your acceptance

of her moft humble fervice, and would be glad of
the pleafure of feeing you here in England.

The duke of Portland fo far anfwers our expec-
tations, that indeed he exceeds them ; for he makes
the beft hufband, the beft father, and the beft ton;
thefe qualities are, I affure you, very rare in this

age.

I wifh you would make my compliments to my
lord Orrery ; do you defign to keep him with you ?

I do not blame ycu, if you can. I am, with

9 true
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true efteem and regard, Sir, your raoft obliged

and moft faithful humble fervant,

OXFORD.
I wifh Mafier Faulkner, when he fends any
thing to me, would fay how you do.

LETTER CXXXIX.

William Richardson, Efq; to Dr. Swift.

REVEREND SIR, April 17th, 1737.

J RETURNED laft night from Deny, where
1 have been for fome time pad, and where you
will be received with great refpedl. I pleafed

myfelf with the hopes of finding at home an
account of the time you defign being here «

My difappointment occafions you this trouble ;

and I hope you will fuffer that which can do it

beft to plead my excufe for being fo importunate.

Sir, I take the country to be as pleafant the

latter end of this, and all the next month, as any

in the year ; the fields are putting on their gayeft

liveries to receive you ; the birds will warble their

fweeteft notes to entertain you ; and the waters in

the river Bann, when they come in view of your

apartment, will tumble in great hurry to wait on
you, and leave you with reluctance.

I muft brag of my fkuation, and will pawn my
credit with you in thofe matters, that you will

pronounce it the moft delightful you have feen in

Dublin at leaft.

Sir, I will not conceal from you any longer

a felf-intereft I have in honouring this place with

your prefence. All the inclofures I intend in my
demr fne are now finifhed, and I am ready to begin

what
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what I intend by way of ornament ; but until I

am fixed in the fcheme of the whole, which I

would have adapted in the beft manner to the

place, I would do nothing. I have delayed

coming to a final refolution, till I ftiall have the

opportunity of intreating your opinion and aflift-

ance after viewing the whole. It will perhaps

afford yourfelf no difagreeable amufement, and
occafion fomething elegant and correct in minia-

ture, where nature has almoft done every thing.

When you let me know that you have fitted vour
ftages, I will contrive to meet you as far as Armagh
or Stevuartjiown. I will only add, that it is one
that loves you, as well as admires you, that is

thus troublefome to you ; and that I am, with the

greateft truth, as well as efteem, Sir, your moft
humble and moft obedient fervant,

WILLIAM RICHARDSON.

LETTER CXL.

The Hon. Mifs Davys * to Dr. Swift.

SIR, May 47th, 1737.

I KNOW you are always pleafed to do acts of

charity, which encourages me to take the liberty

of recommending a boy about ten years old, the

bearer of this, to your goodnefs, to beg you would
employ it in getting him put into the Blue-coat Hof-
pital. I received the inclofed letter from him this

morning. Your compliance with this requefr,

and pardon for this trouble, will oblige, Sir, your

mcft humble and moft obedient fervant,

M. DAVYS.
* Aftervwds Countefs of'Berrywre.
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LETTER CXLI.

Dr. Sheridan to Dr. Swift.

CERVE DECANE, June, 1737.

J^j G O longus audire a te, nunc Francifci funt

venti intus. Dominus M'Carty erat apud Sanc-

tas Catherinas *, qui olim minabatur me cum
fcripto, & fue ego ibam ad Dunboyn. Non red-

debam ad Dublinum apis caufa debebam num-
mum, & ego habebam id non ad cicerem.

Meus filius Thomas fedebat nuper pro fcholaftica

nave, et perdidit id per malitiam unius domini
Hughs, qui gignebat fuper apud aff-rem f, et

dixit, quod puer erat nimium juvenis pro juramento.

Diabolus Cape ingratum Socium ; nam olim dedi

ilium docfrinam pro nihil ; et fie fervit me nunc.

Quomodo unquam ego non volo capere ad cor,

fed ego faciam optimum de malo mercatu. O
qualis mundus eft hie ! Seel ego dicam non plus.

Scio quod fcio ; et tenebo mentem ad meipfum,

£t ego folvam id de cum cogitando.

Ego habeo tres libros fapientum diclorum %
trraiicriptos pro te in pulchra et magna imnu,
quos mittam ad te per primam opportunitatem,

ante ut meus dominus Orrery vadit pro Anglia

;

nam promifit capere illos cum fe, et facere paclum
pro me cum prselatore.

Corrigo illos libros valde puteus, ut jubebas me,
fie id ego fpero non habebis multum agere ; nam
eft non rationabile dare tibi multam moleftiam

* St. Catherines, lady Mountcajhefs villa ahout fix

miles from Dublhi.

f When the provoft and fellows of the univerfity

of Dublin meet in council, they call it a Board.

% The Doctor's collection of Bons Mots.

circum
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tircurh farclendo ftylum. Arnica Donelfon eft.

cito ire ad Dublinum, mittam illos cum ilia.

Ego habeo non ullos nuncios, fed quod noftra

tempeftas eft valde calida, in fie tantum, ut orane

noftrum gramen eft uftum fuper, et pecora habent

nihil edere. Caremus pluvia valde multum, ft

Deus placeret mittere—Mitte me verbum quid

genus tempeftatis eft in Dublino, & fi placet te

mitte ad me rationem tuae fanitatis. Da meum
humile fervitium omnibus, qui rogant pro me :

Ad Dominum Orrery, ad Dodtcrem Helftiam Sc

caeteris amicorum. Precare cape curam de teipfo,"

& fie obligabis tuum humillimum famulum,

THOMAS SHERIDAN.
Junii die ii°.

Unum mille feptem centem & triginta feptem.

Servitium et amor dominse albas vise.

LETTER CXLII.

Alderman Barber to Dr. Swift.

MOST HONOURED FRIEND, London, June 23, 1737.

[ WAS favoured with a letter fome time fince by
the hands of the bearer Mr. Lloyd, and by him
take the opportunity of anfwering it.

I do affure you, Sir, that as the Society have
always had the greateft regard for your recommen-
dation, fo, in this affair, they have given a frefh

inftance of their refpect ; for they have refolved

to relieve their tenants in C'Araln from their hard

bargains ; and, to that end, have put it in away
that is to the entire fatisfaetion of trie bearer.

I hope this will find you in good health, and
that the hot weather will contribute thereto ;

Vol. VI. K which
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which will be a great fatisfaction to all honeft mer*

who wifh well to their country.

Our friend Mr. Pope is very hearty and well,

and has obliged the town lately with feveral things

in his way ; among the reft, a tranflation of
Horace's Odes ; in one of which you are men-
tioned as faving your nation : which gave great

offence ; and, I am afiured, was under debate in

the council, whether he fhould not be taken up
for it : but it happening to be done in the late

Jcing's time, they pafted it by.

I hope you fee the paper called Common Sen/},

which has wit and humour.
I had thoughts of kifling your hand this fum-

mer; but we are all in confufion at Derry about

power, which will prevent my coming at prefent

;

but I am in hopes of having that happinefs before

I die. 1 thank God I hold out to a miracle,

almoft ; for I am better in my health now than I

was many years ago.

Lord Bolingbroke is in France, writing, I am.
told, the Hiftory of his own Time : he is well.

You will pleafe to make my compliments to- lord

Orrery and Dr. Delany.

I have many things to fay, which, in prudence

I muft defer.

I fhall conclude with my hearty prayers to>

Almighty God, to preferve your moft valuable

life for many years, as you are a publick blefling

to your country, and a friend to all mankind

;

and to aflure you that I am, with fincerity, dear

Sir, your moft affectionate and moft faithful

humble fervant,

JOHN BARBER*
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LETTER CXLIIL

Dr. King to Dr. Swift.

S IR, St. Mary-Hall, Oxford, June 24, 1737.

[DO not know for what reafon the worthy

gentlemen of the poft-office intercepted a letter,

which I did myfelf the honour to write to you

about two months ago. I cannot remember I

faid any thing that could give them the leaft

offence. I did not mention the new half-pence ;

I did not praife the royal family ; I did not blame

the prime minifter ; I only returned you my thanks

for a very kind letter I had juft then received from

you. It is true I inclofed in that letter a printed

paper called Common Senfe, in which the author

propofes a new fcheme of government for the peo-

ple of Corjica, advifing to make their king of the

fame fluff of which the Indians make their gods *.

I thought to afford you fome diverfion : but per-

haps it was this made the whole packet criminal.

I have this day received a letter from Mrs.
IVhiteway, in which (lie tells me that I am to ex-

pect the manufcript by lord Orrery. I will have

the pleafure to wait on him as foon as I can do it

without crofling the Irijh channel : and as foon as

I receive the papers, you (hall hear from me again.

I mail have an opportunity of writing fully to you
by Mr. Deane Swift, who propofes to fet out for

Ireland the next vacation. In making mention of
this gentleman, I cannot help recommending him
to your favour. I have very narrowly obferved

his conduct ever fince I have been here ; and I

* This paper of Common Senfe was written by Dr.
King hirnkW.

K 2 can %
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can, with great truth, give him the character of

a modeft, fober, ingenious young man. He \»

an hard ftudent, and will do an honour to the

fociety of which he is now a member.
Mrs. JVhiteway fays, that notvvithftanding all'

your complaints, you are in good health and good
fpirits. What think you of making a trip to

England this fine feafon, and vifiting our Alma
Mater? 1 can offer you an airy cool room during

the fummer, and a warm bed-chamber in the

winter ; and I will take care that your mutton-
commons fhall be kept long enough to be tender.

If you will accept of this invitation,. I promife to

meet you at Cbe/ler, and to conducl: you to king

Edward's lodgings : and then St. Mary- Hall may
boaft of a triumvirate, that is not to be matched

in any part of the learned world, Sir Thomas More,

Era/nuts, and the Drcpicr. Believe me to be

with the greateft efteem, Sir, your moft obedient

and moft humble fervant,

WILLIAM KING.

LETTER CXLIV.

Dr. King to Mrs. Whiteway.

MADAM, St. Mary-Hall, Oxon, June 24, 1737.

[ HAVE this day the favour of your letter of

the 14th, which hath given me great pleafure ;

however, I could not help beftowing fome male-

dictions on thofe gentlemen of the poft-omce, who
have been fo impertinent as to intercept our cor-

refpondence ; for you ought to have received

another letter from me with one inclofed for our

friend in fonae few days after you had the packet

from
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from Hartley. This was in anfwer. to the letter

you mention, which I got the very next day (as

well as I remember) after Hartley went from

London.

As foon as I hear of my lord Orrery?, arrival on
this fide of the water, i will wait on him to re-

ceive the papers. The moment they are put into

my hands I will write to you again.

I don't know why the Dean's friends mould
think it derogatory, either to his (ration or cha-

racter, to print the Hiftory by fubfcription, confi-

dering how the money arifing by the fale of it is

to be applied. I am not for felling the copy to a

bookfeller : for unlefs a fufficient caution be taken,

the bookfeller, when he is mailer of the copy,

will certainly print it by fubfcription, and fo have

all the benefit which the Dean refufes. But I

mall be better able to fend you my thoughts of

this matter, when I have talked with fome of my
friends, who have had more dealings in this way
than I have.

And have you at laft got ftore of copper half-

pence, and are content to give us gold and filver

in exchange for this new coin ? This ferves to

verify an obfervation I have frequently made, that

the grofTeft impohtion on the publick will go

down, if the managers have but patience to try it

twice, and art enough to give it a new name.

The excile fcheme, which made fuch a noife here

a few years ago, paffed here laft winter with lit-

tle oppofition, under a new fhape and title. How
would the ghoft of Wood triumph over the Drapier,

and rattle his copper chains, if the fpectre were
permitted to meet him in his walks ? But I am
unawares running into politicks, without confi-

4ering that thefe reflections may occafion the lofs

K 3 of
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of my letter. I have therefore done with your
copper *.

You can't imagine hew greatly I am vexed and
difappointtd, that I have been fo long obliged to

keep back my converfation piece f. I have, in

this refpect, wholly complied with the reafoning,

or rather with the humours, of fomeofmy friends.

They were willing to try their fkill in accommo-
dating my Ir'ift) affairs ; in which, after all, I

believe they will be difappointed as much as I

ha\e been : for the adverfaries I have to deal with,

proceed on a principle that will hear no reafen,

* With great refpecl to Dr. King, he is femewhat
miftaken in his politicks ; for the great force of Dr.

Swift's reafoning, in the character of an Irijh Drapier,

was not fo much levelled againft a moderate quantity of

halfpence in general (which, it is certain, were much
wanted in Ireland in the year 1724) as againft Wood's

adulterate copper in particular, which was not worth
three-pence in a {hilling, and which might have been

poured in upon the nation from Wood's mint to eternity

;

as he had neither given fecurity for his honefty, nor

obliged himfelf, like other patentees, to give either

gold or filver in exchange for his copper, when it began
to grow trcutl.fome. Whereas the halfpence, lent

over to Ireland in the year 1 757, were coined in the

fewer, by the exprefs order of the crown, for the con-

veniency of the kingdom, and were not calculated to

do any mifchief; or, in fact, could they have done

any, as all people were at that time fufficiently and
thoroughly apprized, that halfpence were not fterling

money, or could legally be tendered in any payment
whatsoever ; the only ufe of them being a fort of change

in the fmall crafts and traffick of the world. However,

it is certain that an advertifement of three lines, by

order of Dr Swift, had there been occafion fcr it, as

there was not, would inftantly have flcpt their cur-

rency.

f Meaning The Tcaft.

and
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and do no good, not even to themfelves, if others

are at the fame time to receive any benefit by the

bargain. However, fince you feem fo earneftly to

defire a fecond view of this work, I will fend you
a book by Mr. Swift, who intends to go from
hence about ten days or a formight hence. You
will be fo kind as to keep it in your own hands

until the publication.

As I think it proper to write a poftfeript in your

letter to a certain perfon, that muft be namelefs,

and finding I have but room for my addrefs to

him, I will fay no more to you now than that I

am, and always muft be, Madam, your moll

obedient and moll humble fervant,

WILLIAM KING.
i

P. S. To the gentleman of the poft-office who
intercepted my laft letter addrefTed to Mrs.
Whiteway, at her houfe in Abby-jlreet, toge-

ther with a letter inclofed and addrefTed to

the Dean of St. Patrick's.

LETTER CXLV.

S I R,

W HEN you have fufficiently perufed this

letter, I beg the favour of you to fend it to the

lady to whom it is direcled. I fhall not take it ill

though you fhould not give yourfelf the trouble to

feal it again. If any thing I have faid about the

copper halfpence and excife fhould offend you,

blot it out. I mall think myfelf much obliged to

you if, at the fame time, you will be pleaied to

fend Mrs. Whiteway thofe letters which are now
in your hands, with fuch alterations and amend-
ments as you think proper. I cannot believe that

K 4 your
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tour orders will iuftify you in detaining letters of
bufmefc : for as you are a civil officer, I conceive

you have nor a licence to rob on the highway. If

I happen to he millaken, of which I {hall be con-

vinced if this letter fhould be likewife intercepted,

I will hereafter change my addrefs, and enrol you
and your fuperiors in my catalogue of heroes.

LETTER CXLVI.

Erasmus Lewis, Efq; to Dr. Swift*.

London, June 30, I737.

\J U R friend Pope tells me, you could wifli

to revive a correfpondcnce with fome of your old

acquaintances, that you might not remain en-

tirely ignorant of what paffes in this country : on
this occafion I would offer myfelf with pleafure, if

I thought the little trifles that come to my know-
ledge could in the leaft contribute to your amufe-

ment ; but as you yourfelf judge very rightly, I

am too much out of the world, and fee things at

too great a diftance ; and, befides this, my age,

and the ufe I have formerly made of my eyes in writ-

ing bv candle-light, have now reduced me almoft

to blindnefs, and I fee nothing lefs than the pips

of the cards, from which I have fome relief in a

long winter evening. However, to fhew my dear

Dean how much I love him, I have taken my pen

in my hand to fcratch him out a letter, though it

be little mc^re than to tell him moll of thofe he and

I ufed to converfe with are dead; but I am ftill

alive, and lead a poor animal life. Lord Ma/ham

* There is an anfwer to this letter in John/Ion's col-

lection, No. 69.

is
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is much in the fame way : he has married his Ton,

and boards with him : the lady is the daughter of

Salway Winnington, and they all live lovingly

together : the old gentleman walks afoot, which

makes me fear that he has made fettlements above

his ftrenHth. I regret the lofs of Dr. /irbuthnct

every hour of the day : he was the beft, conditioned

creature that ever breathed, and the moft chearful

;

yet his poor fon George is under the utmoft dejec-

tion of fpirits, almoft to a degree of a delirium;

his two lifters give affecTtionate attendance, and I

hope he will grow better. Sir William JVyndham

makes the firft figure in parliament, and is one of

the moft: amiable men in the world : he is very

happy in his wife lady Blandford ; but I fear his

eldeft fon will not come into his meafures: this

may create him fome uneafinefs.

Lord Bathwji is in GlouceJIerJhire, where he

plants, tranfplants, and unplants: thus he ere£ts

an employment for himfelf independent of a court.

I have the happinefs to live near lord Oxford,

who continues that kindnefs and protection to me
that I had from his father. God Almighty has

given him both the power and the will to fupport

the numerous family of his ftfter, which has been

brought to ruin by that unworthy man lord K :

now I name him, I mean lord Oxford, let me afk

you if it be true, that you are going to print a

Hiftory of the four laft: years of the Queen ; if it

is, won't you let me fee it before you fend it to

the prefs t Is it not poffible that I may fuggeft

fome things that you may have omitted, and give

you reafons for leaving out others ? The Icenejs

changed fince that period of time : the conditions of

the peace ofUlrcJit have been applauded bv moft:

part of mankind, even in the two houfes of par-

liament; Should not matters reft: here, at leaft:

for
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for fome time ? I prefumc your great end is to do
juftice to truth ; the fecond point may perhaps be

to make a compliment to the Oxford family : per-

mit me to fay as to the firft, that tho' you know
perhaps more than any one man, I may poflibly

contribute a mite ; and, with the alteration of

one word, viz. by inferting parva inftead of magna,
apply to myfclf that paffage of V'v gil, et quoram

pars parva fui. As to the fecond point, I do not

conceive your compliment to lord Oxford to be fo

perfect as it might be, unlets you lay the manu-
script before him, that it may be confidered here.

Our little captain blufters, reviews, and thinks

he governs the world, when in reality he does

nothing ; for the firft minifter ftands pofleffed of
all the regal power : the latter prates well in the

houfe, and, by corruption, is abfolute mafter of

it: as to other matters, his foreign treaties are

abfurd, and his management of the funds betrays

a want of (kill : he has a low way of thinking.

My dear Dean adieu : believe me to be, what I

leally am, moft affectionately yours.

LETTER CXLVII.

The Earl of Oxford to Dr. Swift.

-ry GOOD Mr. DEAN, Dover- ftraet, July 4, 1737.

YOUR letter of June 14th*, in anfwer to

mine of the 7th of April, is come to my hands ;

and it is with no fmall concern that I have read

it, and to find that you feem to have formed a

refolution to put the Hiftory of the four laft years

of the Queen to the prefs j a refolution taken

* This letter was printed by Johnjion in the year

1765, No. 68.

without
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without giving your friends, and thofe that are

greatly concerned, fome notice, or fuffering them

to have time and opportunity to read the papers

over, and to confider them. I hope it is not too

late yet, and that you will be fo good as to let

fome friends fee them, before they are put to the

prefs ; and, as you propofe to have the work printed

here, it will be eafy to give directions to whom
you will pleafe to give the liberty of feeing them

;

I beg I may be one ; this requeft I again repeat

to you, and I hope you will grant it. I do not

doubt but there are many who will perfuade you

to publifh. it; but they are not proper judges:

their reafons may be of different kinds, and their

motives to prefs on this work may be quite diffe-

rent, and perhaps concealed from you.

I am extremely fenfible of the firm love and re-

gard you had for my father, and have for his me-
mory ; and upon that account it is, that I now
renew my requeft, that you would at leaft defer

this printing until you have had the advice of

friends. You have forgot that you lent me the

hiftory to read when you were in England fince my
father died ; I do remember it well. I would afk

your pardon for giving you this trouble ; but

upon this affair I am fo nearly concerned, that if

I did not my utmoft to prevent it, I fhould never

forgive myfelf.

1 am extremely obliged to you for your good

and kind concern for me and my family. My
wife defires your acceptance of her moft humble

Iervice ; my daughter defires the fame : they both,

are fenfible of your good wifhes for them. I am,

with true efteem and refpecl, dear Sir, your ob-

liged and moft affectionate humble fervant,

OXFORD.
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LETTER XCLVIII.

Earl of Orrery to Dr. Swift.

DEAR SIR, July 43, 1757.

F I were to tell you who enquire for you, and
what they fay of you, it would take up more pa-

per than I have in my lodgings, and more time

than I ftay in town. Yet London is empty : not

<lufly, for we have had rain : not dull, for Mr.
Pope is in it : not noi'y, for we have no carsf :

not troublefome, for a man may walk quietly

about the ftreets : in fhort, 'tis juft as I would
have it till Monday t and then I quit St. Paul's,

for my little church at Marflon.
Your commands are obeyed long ago. Dr.

Xing has his cargo, Mrs. Barber her converfation,

and Mr. Pope his letters. To-morrow I pafs

with him at Twickenham : the olim meminijfe will

be our feaft. Leave Dublin^ and come to us. Me-
thinks there are many ftronger reafons for it than

heretofore ; at leaft I feel 'em : and I'll fay with

Macbeth, Would thou could'ft ! '

My health is greatly mended ; fix, I hope, is

yours : write to me when you can, in your bell

health, and utmoft leifure ; never break through

that rule. Can friendfhip increafe by abfence ?

Sure it does ; at leaft mine rifes fome degrees, or

feems to rife : try if it will fall by coming nearer

;

no, certainly it cannot be higher. Yours moft

affe&ionately,

ORRERY-

-f Alluding to the Irijh cars.
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LETTER CXLIX.

Thomas Farren, Efq; Mayor of Cork,

to Dr. Swift.

I
REVEREND SIR, Cork, Sept. 14th, 1737.

A M favoured with yours by Mr. Faulkner^

and am forry the health of a man, the whole
kingdom has at heart, mould be fo much in dan-
ger.

When the box with your freedom was givea

the Recorder, to be prefented to you, I hoped he
would, in the name of the city, have exprefled.

their grateful acknowledgements for the many
fervices the publick has received from you, which
are the motives that induced us to make you one
of our citizens ; and as they will ever remain
monuments to your glory, we imagined it need-

lefs to make any infcription on the box, and es-

pecially as we have no precedents on our books

for any fuch. But, as fo great and deferving a
patriot merits all difUnftion that can be made, I

have, by the confent and approbation of the

Council, directed the box to you, and hope what
is infcribed upon it, although greatly inferior to

what your merit is intitled to, will however de-

monftrate the great regard and refpecl we have fcr

you, on account of the many Angular fervices

your pen and your counfel have done this poor

country 5 and am, reverend Sir, your moft obe-

dient humble fervant,

THOMAS FARREN, Mayor.
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LETTER CL.

Lord M Y * to Dr. Swift.

IS I R, Nov. 17th, 1737.

SHALL, with great pleafure, bring in your
petition to-morrow, the houfe of lords not fit-

ting until then : but I find there is a fmall mif-

take in point or form, which will be proper to be

fet right before the petition fhall be prefented.

You mention the bill as if it would certainly

pafs, and be transmitted into England 3 inftead of

which, I muft beg the favour of you to fay, that

there are heads of a bill depending now before

your lordfhips committee, in order to prevent &c.
&c. for until fuch time as it fhall have gone
through that, no one can declare the fate of it.

I mould not be fo impertinent as to pretend to

direct you in this, but that I apprehend you did

not know the progrefs the bill has taken ; if you
will get it writ over again, my fervant fhall wait

to bring it to me, and I fhall take care, as foon

as the petition is received, t» have a claufe ready,.

in purfuance of it, to except your charity. \

am, with great refpeft, Sir, your raoft obedient

and moil humble fervant, M Y.

LETTER CLI.

Charles Ford, Efq; to Dr. Swift.

November »2d, 1737.

CAN'T help putting you in mind of me
fometimes, though 1 am fure of having no return.

1 often read your name in the news-papers, but

* Now E of £ r.

hardly
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hardly have any other account of you, except
when I happen to fee lord Orrery. He told me
the laft time, that you had been ill, but were
perfectly recovered.

I hear they are going to publiih two volumes
more of your works. I fee no reafon why all

the pamphlets publiihed-at the end of the queen's

reign might not be inferted. Your objection of
their being momentary things will not hold.

Killing no Murder, and many other old traces, are

ftill read with pleafure, not to mention Tully's

Letters, which have not died with the times. My
comfort is, they will fome time or other be found
among my books with the author's name, and
pofterity obliged with them. I have been driven

out of a great houfe, where I had lodged between
four and five years, by new lodgers, with an in-

fupportable noife, and have taken a little one to>

myfelf in a little court, merely for the fake of
fleeping in quiet. It is in St. James's-Place, and
called Little Cleveland- Court. I believe you never

obferved it ; for I never did, though I lodged

very near it, till I was carried there to fee the

houfe I have taken. Though coaches come in,

it confifts of but fix houfes in all. Mine is but
two ftories high, contrived exactly as I would
wifh, as I feldom eat at home. The ground-
floor is of fmall ufe to me ; for the fore-parlour

is flung into the entry, and makes a magnificent

London hall. The back one, by their ridiculous

cufrom of tacking a clofet almoft of the fame big-

nefs to it, is fo dark, that I can hardly fee to

read there in the middle of the day. Up one
pair of ftairs I have a very good dining-room,

which on the fecond floor is divided in two, and
makes room for my whole family, a man and a

maid, both at board-wages. Over my bed-cham-
ber
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ber is my ftudy, the pleafanteft part of the houfej

from whence you have a full view of Bucklngham-

houfe, and all that part of the Park. My furni-

ture is clean and new, but of the cheape]}. things

I could find out. The moft valuable goods I

have are two different prints of you. I am ftill

in great hopes I fhall one day have the happinefs

of feeing you in it.

Every body agrees the queen's death was wholly
owing to her own fault. She had a rupture,

which fhe would not difcover; and the furgeon

who opened her navel, declared if he had known
it two days fooner, lhe fhould have been walking
about the next day. By her concealing her dif-

temper, they gave her itrong cordials for the gout

in her ftomach, which did her great mifchief.

The king is faid to have given her the firft ac-

count of her condition ; fhe bore it with great

refolution, and immediately fent for the reft of

her children, to take formal leave of them, but

abfolutely refufed to fee the prince of Wales ; nor

could the archbifhop of Canterbury^ when he gave

her the facrament, prevail on her, though fhe

faid, (he heartily forgave the prince. Ic is thought

her death will be a lofs, at leaft in point of eafe,

10 fome of the minifters.

Since Lew's has loft his old wife, he has had

an old maiden niece to live with him, continues

the fame life, takes the air in his coach, dines

moderately at home, and fees nobody.

It was reported, and is ftill believed by many,
that Sir Robert TFalpcle upon the lofs of his, made
Mifs Skirret an boneft woman ; but if it be fo,

the marriage is not vet owned.

That you may, in health and happinefs, fee

many 30th of Novembers, is the moft fincerc and

hearty wifh of your?, Esfa

If
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If you will be fo kind as to let me hear front

you once again, you may either direct to me
r.t the Cocoa-Tree, or to Little Cleveland-Court

in St. James's P. ace.

S

LETTER CLIL

Dr. Swift to Dr. Cla n c y.

SIR, Deanry-houfe, Chr-ftmas-dav, 1-3-.

OME friend of mine lent me a comedy*,
which I am told was written by you : I read it

carefully, and with much pleafure, on account
both of the characters and the moral. I have no
intereft with the people of the play-houfe, eJfe I
fhould gladly recommend it to them. I fend you
a ima'l preierrt f, in fuch gold as will not give
you trouble to change ; for f much pity your
of fight J, which if it pleafed God to let you en-
joy, your other talents might have been your
honeft fupport, and have ealed you of your pre -

* The Sl>nrpet\ the principal character or" which
performance was defigned to represent colonel C

tres.

f This pacquet contained fivepopnis infmal! 1

cf gold of different kinds, of which the largeft did not
exceed the value of five millings. A little time after
(faith Dr. Clancy) I fent him a parcel of tic

kept but one, which he faidhehad paid for, and
wards fent me two four pound pieces for more. V id.

Gla/tcy'i M ol. ii. p. 56.

X Dr. Clancy had purfaed the itudy of phyiick, and
patronized by Dr. Heljham ; bat having loft his

fight before he could regluarly engage in the baiinefs
of his profefiion, he kept a Latin I ehcol for his iup-
port. tie has been dead fome yea

Vol. VI. L "ftnt
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fent confinement. I am, Sir, your well-wifhing

friend and humble fervant,

JONATH. SWIFT.

I know not who lent me the play ; if it came

from you, I will fend it back to-morrow.

LETTER CLIII.

Lady H o w t h to Dr. Swift.

DEAR SIR, December 26th, 1737.

NOWING vou to be very poor, I have fent

y^iTa couple of wild ducks, a ccuple of partridge,

a fide of venifon, and fome plover, which will

help to keep your houfe this Chrijimas. You may

make a miter's feaft, and drink your blue -eyed

Nymph in a bumper, as We do the Drapier ; arui

when thefe are out, let me know, and you (hall

have a frefh fupply. I have fent them by a black-

guard, knowing you to be of a very generous

temper, though very poor. My lord and huf-

band joins with me in wifhing you a merry Ghrift-

mas, and many of them ; and am lincerely your

affectionate friend and Sea-nymph.

If I figned my name, and the letter fhould b

found, you and I might be fufpecfed.

K

e

LETTER CLIV.

Dr. Clancy to Dr. S w i f t.

REVEREND SIR, December 271b, 173;.

WHEN 1 ftrive to exprefs the thorough

fenfe I have of your humanity and goodnels, my

attempt chafes in admiration of these. You have

2>
favcuad
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favoured my performance with fome degree of ap-
probation, and you have confidered my unfortu-
nate condition by a mark of your known benevo-
lence : from my very foul I iincerely thank you.
That approbation, which in fome more happy
periods of my life would have made me proud
even to vanity, has now in my diftreis comforted
fcnd foothed my mifery.

If I did not fear being troubJefome, I (hould
do myfelf the honour of waiting upon you, if you
will be pleafed to permit me to do (o. At any
time I am ready to obey your command ; and am,
with the utmoft refpect and gratitude, Sir, your
moft obliged humble fervahf,

MIC. CLANCY.

LETTER CLV.

Earl of O R R e r y to Mrs. White w a y.

I

MADAM, Dute-Street, Weflminftcr, Feb. 14th, 1737.?.

M US T anfwer a letter I never received. The
Dean tells me you wrote to me ; but the feas, or
the pofimaffers, are in poffeffionof the manufcript.
Should it fall into Curl's hands, it may come into
print, and then I muft anfwer it in print, which
will give me a happy opportunity of letting the
world know how much I am your admirer and
fcrvant.

I agree intirely with the perfon who writes
there or four paragraphs in the Dean's letter.
Humour and wit are, like gold and filver, in great
plenty in Ireland; nor is there any body~that
wants either but that abominable Dean, the bane
of all learning, fenfe, and virtue. I wifh we had
hirn here to punifh him fur his various offences,
particularly fox his abhorrence of the dear dear

E 2 fafhiena
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fafliions of this polite age. Pray, madam, {end

him, and you will hear what a fimple figure he
will make among the great men of our ifland,

who are every day improving themfelves in all

valuable qualities and noble principles.

I rejoice to hear your fair daughter is in health.

I am, to her and you, a moft obedient humble
fervant,

ORRERY.

LETTER CLVI.

Mifs Richardson to Dr. S w i f t.

SIR, Summerfeat, Feb. 23d, 1737-S.

W A S favoured fome time ago with your

moft obliging letter f, wherein vou are pleafed

to fay fo many civil things to me, that I have been

altogether at a lofs how to make proper acknow-
ledgements for the honour you have done me.
The commendations you are fo good as to beftow

upon me, would make my vanity infufFerable to

my neighbours, if I were not confcious that I

do not deferve them ; and although I fh.aH always

account it a great unhappinefs to me that I never

have been in yojr company, yet this advantage

I have from it, that my faults are unknown to

you. If I have any thing commendable about me,

I fincerely own myfelf indebted to you for it,

havinjr endeavoured as much as I could to model

myfelf by the ufeful inftruclions t*iat are to be

gathered from your works ; for which my fex in

general (although I believe fome of them do not

think fo) is highly obliged to ycu. The opinion

vou are pleafed to entertain of me, I fancy is

-j Vid. 7 oUedlion, >*c. 70.

owing
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owing to my uncle's partiality, who has frequently

been fo kind as take pains to make perfons unac-

quainted with me, think better of me than after-

wards they found I deferved. I have great rea-

fon to complain of his treatment in this particu-

lar ; but in all others I have met with fo much
kindneis from him, that I muft think it my duty

to lay hold of every opportunity that falls in my
way to oblige him. Sir, you have it in your

power to give me one, bv making him a vifit at

Sumrnerfeat) where all the (kill I have in housekeep-

ing (hould be employed to have every thing in

that manner that would be moll pleafing to you,

which I know is the mod agreeable fervice I

could do for him. You are pleafed to wifh in

your letter that you had hands long enough to

beat me. What an honour and happinefs would
I efteem it, to be thought worthy of your correc-

tion ? but I fear you would find my faults fo nu-
merous, that you would think me one of thofe

ladies that do not dcferve to be mended.
Your letter would have given me the greateft

pleafure of any thing I hive ever met with, had

it not been for the complaints you make of your

health, which give me a molt fenfible concern,

as they ought to do every body that has any re-

gard for this kingdom. I hope the *ood weather

will fet vou right, and that the Summer will in-

duce you to vifit this northern part of the. world.

I fear I have by this time tired out your patience

with female impertinence, and given you too great

recoil to change the favourable thoughts you did

me the honour to entertain of me ; I will forbear

to be longer troublefome to you, only I beg leave

to add my belt wifhes for your good health, that

may live many years to be a blefling to man-
kind in general, and this country in particular. [

L 3 am,
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am, with the higher} efteem, am :

Sir, your moft obedient and moil hur

KATH. RICHARDSON:

LETTER CLVIL

Dr. King to Deane S w i f t, Efqj *

S IR, St. Mary Hi!], Oxon, March ijtb, 1727-8.

J_ D I D net receive your letter of the 4th till

yefterday. It was fent after me to London, and

from thence returned to O:.

I am much concerned that I cannot fee you
before you go to Ireh \ intended to

have fent by you a pacquet for the Dean. It has

been no fault of mine that he has not heard from

rne. I have written two letters for him (both

inclofed to Mrs. Wl. ~:;:ce I received the

manufcript from lord Orrery. I wrote again to

Mrs. 77 v. hen I was laPc week in London,

to acquaint her, that I would write to the Dean
by a friend of mine, who is coing for Ireland in

a few days. I do no: wonder my letters by the

pod have been intercepted, iir.ee they wholly re-

lated to the publication of f which, I am
fliTured, is a matter by 110 means agreeable to

-iCofour great men, nor indeed to ibme of the

Dean's particular friends in London. In fhort, 1

have been obliged to defer this publication till I

can have the Dean's anfwer to fatisfy the objec-

tions which have been made by fome of his

friends. I had likewife a particular reafon of my

* 7' hen 1 utb.

f Dr. Swift's Hiftory of the four lafc years of Q^

own
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own for deferring this work a few months, which

i have acquainted the Dean with.

I muft beg the favour of you to leave behind

you the copy of the ToaJl, at haft to (hew it to

nobody in Ireland: for as I am upon the point of

accommodating my fuit, the publication of the

book would greatly prejudice my affairs at this

juncture. But this is a caution I believe I needed

not have given you.

Your friends in the Hall are all well. We are

now very full.

Believe me to be, Sir, your moft affectionate

and moft humble fervant,

WILLIAM KING.

Notwithfhndirg your letter, I am ftill in fome

hopes of feeing you before you go to Ireland.

LETTER CLVIII.

Alderman Barber to D r - Swift.

MOST DEAR AND HONOURED FRIEND,

London, March 13th, I73S.

j| T was with great pleafure I received yours of
the 9th of Alarch, with the ftate of your health,

which was the more agreeable, as it contradicted

the various reports we had of you ; for you re-

member that our news-papers take the privilege

of killing all perfons they do not like as often as

they pleafe. I have had the honour to be decently

interred about fix times in their weekly memoirs,
which I always read with great fatisfaction.

I am very well fatisfied with your character of

Mr. Duukitiy and defire that he would immediately

L ± draw
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up a petition in form, directed to the gover

which petition I defire that you only

would underwrite, with your recommendation,

ar.d a character of him ; which you will pleafe to

fend to me, to be made u!e of at my d.fcretion.

He need not come over, but inform me, as fooa

as poiTible, of Dr. Squire's death.

1 have, made your compliments to lord and lady

:

;

, who are both well, and rejoiced to hear

aur health. They give you their thanks

your remembrance, and are your faithful

friends.

His ell pleafed with your pre-

sent of tl , and dcfires you would fend

them by the fir ft fafe hand that comes over. Is it

not fkockfng that that noble lord, who has no
vices (except buying manufcripts and curiofities

may be called fo) has not a guinea in his pocket,

and is felling a great part of his cRate to p-n' his

it eftare of his produces near 20,oco/.

a > car. I fay, is it not fbocking ! But indeed

moll of our nobility with great eftates are in the

fame way. My lord Burlington is now felling, in.

one article, gooo/. a year in Ireland, for 2oo,(XX>/.

•ay his debts.

Dr . is proud of vour compliments, and

return his thanks and fcrvice.

r. Lewis I have not feen, but hear he is pretty

rd, I am told, is the mod: regular man
m his lodgings to the Mall— to the

Co: ra—to the tavern—-to bed, is his conftant

conrfe.

Thefe cold winds of late have affected me; but

a* tb weather is coming on, I hope to be

I am, though, I thank God, I am
I have been for many

years.
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years. Among the other blcflings I enjoy, I an>

of a chearf'ul difpofition, and I laugh, and ana

laughed at in my turn, which helps off the tedi-

ous hours.

I hope the Spring will have a good effect upon
you, and will help your hearing and o her infir-

mities, and that I mall have the pleafure to hear

fo from your own hand.

You will pleafe to obferve that I am proud of

every occafion of mewing my gratitude to vou,

Sira to whom I muff, ever own the greateft obli-

gations.

Pray God blefs and preferve you, and believe

me always, dear Sir, your mod faithful and mod
obedient humble fervant,

JOHN BARBER.

LETTER CLIX.

Alexander M'Aulay, Efq; to Dr. Swift.

REV. SIR, April 13, 1738.

J_ HAVE received your letter of this date, and

will wait upon you to-morrow morning. 1 am ex-

tremely foiry to find ycu meet with .any thing that

affe&s or perplexes you. I hope I (hall never be

guilty of fuch black ingratitude as to omit any
opportunity of doing you every good office in my
power.

I am, with the greater! eftcem and gratitude,

Rev. Sir, your moil obiiged and moft obedient

ALEXANDER M'AULAY.
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LETTER CLX.

Dr. King to Deake S w i f t, Efqj

DEAR SIR, St. Mary-Hall, Oxen, April 25, 1738.

_| HAVE juiT now received your letter by Mr.
Birt, for which I thank you. 'Tis now more
than a month fince I wrote to Mrs. tVbiteway, to

acquaint the Dean with the difficulties I met with

in regard to the publication of his Hiftory, and to

defire his advice and directions in what manner I

fhould proceed. I have not yet had any anfwer ;

and til! i receive one, I can do nothing more. I

mav probably hear from Ireland before you leave

Monmouth ; in which cafe i may trouble you with

a pacquct.

I am pretty much of your opinion about

old poets, and perhaps may confirm }Ou in your

whimfies (as you call them) when I have the plea-

sure of feeing you here again. 1 heartily wifli vou

a good journey and voyage : but mcthink c I can

hardlv excufe vou for having been fo long abfent

from us. J willi you had returned to this place,

tho
5
for one week ; becaUfe I might have talked

ever with you all the affair of the Hiftory, about

which I have been much condemned : and no
wonder, fince the Dean has continually exprefled

his di ion that 1 have fo long delayed the

publication of it. However, I have been in no

fault : on the contrary, I have con fulled the Dean's

honour, and rhe fafety of his perfon. In a word,

the publication ol this work, as excellent as it is,

would involve the printer, publisher, author, and

eve.-.- ned, in the greateft difficulties,

if nut in a certain ruin; an.l therefore it will be

r.eceffary to omit fome of the characters.

I thank



( 155 )

I thank you for the promife you make me con-

cerning the Toaji.

Your friends here are all well. Believe me,
dear Sir, your moft obedient humble fervant,

WILLIAM KING.

LETTER CLXI.

Mifs Richardson to Mrs. White way.

DEAR MADAM, Belturbet, May 6, 173?.

I RECEIVED the favour of your letter hft

poft. I was deprived of having that pleafurc

fcor.er by removing from Summerfeat to this place

the beginning of laft month, where I was fent for

by my father, to attend him in a fit of the gout,

of which he has been very ill thefe three months
parr. My (ifler, who takes care of him and h:s

family, being near the time of her lying in, I

trouble you with this account, that you may
know how I am engaged at prefent, which I iear

will prevent my having an opportunity of waiting

upon you before my uncle returns.

I moil: humbly thank you for your kind invita-

tion, and do heartily wifh it were any way in

my power to let you know the grateful fenfe I

hive of my obligations to you. I hope the Dean
of St. Patrick's is very well : it would have given

me infinite pleafure to have had the honour of

being in his company with you.

When I parted with my uncle, he propofed to

mr.ke but a fhort flay in England at this time ; and

at his return he intended to leave nothing undone

that he could think of to prevail with the Dean
and you to ipend fome time at his houfe this fum-

mcr. I hope you will be fo good as to give him



( 156 )

ail (he affiftancc you can to perfuade the Dean to

take that jaunt : I really believe it would do him
great fervice as to his health : I pleafe myfelf
greatly with the thoughts of having you there,

and your daughter, who I believe to be a very

nplifhed young lady, having had the happi-

nefs to be educated under your direction. I beg
you will make my compliments to her ; and be
affured that I am, with great refpeft, Madam,
your moil obedient and muft humble fervant,

KATH. RICHARDSON.

LETTER CLXII.

Lord Orrery to Dr. Swift.

I
DEAR SIR, June 13, 1738.

AM engaged to-morrow at dinner; but I

will try to put it off, and fend you word in the

morning whether I can meet Mrs. IVJnteway or

.net.

To fhew you what a generous rival I am (now
I 2m fure of the laJy) 1 fhould be glad to carry

down a letter from you to my miftrefs on Friday.

1 drinks any wine ; but {he told me the

other day, to do you good, (he would drink a

bottle. I wifh you would infift on it, that I

it fee whether wine would alter the fweetnefs

of her temper, for I am fure nothing elfe can.

I rejoice to find there is fome little amendment
in roar health, and I pray God to rncieafe it.

ORRERY.
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LETTER CLXIII.

Lord Orrery to Dr. S w i f i\

DEAR SIR, June 29, 173S,

I HAVE but this paper left, and how can I

employ it better than triumphing over my rival.

Mea eji Lavinia conjux. To-morrow Mrs. Hamil-

ton gives me her heart and hand for ever. Do I

live to fee the day when toupets, coxcomical lords,

powdered fquires, and awkward beaux join with

the Dean of St. Patrick's in the lofs of one and

the fame object ? My happinefs is too great, and

in pity to you I will add no more than that i hope

to fee grief for this lofs ftrongly wrote in your

face even twenty years hence. Adieu, your gene-

rous rival,

ORRERY,

LETTER CLXIV.

Alderman Barber to Dr. S w i f t.

MOST HONOURED AND WORTHY SIR,

London, July 2, *73?«

[ HAVE deferred anfwering the favours of yours

t>f the 9th and 31ft of March, in hopes to have

fomething to entertain you with, and I have Suc-

ceeded in my vvimes ; for I am fure I give you

great pleafure when I tell you the inclofed 1 re-

ceived from the hands of lord Eolingbro'^e and Mr,

Pope, your deareft friends. My lord has been

here a few days, and is come to fell Datvky, to

pay his debts j and he will return to /

where,
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where, I am told, he is writing the Hiflory of his

own Times ; which 1 heartily rejoice a: (though

I am not likely to live to fee it publiflied) becaufe

fo able a hand can do nothing but what niuit be

inftructive and entertaining to the next generation.

His lordfhip is fat and fair, in high fpirits ; but

joins with you, and all good men, to lament our

prefent unhappy fituation. Mr. Pope has a cold,

and complains, but he is very well ; fo well, that

he throws cut a twelve-penny touch in a week or

ten days, with as much eafe as a friend of ours

formerly ufed to ioaft the enemies to their country.

The report of the duke of Ormo?:d's return is

without foundation, His grace is very well in

health, and lives in a very handfome manner, and

has Mr. Kelly with him as his chaplain, the gen-

tleman who efcaped out of the Toiler. A worthy
friend of yours and mine pafied through Avignon

about a month hnce, and dined with his Grace,
; from whom I have what 1 ttll ycu.

I hear nothing of Dr. Squire's departure : I

believe I may fay the matter is fecured for Mr.
Dunkin.

I have feen lord r.nd lady Oxford, who make
ycu their compliments. He thanks vou for \our
medals. .1 believe I told you he is felling IVimple,

to pay off a debt of ico,ccc/. That a man
without any vice, (hould run out fuch a fum, is

menftrous- It muft be owing to the roguery of

his ftewards, and his indolency, which is vice

enough.

Lord Bathurjlh heartily tours ; fo i; ?vlr. Lewis,

who wears apace, and ths more (would you be-

lieve it r) fince the lafs of his wife.

I do not fee lord in an age : his fon is

married, and proves bad enough; ill natured and

proud, and very little in him. Our friend Ford

live*
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lives in the fame way, as conflant as the fun, from
the Cocoa- tree to the Park, to the tavern, to bed, iffc.

So far in the hiirorical way, to obey your ieve-

ral commands. You will now give trie leave to

hope this will find you free from all complaints,

and that i fhall have the great pleafure of feeing

it very quickly under your own hand. I thank

God, I am better than I have been many years,

but yet have many complaints ; for my ailhma

fticks clofe by me, but lefs gout than formerly, fo

that though I cannot walk far, I ride daily, and
eat and cirink heartily at noon ; and I impute my
being fo much better to my drinking confrantly

the aues milk, which is the beft fpecihck we have.

I wifh to God you would try it, I am fure it

would do you much good. 1 take it betimes in

the morning, which certainly gives me a littl»

fleep, and often a fmall breathing or fvveat.

If Mr. Richard/on has not made you his acknow-
ledgments for your great favour and friendship to

him, he is much to blame ; for to you he owes
the continuance of his employment. An alder-

man of Derry came from thence on purpofe to

attach him, and he had many articles of impeach-

ment j and I believe he had twenty, out of twenty-

four, of our Society againft him : and the cry has

been againft him for two or three years paft, and

I had no way to fave him many times, but only

by faying, that while I had the honour to prefide

in that chair, I would preferve the great privilege

every EngUJhman had, of being heard before he

was condemned : and I never put any queftion

againft him while he was in Ireland. Well, he

came ; and, after a long and tedious hearing of

both fides, the Society were of opinion, that he
had adled juftly and honourably in his office.

I d»
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I do not deal in politicks ; I have left them off

Si log while, only we talk much of war, which.

I do not believe a word on. A fair lady in Ger-
many has put the in good humour they fay.

1 fhall trouble you no more at prefent, but to

aiuue you I never think of you but with the tit-

moft pleafure, and drink year health daily, and
heartily pray for your long, long life, as you are

an honour to your country , and will be the glory
of the prefent and fucc >es.

I am, dear Sir, your mole alreCiionate humble
fervant,

J. BARBER,

LETTER CLXV.

William Richardson, Efq; to Dr. Swifti

^. July 25. »M*-

\ HERE are but very few things would give

me greater concern than the Dean of St. Patrick's

becoming indifferent towards me; and yet i fear

one of thofe few things is the caufe I have not had

a line from you fmcc 1 came hither. I befeech

you eafe me of my prefent pain, by telling me that

you are well ; that fummer, which hath but lately-

reached us here, hath invited you, and tempted

you to ride acrain.

If any thing occurs to you I can do, that is

agreeable to you, if you have the leaft inclination

to oblige me, you will let me know it.

My hurry here is almoft over ; but one affair

or other will detain me till the latter end of

Oolober^ if I get away then. I cannot fay I pa's

my time difagreeably. I have had feme opportu-

nities of doing good offices ; and, when I am not

% i

1

; .engaged
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tftfengaged by bufinefs, I live with a few friend*

that I love, and love me, and, for the mod part,

go every week with one of them to the country
for two or three days.

Your friend BoUngbroke is well, and at prefent

with Mr. Pope. I am told he has fold Dawly.
Alderman Barber, who has promifed me to writs
to you by the next pott, tells me his lordmip en-
quired much about you and your health. The
alderman plays his cards fo as that his credit in the

city daily encreafes. There is nothing but the

vacancy wanting to put Mr. Dunk'm in pofTeffion

of the patifh of Golrain.

1 hear you have feen Pope's fifth Dialogue, 1738.
Have you (een his Univerfal Prayer ? This fe-

cond Dialogue, togeiher with a copy of the in-

fcription intended by the old dutchefs of Marlbo-
rough for a flame me is to ere£r. of queen Anne,

and a few lines attributed to lord Chejlerjieldy on
another fubjeel:, wait on you inclofed.

Believe that I love as much as I admire you ; and
that I am, with the moft perfect refpedr, dear Sir,

your moft obliged and moft truly faithful fer/ant,

WILLIAM RICHARDSON.

This pacquet goes franked by the fecretary of

the foreign office, who can frank any weight.

I expect the prime ferjeajat * here this night in

his way to France.

* Singletan,

Vol. YI. \\
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LETTER CLXVI.

The Bifhop of F e r n s f to Dr. Swift.

SIR, September 18, 1738,

A MESSAGE which I juft now received

from you by Mr. Hughes, gives me fome hopes of
being reftored to my old place. Formerly I was
your minifter in muficis : but when I grew a great

man (and by the by you helped to make me fo)

you turned me off. If you are pleafed again to

employ me, I {hall be as faithful and obfervant

as ever.

I have heard Mr. Hughes fing often at Perci-

vafs J, and have a good opinion of his judgment :

fo has Percival, who, in thefe affairs, is infallible.

His voice is not excellent, but will do : and, if I

miftake not, he has one good quality, not very

common with the mufical gentlemen, i. e. he is

defirous to improve himfelf. If Mafon and Lamb
were of his temper, they would be as fine fellows

as they think themfelves. I am, Sir, your moft

obedient humble fervant,

EDWARD FERNS.

LETTER CLXVII.

Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway.

JVI R« Swift's gimcracks of cups and balls *,

in order to my convenient (having with eafe and

f Dr. tynge. t At Dean Percival's.

8 A box of foap and a brulh.

difpatch,
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difpatch, together with the prescription on half a

iheet of paper, was exactly followed, but fome

inconveniencies attended ; for I cut my face once

or twice, was jufl twice as long in the performance,

and left twice as much hair behind, as I have

done this twelvemonth pair. I return him, there-

fore, all his implements, and my own compli-

ments, with abundance of thanks, becaufe he

hath fixed me during life in my old humdrum way.

Give me a full and true account of all your healths,

and fo adieu. I am ever, &c,

J. SWIFT.
Off. 3d or 4th, or rather as the butler fays,

the fecond on Tuejday 1758.

My fervice to all your litter, I mean Mrs.
Harriforty Sic. but you will call this high

treafon. I am ftill very lame of that left

foot. I expect to fee as many of you as you
pleafe.

LETTER CLXVIII.

Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway.

Nov. 27, 1733.

J NEVER liked a letter from you on your
ufual days of coming here, for it always brings

me bad news, I am heartily forry for your fon's

continuing his illnefs, and that you have now two
patients in your houfe. In the mean time pray

take care of your health, chiefly your wicked cho-

lic, and Mrs. Harrifons difpofition to a fever. I

hope at leaft things will be better on Thurfday f

,

{ Dr Swift's birth-day.

M 2 tlie
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clfe I fhail be full of the fpleen, becaufe it is a (Jay

you feem to regard, although I deteft it, and I

read the third chapter of Job that morning J. I

am deafer than when you faw me laft, and indeed

am quite caft down. My hearty love and fervice

to Mrs. Harrifon. I thoroughly pity you in your
prefent circumftances. I am ever yours entirely.

God fupport you !

J. SWIFT.

LETTER CLXIX.

Mifs Richardson to Airs. White way.

DEAR MADAM, Eelturbtt, November 29, 173S.

T was a very unequal match that the Dean and

you fhould join in a plot againft my uncle and me :

you could not fail of carrying your point. Any
thing the Dean hath a hand in, is done in the moit

genteel and furprizing manner. I fairly own I

am caught: I would be gla.d to know what my
uncle will think of himfelf when he hears the

part he a&ed in it. J have been fo well ac-

cuftomed to receive prefents of value from him,

that I thought it had ben a p'ece of edging, or

fome light thing, which he had committed to your

care to be forwarded to me. Never was I fo fur-

prized as 1 was when I read your ietter, to think

I had received a prefent from fo sreat a perfon as

the L'can; but v. hen I locked upon it, and knew
the expence it muft he to him, I was quite con-

founded : it was too great an honour for me, who
cr.n r.cve: deferve ;he leaft favour from him : it is

a moft beautiful diamond j I own I am proud of

X This chaste. h« always rea.1 u^ djj his birthday.

finery
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finery now, which I never was in my life before.

I am highly obliged to you for your improvement

of the ring : the Dean's hair and name have

•made it a treafure to me, and I really believe it

will be thought fo a thoufand years hence, if it

can be kept fo long. I am fare it mall by me, as

long as I live, with as much care as I keep my
•yes, while I have them to look upon it.

My filter, who had the honour of waiting upon
you in town, and brought me the ring very fafe,

is full of acknowledgments for your civilities to

her, and returns you her moft fincere thanks,

with her humble fervice. Pray give mine moft
arfeciionately to Mils Harrijon. I am, dear

Madam, your mcft obliged and moft humble
fervant,

KATH. RICHARDSON.

LETTER CLXX.

William Richardson, Efq; to Dr. Swift.

1

SIR, London, January 2d, 1738-9.

A M called upon, by many provocations, to

prefer a bill of indictment againft you, and a fe-

male accomplice of yours *
; for thac by the ufe of

means very uncommon, which were in your
power only, you have turned the head of a well-

meaning country girl of plain fenfe, who had
been very ufeful to me, and efteemed by her

acquaintance. I have feen of late many fymp-
toms of her diforder : it is true, that the fafcina-

tion of your works had before operated ftrongly

upen her ; for fcarce any opportunity occurred

* Mrs. Whitcway,

M 3 hut
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but {he poured forth her admiration of the author,

and can repeat without book all your poems better

than her catechifm ; however, {he could attend to

tlorreftic affairs, and give proper directions about

matters in the kitchen and larder, &£. and when
fhe did not pore upon your writings, or fome other

books (I cannot (ay of the like kind) fhe was at

work, or feeing that things in her province were
as thev fhould be : but now truly it appears fhe

apprehends that heretofore fhe had not difcovered

her own value and importance. To be taken

notice of by a perfon fhe has long thought to be

the grcatevr. genius any age hath reduced, and

whe'm (be woifhippeth whh 2n adoration that to

any mortal rifes almoft to idolatry, hath, it is

much to be feared, trar.fported her with conceit

and vanity, and where it will end, 1 know not.

What you have done prccetded, ro doubt, from

a malicious intention twaids me, as well as the

poor girl ; and I refent it accordingly, as 1 hope

ihe will do when fhe returns to her fenfes.

I was greatly rejoiced, dear Sir, to learn from

the prime-ferjeant Singleton* that he found you c x-

tremely well in every refpeft, except your hear-

ing ; and in that he faid you were much better

than he expected. That man, who has as true a

heart as ever I met with, moft intirely loves as

well as admires vou.

This place affords no news at prefent. I am
detained by affairs of importance that relate to my
friends, and cannot yet fay when they will allow

me to return I pafs my time, now and then,

with fome of Mr. Popes moft intimate friend?
j

snd although 1 would have great pleafure in being

known to him, that of the prefent age comes next

to you in fame, I {hall not be introduced fro him,

uiijefs I {hall have the honour not to be thought

wholly
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wholly unworthy to deliver him a letter from the

Dean of St. Patrick's.

Alderman Barber got a fall in his parlour on his

hip, by his foot getting into a hole of the carpet

;

it brought a fit of. the gout upon him, and he is

ftill fomewhat lame in his hip ; but otherwife in

very good health and fpirits.

Doctor Squire holds out furprizingly : as foon

as the vacancy fhall happen, I will have notice,

and there is ho doubt but Mr. Dunkin will fucceed

him.
I am ever, dear Sir, with the higheft efteem

and refpecl:, your mod obliged and moft affectio-

nate humble fervant,

WILLIAM RICHARDSON.

LETTER CLXXI.

Dr. King to Dr. Swift.

SIR, St. Mary-Hall, Oxford, January 5th, 1738-9.

A T length I have put Rochefaucault to the

prefs, and about ten or twelve days hence it will

be publifhed. But I am in great fear left you
fhould diflike the liberties 1 have taken. Although
I have done nothing without the advice and ap-

probation of thofe among your friends in this coun-
try, who love and efleem you moft, and zealoufly

intereft themfelves in every thing that concerns

your character. As they are much better judges

of mankind than I am, I very readily fubmitted to

their opinion j however, if after having received

the printed copies, which I will fend you next

week, you fhall ftill refolve to have the poem
publifhed as intire as you put it into my hands, I

will certainly obey your commands, if I can find

M 4 a proper
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a proper perfon to undertake the work. I mall
go to London the latter end of the next week,
when I'll write to you by a private hand more
fully than I can venture to do by the poft.

I was at Twickenham in the Chrijitnas week. Mr.
Pope had juft then received a letter from you, and
had the pleafure of hearing you were well and in

good fpirits. May thofe good fpirits continue
With you to the laft hour

!

Believe me to be, with the greateft truth, Sir,

jour moll obedient and moft faithful fervant,

W. K.

Pr2y do me the honour to preferu my rr.oft

humble fervice to Mrs. PFtitezvay*

LETTER CLXXII.

Deane Swift, Efqj to Dr. Swift.

I

SIR, Jan. 12, 173S-9.

H A D fo great an honour conferred upen me
yeiteiday, that I know not how to exprefs the

obligations I lie under for it, unlefs by endeavour-

ing to make myfelf worthy of your prefent, I can

demenftrate to the world that I daily improve in

wifdom and knowledge, by ftudying in thofe books,

which fince the beginning of my life 1 have for

ever efteemed to be a compleat library of tafte,

wit, poefy and politicks ;
yes, and in fpite of

dullnefs and prejudice, I will venture to fay of

religion alfo. This I am fure of, that fo great a

prefent from fo great a perfon, and in a manner fo

handfome and extraordinary, it is abfolutely im-

pciTible I mould ever be honoured with again. I

always thought I added to my own reputation

whenever
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whenever I pointed out fome of thofe excellencies

Which fhine through every page of them. But to

be thought worthy of receiving them from your

hands, was infinitely beyond even what my vanity

could hope for. I have flattered myfelf for many-

years, that to the beft of my power I have conti-

nually fought under the ban^'-rs of Liberty, and

that 1 have been ready, at a moment's call, either

to lay down my life in the defence of it, or when-
ever there fhould appear any probability of fuccefs,

to vindicate and aflert that claim, which every man
in every country has by nature a right to infift

upon ; but whatever principles have guided my
actions hitherto, I fhall fiom this moment inlilr.

myfelf under the conduct of Liberty's General ;

and whenever I defert her enfigns, to fight under

thofe of Tyranny and Oppreilion, then, and not

till then, will I part with thofe books which you
have fo highly honoured me with, and call: them
into the flames, that I may never afterwards be

reproached either by the fight of them, or the

remen-.brance of the donor. I am, Sir, with the

higheft efteem, your moil obliged and moft obedi-

ent humble fervant,

DEANE SWIFT.

LETTER CLXXIII.

Dr. King to Dr. Swift.

SIR, London, Jan- 23d, 1738-9.

HOPE you received a letter I wrote to you

from Oxford about the thirtieth of laft month, in;

whiih I acquainted you with the publication of

Rochefaucault ; ar,d as I intereil: myfelf moft hear-

tily in every thing that concerns your character

as
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as an author, fo I take great pleafure in telling

you, that none of your works have been better

received by the public than this poem. I obferve

this with more than ordinary fatisfa&ion, becaufe

I may urge the approbation of the public as fome
kind of apology for mvfelf, if I fha!l find you are

difTatisfied with the foi m in which this poem now
appears. But if that fhould happen, all the reft

cf your friends on this fide of the water mud fhare

the blame with me ; for I have abfolutely con-

formed mvfelf to their advice and opinion as to the

manner of the publication- There are fome lines,

indeed, which I omitted with a very ill will, and

for no other reafon, but becaufe I dutft not infert

them, I mean the ftory of the medals ; however,

that incident is pretty well known, and care has

been taken that almofl every reader may be able

to fupply the blanks. That part of the poem
which mentions the death of queen Anne> and fo

well defcribes the defigns of the miniftry, which
Succeeded up^n the acceffion of the late king, I

would likewife willingly have publifned, if I could

have done it with fafety : but I don't know whe-

ther the prefent worthy fet of minifters would not

have conffcrued this paffage into high treafon, by

aid of the new doclrine of inuendos : at lead a

lawyer, whom I confulted on this occafion, gave

me fome reafon to imagine this might be the cafe,

1 am in truth more cautious than I ufed to be, well

knowing that my fuperiors look on me at prefent

with a very evil eye, as I am the reputed author

of the Latin poem I have fent you by the fame

gentleman, who does me the favour to deliver you

this letter : for although that piece hath efcaped

the ftate inquihYion, by being written in a lan-

guage that is not at prefent very well underftood

at court, and might perhaps puzzle the attorney-

general
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general to explain, yet the fcope of the poem and
principal characters being well underftood, the

author muft hereafter expect no mercy, if he gives

his enemies any grounds or colour to attack him.

But notwithftanding all my caution, if I per-

ceive you diflike this manner and form of the

poem, I will, fome way or other, contrive that

it may be publifhed as you (hall direct.

I fend you my belt wifhes, and I hope you will

yet live many years in a perfect ftate, for the fake

of your friend?, for the benefit of your country,

and for the honour of mankind j and I beg you
to believe that I am, with the greatefr. truth, Sir,

your moil humble and moft obedient fervant,

W. K.

LETTER CLXXIV.

Dr. King tp Mrs. White way.

A MADAM, January 30, 173S-9.

VERY kind letter, which I have juft re-

ceived from you, has put me into great confufion.

I beg of you to be allured, that I think myfelf

under the higheft obligations to you, and that I fet

a true value on the friendfhip with which you have

honoured me, and mail endeavour to preferve it

as long as I live. If our correfpondence has been

interrupted, it hath been wholly owing to the ill

treatment I received from the port-office ; for

fome time I did not receive a letter that had not

been openf d, and very often my letters were de-

livered to me with the feals torn off. Whether
thofe poft-officers really thought me, what I never

thought myfelf, a man of importance, or whether

they imagined my letters were a cover for fome

greater name, I don'.t know ; but for my part,

I grew
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I grew peevifh, to find my friendfhips, and all

my little chit-chat, muft conlbntly be expofed

to the view of every dirty fellow, that had leifure

or curioiity enough to examine my letters. How-
ever, for fome little time pall, I have not had
the fame caufe of complaint. Your letter was
delivered to me in good condition ; I begin to

think my fuperiors no longer fufpect me of hold-

ing any unwarrantable correfpondence, efpecially

fince I find I may now venture to wiite to the

Dean even by the Oxford poft. Notwithftandmg
what you fay, I am in fome pain about Roihefau-

cau't, and doubt much whether he will be fatisfied

with the manner in which he finds it published
;

to which I confented in deference to Mr. Pope's

judgment, and the opinion of others of the Dean's

friends in this country, who, I am fure, love

and honour him, and kindly concern themfelves

in every thing that may affe£r. him. The town
has received this piece lb well, that in all parts,

and in all companies, I hear it extremely com-
mended ; and not only the Dean's frien-'s, but

his greateft enemies, acknowledge that he hath not

loft any part of his fire, and of that inimitable

turn of wit and humour fo peculiar to himfelf.

For my part, I never read any of his works, ei-

ther in profe cr verfe, that I do not call to mind
that fhort character which cardinal Polignac gave

him in fpeaking to me, II a fejprii crcaicur, which
I mentioned to you in a former letter, if I re-

member rightly. It may not be amifs to tell you,

that one Gaily, or Gaillie, fince this pr.em was
printed, offered it to fide to a bockfellerat Temple-

bar j and I am now told, thut there are two or

three copies more in London. Gailiie pretends

that he is juft come from Ireland, and that he

had directions to publifh the poem here j fo

that
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that perhaps the whole may at laft appear whether
he will or not.

I am glad to hear that my friend Mr. Swift is

well. When are we to fee him again in Oxford?
Since you appeal to him for a voucher, although

you need none with me, let him likewife do me
the juftice to tell you, that he never heard me
mention your name but with the greateft efteem

and refpect ; with which I mall ever be, Madam,
your moil obedient and mod faithful fervant,

W. K.

I fent the Dean a pacquet by the gentleman
under whofe cover I fend you this.

LETTER CLXXV.

Dr. King to Mrs. Whitewat;
MADAM, London, March 6, 1738-j.

D O not remember any thing published in my
time that hath been fo univerfally well received as

the Dean's laft poem. Two editions have been
already fold off, though two thoufand were printed

at firft. In mort, all people read it, all agree to

commend it ; and I have been well affured, the

greateft enemies the Dean hath in this country,

allow it to be. a juft and a beautiful fatire. As
I am very fincerely and fenfibly affected by every

thing that may raife the Dean's character as a

writer (if any thing can raife it higher) fo you
may believe I have had the greateft pleafure in

obferving the fuccefs and general approbation

which this poem hath met with ; wherefore I was
not a little mortified yefterday when the bookfellcr

brought me the Dublin edition, and at the fame time

put into my hands a .letter he had received from
Faulkner, by which I perceive the Dean is much
diiTatisned v/ith our manner of publication, and

that



( '74 )

that fo many lines have been omitted, if Faulk'

ner fpeaks truth, and knows as much of the

Dean's mind as he pretends to know. Faulkner

hath fent over feveral other copies to other book-
fellers ; fo that I take it for granted this poem
will foon be reprinted here from the Dublin edi-

tion, and then it may be perceived how much the

Dean's friends have been miftaken in their judg-~

ment, however good their intentions have been.

In the mean time I will write to you on this oc-

cafion without any referve ; for I know you love

the Dean, and kindly and zealoufly intereft your-

felf in every thing that concerns his character

;

and if you will believe the fame of me, you will

do me great juftice.

The Doctor's friends, whom I confulted on this

occafion, were of opinion, that the latter part of

the poem might be thought by the public a little

vain, if fo much were faid by himfelf of himfelf.

They were unwilling that any imputation of this

kind fhould lie againft this poem, confidering

there is not the lealt tincture of vanity appearing

in any of his former writings, and that it is well

known, there is no man living more free from?

that fault than he is.

They were of opinion that thefe lines,

He lajtid the vice, but fpar'd the name.

No individual could refent

Where thoufands equally were meant

might be liable to fome objections, and were not,

fhictlv fpeaking, a juft part of his character ; be-

caufe feveral perfons have been lamed by name, a

Bettefwtrrtbi and in this poem Chartres and IVhit-

Jhed; and for my part, I do not think, or ever

fhall think, that it is an imputation on a fatirift

f
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to lafti an infamous fellow by name. The lines

which begin,

Here's WolftonV trails the twelfth edition, &c.

are plainly a miftake, and were emitted for that

reafon only : for IVoljlon never had a penfion ; on
the contrary, he was profecuted for his blafphe-

mous writings ; his book was burnt by the hands

of the common hangman ; he himfelf was im-
prifoned, and died in prifon. Woolajlon, the au-

thor of a book called, The Religion of Nature de-

lineatedy was indeed much admired at Courts his

book univerfally read, his bufto fet up by the late

queen in her grotto at Richmond with Clarke's and
Locke's ; but this Woolajlon was not a clergyman.

The two laft lines,

That kingdom he hath left his debtor,

I wijh it foon may have a better

I omitted, becaufe I did not well underftand

them ; a better what ? There feems to be

what the grammarians call an antecedent wanting

for that word ; for neither kingdom or debtor will

do, fo as to make it fenfe, and there is no other

antecedent. The Dean is, I think, without ex-

ception, the beft and moft correct writer of Eng-
lijh that hath ever yet appeared as an author 3 I

was therefore unwilling any thing fhould be ca-

viled at as ungrammatical : he is befides the moft

patient of criticifm of all I ever knew; which
perhaps is not the leaft fign of a great genius

I have therefore ventured to make thefe objections

to you ; in which however, for the moft part, I

fubmitted my own opinion to the judgment of

others. I had fomething to add concerning the

2 notes,
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notes, but I have not room in this paper—but I

will give you the trouble of reading another let-

ter. Believe me, Madam, your mod obedient

and mod humble fervant, W. K.

LETTER CLXXVI.

William Richardson, Efq; to Mrs.
W H I T E \7 A f>

DEAR MADAM, London, June 3d, 173$.

_[ AM indeed much afhamed that I have fo

many favours from you to acknowledge at one
time. You may believe me when Iaflureyou that

my filence hath not proceeded from want of re-

fpecl: and efteem for you. I would not put on
the affectation of much bufmefs as an excufe to

any body, much lefs to you ; although the truth

is, that I am hurried almoft out of my life with
the attendance and writing about things I have
undertaken for forne friends.

The Dean's recommendation and yours, with-

out any other confederation whatever, would in-

duce me to do my utmoft to ferve Mr. MiAu!ayy

as 1 have told him by this poft, when I thought

I mould not trouble you with a few lines. He
will acquaint you with what I have done, by
which you will fee that I loft no time ; and I

have hopes to obtain the lord lieutenant's coun-

tenance for him.

I will endeavour to introduce Mr. Swift * to

the acquaintance of fome perfons before I leave

this ; whofe countenance and friendship will at

lead give a young gentleman a good air his

* William Sniiftj Efqj then a ftudent at the Middlt

Temple.

own
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own merit entitles him to the efteem and regard

of fuch as fhall have the happinefs to be ac-

quainted with him : I am much obliged to you
for introducing me to him. I have only time to

add my moft hearty thanks for the fame, and to

aflure you that any opportunity of expreffins; the

efteem I have for the Dean, which is the higheft,

and for you, will ever give me the greateft plea-

fure. I am, Madam, your moft obliged and
moft truly faithful fervant,

WILLIAM RICHARDSON.

LETTER CLXXVII.

William Richardson, Efq; to Dr. Swift.

DEAR SIR, London, April loth, I759.

[ T is an age fince I had the honour of a line

from you. Your friend Mr. alderman Barber,

whofe veneration for you prompts him to do any
thing he can think of that can fhew his refpect

and affection, made a prefent to the univerfity of

Oxford of the original picture done for you by
javis, to do honour to the univerfity by your

being placed in the gallery among the moft re-

nowned and diftinguifhed perfonages this ifland

hath produced ; but firft had a copy taken, and
then had the original fet in a fine rich frame, and
fent it to Oxford, after concerting with lord Bo-
lingbroke, the vice chancellor, and Mr. Pope, as I

remember, the infeription to be under the picture,

a copy whereof is inclofcd. The alderman had

a very handfome compliment from the vice chan-

cellor, in the name of all the heads of houfes

there, and by their direction, wherein there is

Vol. VI. N moft
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moft honourable mention of the Dean of St. Pa-
trick's on that occafion.

Seeing an article in the London Evening-Pojt

upon your picture, which was drawn at the re-

queft and expence of the chapter of your cathe-

dral, being put up in the deanry ; alderman Bar-

btr took the hint, and caufed what you fee in the

London Evening-Foji of this day to be printed

therein. Ke knows nothing of my writing to you
at this time ; but I thought it right that you
ihould be acquainted how intent he is, all man-
ner of ways, to fhew the effects of the higheft

friendfhip, kindled to a flame by the warmeft

fenfe of gratitude, and the moft exalted efteem

and veneration.

Mrs. IVbiteway, and Mr. M'Aulay, can inform

you how abfolute your commands are with me.
Since you recommend him, he is fure of the ut-

moft 1 can do for bim.

Sir, if I have not a few words from you, I

fhall conclude that you think me troublefome,

and are refolded to get rid of my impertinence.

It will be two or three months before I can get

from hence, although I am impatient to be at

home : but wherever I am, or however engaged,

I am always, dear Sir, your moft obliged and moft

truly faithful fervant,

WILLIAM RICHARDSON.

My beft refpects wait upon Mrs. JVhiteway.
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LETTER CLXXVIII.

William Richardson, Efq; to Dr Swift*.

D E A R S I R, * London, April 17, 1739.

} W R O T E this morning to Mrs. Wbitcvjay

a few lines in much hurry, and I write this to

you in Guildhall, by alderman Barber's direction.

Bciidc a letter from you to the Socictv, whofe ad-

drefs is in Mrs. Whiteivafs letter, he thinks a

memorial or petition from Mr. Dunkin to the

Society will be of ufe ; and if you write to Mr.
Pope, the alderman thinks he will get one vote,

which he can fix no way of obtaining but through

Pope. I am ever, dear Sir, your moft obliged

and moft affectionate humble fervant,

WILLIAM RICHARDSON.

I mould think it would be right in Mr. Dunkin

to come over the moment he hears of Squires
r
s

death. I wrote by this poft to a nephew, to

let you know the moment he dies, if the life

fhould be in him when rny letter goes to

him.

LETTER CLXXIX.

Dr. Dunkin to Mrs. Whiteway,

M A D A M, Apr. 25, 1739*

f\ S it was through your countenance I had the

honour of being firft introduced to the moft worthy

Dean of St. Patrick, I muft have thought myfelf

under ths higheft obligation to you ; but the con-

tinuance of your friendship, through fo many re-

peated acts of generofity, and the courfe of his

gracious endeavours to raife my reputation and

N 2 fortune,
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fortune, are luch things as I muft ever remem-
ber and exprefs with a very deep fenfe of grati-

tude.

The fatigue of writing fo many letters lately

in my favour, was indeed what I could not in

reafon expect even from his humanity, were I

worthy of them ; and I can only fay, the Dean
of St. Pat' ick is unwearied in doing good, and
that He who could rife to preferve a nation, will

defcend to relieve an individual.

The fenfe of my own demerit, and the jufi awe
in which I ftand before fo great and good a man,
will not allow me either that freedom of fpeech

or writing, which is requifite to let him under-

Hand with what love, veneration, and refpect, of

his perfon, I reflect upon the many inftances of

his tender concern and uncommon zeal for my
welfare. This is a duty I moll earneftly wifh,

but am altogether unable to perform, and fucb as

I intreat you, dear Madam, to undertake for me ;

your compliance in which will be yet another,

among the many and weighty obligations laid

upon your moil dutiful, obedient, devoted fer-

vant,

WILLIAM DUNKIN.

LETTER CLXXX.

Mr. Secretary L * to Dr. Swift.

SIR, London, May 16, 173^

[CANNOT let Mr. Swift return to Ireland

without my acknowledgements to vou for the fa-

vour you have done Mr. Lamb. I know that I

ought to afcribe it wholly to Mr. Pope's recom-

* Now lord L - .

mendation,
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mendation, as I have not the happinefs to be
known to you myfelf ; but give me leave to take

this cccafion of alluring you how much I wifh

to be in the number of your friends. I think I

can be fo even at this diftance, and though we
fhould never come to a nearer acquaintance j for

the reputation of fome men is amiable, and one

can love their characters, without knowing their

perfons.

If it could ever be in my power to do you any
fervice in this country, the employing me in it

would be a new favour to, Sir, your obliged

humble fervant,

G. L ,

LETTER CLXXXI.

Dr. Scott to Dr. Swift.

REV. SIR, London, Sept. 7, 1759.

/\ LTHOUGH I do not imagine that you
have any remembrance of a perfon fo little known
to you as I am, yet I have taken the liberty to

draw a kind of bill of friendfhip upon you, which
I am inclined to believe you will anfwer, becaufe

it is in favour of that kingdom, to which you
have always {rood a fincere and firm friend. We
have had here, for fome years paft, a number of

anatomical figures, prepared in wax, which per-

fectly exhibit all the parts of an human body.

They are the work of a French furgeon, who
fpent above forty years in preparing them, and
who, to bring them to perfection, was at the

trouble and expence of diflecling fome hundreds

of bodies. The prefent proprietor of them is my
friend, and it was by my perfuafion that he was
prevailed on to fend them into Ireland for the in-

N 3 ftru&ion
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ftrucVion of the curious. I prefume you have

ieen them in London, and therefore I am inclined

to think you will be of opinion, that a perfon

may gain more perfect knowledge in anatomy, by
viewing thefe preparations only a few times, than

he would by attending many diffec"rions. Your
encouraging fuch of your acquaintance as are cu-
rious to fee thefe figures, would greatly excite

the curiofity of others. This is the favour I have

taken the liberty to defire of you, and which I

believe you will be the more readily inclined to

grant, when I have affined you, that the perfon

who has the care of the figures, has it in his in-

ftructions to return the money that may be got

by expofing them to view, in IriJJj linen ; fo that

the kingdom will be no way impoverifhed by the

fmall expence which gentlemen may be at in pro-

curing ufeful inftru&ion, or gratifying their curi-

ofity. If the requeft I have made be fuch as you
can't favour, my next is, that you will grant me
your pardon for having made it.

I intend, God willing, to go into Ireland next

fpring, after the publication of a work which I

have been engaged in for fome years paft, for the

filencing of all infidels, heretics, fchifmatics of

all kinds, and enthufiafts. I thought it neceffary,

becaufe in the way that the controverfy has been

hitherto managed againff. fuch people, the truth

has been rather puzzled and perplexed than cleared,

chriftianity has been betrayed, and all tiue reli-

gion loft in the world. I have advanced no one

new opinion of my own ; what 1 have fet forth

is what was clearly fet forth in the fcriptures froni

the beginning. I mean in the original fcriptures

of the Old Teftament, fo interpreted as to make
them every where confident with themfelves ; and

to
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to ihew that the interpretations I have given are

not only the true interpretations, but that the

fcriptures fo interpreted are the revealed word of

God. I have demonstrated the truth of them by
natural evidence, or by the works of God, and
that the works bear evidence to nothing but the

truth ; that thefe revealed truths fo demonftrated

are unquestionable and undeniable ; and that they

.are the only powerful motives by which men are

not only moved but enlightened and enabled to

mortify ail trieir lulls, which blind and deceive

them here, and will be their everlafting tormen-
tors hereafter, but to work the works of charity,

and of that perfect righteoufnefs which is of

faith : fo that the whole of all true religion, which
has been one and the fame in all ages, will ap-

pear to confift in the mortifications of our bodily

and fpiritual lufts, which withhold men from the

works of righteoufnefs ; and in the belief of thofe

demonftrative truths, by which alone we are en-

lightened, enabled, and moved to fubdue them ;

and in obferving thofe natural memorials, which
God hath fet before us, and in partaking of thofe

reverential ordinances which he hath inftituted to

put us in mind of what we ought to do, in order

to eternal life and the motives for fo doing. I afk

pardon for this digrefiion ; and if you have any
commands that 1 am capable of executing here,

if you will let me have the honour of receiving

them, I fhall take great pleafure in obeying you ;

;for I am, with the greateft refpec~l and truth, Sir,

your moil: obedient and raoft humble fervant,

JOHN S.COTT.
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LETTER CLXXXII.

Reverend Mr. Throp to Dr. S w 1 f t.

TREV. SIR, Dec. 10th, 1739.

H E many profeflions of kindnefs you have

made, and friendlhip you have (hewn, to my
mother and her family, particularly in declaring

your abhorrence and deteftation of the cruel and

inhuman behaviour of that monfter to my
unfortunate and innocent brother, induced my
mother to trouble you with a few of the narratives

of that cafe, to dilperfe among fuch members of

the houfe of commons as were of your acquain-

tance. The reafon of our troubling you to do
this, is becaufe we intend prefenting a petition

to the members of the houfe of commons this

feflion, to oblige — to wave bis privilege, every

other attempt we have tried fince my brother's

death proving fruitlefs.

Your appearing, Sir, in this affair, will not

only make the more ready to do juftice,

but prevent others from fupporting him in his vil-

lainies, which will be of infinite fervice to my
mother and her family.

The bearer carries you a dozen of cafes ; and

if you mould have occafion for any more, they

fhall be f-nt you by, Reverend Sir, your moft

obliged and molt obedient humble fervant,

ROBERT THROP.

I have written the names of the feveral perfons

mentioned in the narrative at length upon
the back of the title page.
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LETTER CLXXXIII.

Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway.
MADAM, Dec. 31, 1739.

X T is impofllble to have health in fuch defperate

weather; but you are worfe ufed than others.

Every creature of either fex are uneafy ; for our
kingdom is turned to be a Afafcovy, or worfe.

Even I cannot do any good by walking : Is not

warmth good againft rheumatic pains ? I hope
Dean Swift * will be able to affift you both. I

wifh for a happy turn in the weather. I am
doubly defolatc, and wifh I could fleep until the

fun would comfort us. Would neither your fon

or daughter fave you the pains of writing on your

back ? You are much more friendly to me than

a thoufand of them. Adieu. I am ever yours.

J. SWIFT.
LETTER CLXXXIV.

Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway.
DEAR MADAM,

1AM truly and heartily ghd that you are a

little mended, and can lie on your belly, or fide,

not altogether on your back. You are much in

the right not to ftir, and fo was Crocker not to

fuffer you. I am not yet worfe for the cold wea-
ther, but am angry at it. I am heartily forry for

yourfelf and daughter ; but Mr. Swift dares not
be fick, for his chief bufinefs is to look after you
and your daughter. I walk only in my bed-

chamber and clofet, which hath alfo a fire. I am
ever yours. J. SWIFT.

New-year's day, 1739-40.

I wifh you may have many and all healthy ones.

* Then married to Mrs, Harri/on,
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LETTER CLXXXV.

Dr. S.w i f t to Mrs. Whiteway.

DEAR MADAM, Jan. 18, 1739-40.

_§_ H AV £ been many days heartily concerned

tor your ill health ; it is now twenty-five Jays

fince we have found nothing but froft and mifery,

and they m2y continue for as many more. This
day is yet the coldeft of them all. Dr. Wilfon and

I are both very uneafy to find no better meflage

from you. I received, as I was going to dinner,

the inclofed letter from your beloved of ,

which I fhall make you happy with. It will fhew
you the goodnefs, the wifdom, the gratitude, the

truth, the civility of that excellent divine, adorned
' with an orthography (fpelling) fit for himfelf. Pray

read it a hundred times, but return it after you
have read it an hundred times. My love and fer-

vice to your fon and daughter ; let them both read

the inclofed.

I would not lofe your lover's letter for 100/.

It muft be fent back by the bearer. Let me know
theexacl number of lyes that are in it 5 but I fear

that will take up your time too much. I am ever

yours,

J. SWIFT.

LETTER CLXXXVI.

J)r. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway.

Feb. 3, 1739-40.

1 HE bad account I had of your health for

many days, or rather weeks, hath made me con-

tinually uneafy to the laft degree 5 and Mr. Swift,

wh?



( i«7 )

who was with me fo long yefterday, could not in

confcience give me any comfort : but your kind

letter hath raifed my fpirits in fome meafure. I

hope wehavealmoft done with this curfed weather,

yet flill my garden is all in white. 1 read your

letter to Dr. PFi/fon, who is fomewhat better, and
he refolves to apply your medicine, I mean your
improvements of' what you prefcribe to add to his

furgton's method, I am ever, dear Madam,
entirelv yours,

J. SWIFT.

LETTER CLXXXVII.

R—T N— , Efqj * to Mrs. Whiteway.

MADAM, Bath, April t, 1740.

[ HAD not until very lately an opportunity of

letting Mr. Pope know his obligations to you ; of

which he is very fenfible, and has defired me to

beg that you wiil remit to me, by a fafe hand,

whatever letters of his are now in your poiTelTion.

I fhall be in town next week ; fo that you may
be pleafed to direc"t to me, by the firft convenient

opportunity, at my houfe in Dover-Jlrect^ London.

I am, Madam, with great efieem, your moff.

humble and obedient fervant, R. N.

My compliments to Mr. and Mrs. Swift. I

fhall fay nothing of the picture +, becaufe

I am fure you remember it. I mull: beg that

you will let Mr. Bindon % know I would have

the

* Now Lord C . f Of Dr. Swift.

X The greateft painter of his time in theie king-

doms. Cn account of his age, and fome little failure

in
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the picture no more than a head upon a three-

quarter cloth, to match one which I now
have of Mr. Pope.

LETTER CLXXXVIII.

Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whitev/ay,

DEAR MADAM, April 29, 1740.

FIND that you and I are fellow-fufFerers al-

moft equally in our healths, although I am more
than twenty years older. But I am and have

been thefe two days in fo miferable a way, and fo

cruelly tortured, that can hardly be conceived.

The whole laft night I was equally ftruck as if I

had been in Pbalaris's brazen bull, and roared as

loud for eight or nine hours. I am at this in-

ftant unable to move without exceflive pain, aU
though not the thoufandth part of what 1 fuffered

all laft night and this morning. This you will

now ftyle the gout. I continue ftill very deaf.

Doctor IVilfons left eye is ftill difordered, and

very uneafy. You have now your family at home:
I defire to prefent them with my kind and hearty

fervice.

1 am ever intirely yours, C5<r.

J. SWIFT.

in his f'ght, he threw afide his pencil about fixteen or

eighteen years ago ; and afterwards lived to a good

old age, greatly beloved and refpe&ed by all who had

the happinefs either cf his friendlhip or acquaintance.

He died within thefe three years.
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LETTER CLXXXIX.

Mrs/ Whiteway to Alexander Pope, Efq;

SIR, May 16, 1740.

JjHOULD I make an apology for writing to

you, I might be afked why I did fo ? If I have

erred, my defign at leaft is good, both to you and
the Dean of St. Patrick j for I write in relation

to my friend, and I write to his friend, which I

hope will plead my excufe. As I faw a letter of
yours to him, wherein I had the honour to be
named, I take the liberty to tell you (with grief

of heart) his memory is fo much impaired, that in

a few hours he forgot it ; nor is his judgment
found enough, had he many tracts by him, to

nnifh or correct them, as you have defired. His

health is as good as can be expected, free from

all the tortures of old age j and his deafnefs,

lately returned, is all the bodily uneafinefs he

hath to complain of. A few yeais ago he burnt

moft of his writings unprinted, except a few loofe

papers, which are in my pofTeffion, and which I

promife you (if I out-live him) fhall never be

made publick without your approbation. There
is one treatife in his own keeping, called Advice

to Servants, very unfinifhed and incorrect, yet

what is done of it, hath fo much humour, that

it may appear as a pofthumous work. The Hif-

tory of the four laft years of queen Juris, reign

I fuppofe you have feen with Dr. King
y to whom

he fent it fome time ago, and, if I am rightly

informed, is the only piece of his (except Gulli-

ver) which he ever propofed making money by,

and was given to Dr. King with that defign, if ic

might be printed : I mention this to you, left

the
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the Doctor fhould die, and his heirs imagine

they have a right to difpofe of it. I intreat, Sir,

you will not take notice to any perfon of the

hints I have given you in this letter ; they are

only defigned for yourfelf : to the Dean's friends

in England they can only give trouble, and to his

enemies and ftarvling wits caufe of triumph. I

jnclofe this to alderman Barber, who I am fure

will deliver it fafe, yet knows nothing more than

its being a paper that belongs to you.

The ceremony of anfwering women's letters,

may perhaps make you think it necefTary to an-

fwer mine ; but I do not expect it, becaufe your

time either is or ought to be better employed, un-

lefs it be in my power to ferve you in buying Irljh

linen, or any other command you are plealed to

lay on me, which I {hall execute, to the beft of

my capacity, with the greateft readinefs, inte-

grity, and fecrecy ; for whether it be my years,

or a lefs degree of vanity in my compofition than

in fome of my fex, I can receive fuch an honour

from you without mentioning it. I fhould, fome

time pafc, have writ to you on this fubje£t, had I

not fancied that it glanced at the ambition of be-

ing thought a perfon of confequence, by interfer-

ing between you and the Dean ; a character of all

others which 1 diflike.

I have feveral of your letters to the Dean,
which I will fend by the firft fafe hand that I can

get to deliver them to yourfelf ; I believe it may
be Mr. M'-Aulay, the gentleman the Dean recom-
mended through your friendship to the prince of

Wales.

I believe this may be the only letter which you
ever received without afking a favour, a com-
pliment, extolling your genius, running in rap-

tures on your poetry, or admiring your dillin-

guifhable
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guifhable virtue. I am, Sir, with very high re-

fpe£t, your moft obedient and moft humble fer-

rant,
MARTHA WHITEWAY.

Mr. Swift, who waited on you laft Summer, is

fince that married to my daughter : he de-

fires me to prefent you his moft obedient re-

fpedts and humble thanks for the particular

honour conferred upon him in permitting

him to fpend a day with you at Twickenham
;

a favour he will always remember with gra-

titude.

LETTER CXC.

Mr. Pope to Mrs. Whiteway.

MADAM, Twickenham, June 18, 174a.

J_ A M extremely fenfible of the favour of your
letter, and very well fee the kindnefs as well as

honour which moved you to it. I have no merit

for the one, but being (like yourfelf) a fineere

friend to the Dean, though much a lefs ufeful

one ; for all my friendfhip can only operate in

wifhes, / yours in good works. He has had the

happinefs to meet with luch in all the ftagesof his

life ; and I hope in God and in you, that he will

not want one in the laft. Never imagine, Ma-
dam, that I can do otherwife than efteem that

fex, which has furnifhed him with thebeft friends.

The favour you offer me, I accept with the

utmoft thankfulnefs ; and I think no perfon more
fit to convey it to my hands than Mr. M-Aulay,
of whom I know you have fo good an opinion.

Indeed any one whom you think worthy your

5 truft
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truft, I fhall think deferves mine, in a point I am
ever fo tender of.

I wifh the very fmall opportunity I had of (hew-
ing Mr. Swifts your fon, my regards for him, had
been greater ; and I wifh it now more, fince he
is become fo near to you, for whom my refpedt.

runs hand in hand with my affection for the Dean 3

and I cannot wifh well for the one without doing

io for the other.

I turn my mind all I can from the melancholy
fubjeft of your letter. May God Almighty al-

leviate your concern, and his complaints, as much
as poflible in this ftate of infirmities, while he
lives ; and may your tendernefs, Madam, prevent

any thing after his death which may any way de-

preciate his memory. I dare fay nothing of ill

confequence can happen from the commiflion given

Dr. King.

You fee, Madam, I write to you with abfolute

freedom, as becomes me to the friend of my friend,

and to a woman of fenfe and fpirit. I will fay

no more, that you may find I treat you with the

fame delicacy that you do me (and for which I

thank you) without the leaft compliment : and it

is none when I add, that I am, with efteem,

Madam, your mofr. obliged and moft obedient

Tenant, A. POPE.

LETTER CXCI.

Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whitewax.

__ H A V E been very miferable all night, and

to-day extremely deaf and full of pain. I am

fo ftupid and confounded, that I cannot exprefs

the mortification I am under both in body and

mind. All I can fay is, That I am not in tor-

f ture i
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ture ; but I daily and hourly expect it. Pray let

me know how your health is and your family.

I hardly underftand one word I write. I am fure

my days will be very few j few andmiferable they

muft be.

I am, for thofe few days, yours intirely,

J.SWIF T.

If I do not blunder, it is Saturday,

July 26, 1740.

If I live till Monday^ I mail hope to fee you,
perhaps for the laft time.

LETTER CXCII.

Dr. Swift to Mrs. Whiteway.

DEAR MADAM, January 13, 1740-41.

Y OU R fon*, who was with me yeflerday,

and ftaid the whole afternoon till near ten o'clock,

gave me a very melancholy account of your ill

health, extremely to my grief. I fend a fervanc

with this letter, and you will pleafe to employ Mr.
Swift to anfwer it, becaufe I am in very great

pain about you ; for the weather is fo extremely

iharp, that it muft needs add to your diforders.

Pray let your fon or daughter write a few lines to

give me fome fort of comfort. My cold is now
attended with a cough this bitter cold weather j

but I am impatient until your fon or daughter

gives me fome hopes. I am ever your allured

friend and moft humble fervant,

J. SWIVT.
* Mr. S-zvift.

Vol. VI. C
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LETTER CXCIII.

Earl of Orrery to Dr. Swif t.

Duke-Street, Weftminfter, July 7, 1741.

[ HANKS to you, dear Sir, for your fre-

quent remembrance of me by my great friend and.

patron M after George Faulkner : thanks to you for

the honours youhave fhewed my wife : but above
all, thanks to you for ufing exercife and taking care

of your health. It is the ftrongeft inftance of
affection your friends either defire or deferve. In

mentioning your friends, I muft particularize Mr..

Pope : he obeys your commands^ and flings away
much time upon me : Nee deficit alter aureus ;

Doclor King does the fame. Thus deities conde-

fcend to vifit and converfe with mortals.

Poor lord Oxford is gone to thofe regions from
whence travellers never return, unlefs in an airy

vifit to faithlefs lovers, as Margaret to William j or

to cities devoted to deftruclion, as Heflor amidft.

the flames to Troy. The deceafed earl has left be-

hind him many books, many manufcripts, and no
money: his lady brought hirn five hundred thou-

sand pounds, four of which have been facrifieed'

to indolence, good-nature, and want of worldly

wifdom : and there will ftill remain, after proper

iales and right management, five thoufand pounds

a year for his widow.
Mr. Cafar died about two months ago. Mrs*

C&far is ftill all tears and lamentations, although

fhe certainly may be numbered inter felices, fua fi

bonth norint.

Lord BathurJ} is at Cirence/ler, eredling pillars

and ftatues to queen Anne. Lord Bolinobrcke lives-

in France : poiterity, it is to be- hoped, may be

the
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the better for his retirement. The Juke of ,hSyti
reigns or ought to reign in Scotland. Such is

the ftate of Europe; but our difappointment in
America has caft a gloomy face over London and
JVeJiminJler. The citizens have recourfe to mum
and tobacco, by which means they puff away
care, and keep difmay at a proper diftance; in
the mean time, my friends the ducks and geefe in
the Park cackle on, and join in chorus to the
founds of viftory that are daily drummed forth on
the parade, but reach no farther than the atmo-
fphere of Whitehall. What news next ? The
weather—but you certainly know it is hot ; for in
truth, notwithstanding this letter comes from mr
heart, and is written in the pleafure of thinking
of you, yet I fweat to allure you how much T
am, dear Sir, your ever obliged and obedient
humble fervant,

ORRERY.
LETTER CXCIV.

Earl of Orrery to Deane Swift, Efq;

_ S * R » Marfton, Dec. 4, 1742.

X A M much obliged to you for the full, though
melancholy, account you have fent me of mv
ever honoured friend. It is the more melancholy
to me, as I have heard him often lament the par-
ticular misfortune incident to human nature, of
an utter deprivation of fenfes many years before a
deprivation of life. I have heard him defcribe
perfons in that condition, with a livelinefs and a
horror, that en this late occafion have recalled to
me his very words. Our litany, methinks, fhould
have an addition of a particular prayer againrr.
this moft dreadful misfortune. I am fure'mine

O 2 fhall
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{hall. The bite of a mad dog (a moft tremendoui
cil ) ends loon in death ; but the effects of his

lofs of memory may laft even to the longeft age

of man ; therefore I own my friendlhip for him
has now changed my thoughts and wifhes into the

very reverie of what they were. I rejoice to hear

he grows Jean. I am forry to hear his appetite

is good. I was glad when there feemed an ap-

proaching mortification in his eye-lid. In one
word, the man I wi(hed to live the longefr, I

wifh the fooneft dead. It- is the only blefling that

can now befal him. His reafon will never re-

turn ; or if it fhould,- it will only be to fhew him
the mifery of having loft it. I am impatient for

his going where imperfection ceafes, and where
perfection begins ; where Wilfons C2nnct break in

and (leal, and where envy, hatred, 2nd malice

have no influence or power. Whilft he continues

to breathe, he is an example, ftronger and more
piercing than he or any other divine could preach,

acranft pride, conceit, and vain glory. Good
God ! Doctor Swift beaten and marked with
ftripes by a beaft in human fhape, one JVllfon. But
he is not only an example againft prefumption

and haughtinefs, but in reality an incitement to

marriage. Men in years ou^ht always to fecure

a friend to take care of declining life, and watch

narrowly as they fall the laft minute particles of

the hour glaf-. A batchelor will feldom find,

among all his kindred, fo true a nurfe, fo faithful

a friend, fo dinnterefted a companion, as one tied

to him by the double chain of duty and affe&ion.

A * tfe could not be banifhed from his chamber,

or his unhappy hours of retirement : nor had the

Dean felt a blow-, or wanted a companion, had

he bten married, or in ether words, had Stella

livedo
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lived. Al! that a friend cou'd do, has been done

"by Mrs. IVhitevoay ; all that a companion could

perfuade, has been attempted by Mrs. Ridgeway :

the reft but I {hall run on for ever ; and I fet

out at firft only with an intention of thanking

you for your letter, and aiTurjng ycu that 1 am,
Sir, your moll: obedient humble fervant,

ORRERY.

P. S. I beg to hear from you from time to

time, if any new occurrence happens in the

Dean's unhappy ftate.

O s THE
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ANSWER
O F T H E

Right Honourable W M P Y, Efq;

T O T H E

Right Honourable Sir R T W E *.

A
SIR, October 15, 1730.

PAMPHLET was lately fent me, en-

titled, A Letter from the Right Honourable Sir R.
W. u the Right Honourable W. P. Efq\ occafioned

iy the late Inveclives on the King, her Majejly^ and
ell the Royal Family. By thefe initial letters of

our names, the world is to underftand that you
and I rnuft be meant. Although the letter feems

to require an anfwer, yet becaufe it appears to

be written rather in the ftyle and manner ufed by
feme of your penfioners, than your own, I fhall

allow you the liberty to think the fame of this

anfwer, and leave the publick to determine svhich

of the two actors can better perfonate their prin-

cipals. That frigid and fuftian way of harangu-

ing wherewith your reprefenter begins, continues,

and ends his declamation, I fhall leave to the cri-

ticks in ekquence and propriety to defcant on;
becaufe it adds nothing to the weight of your ac~

* Written by Dr. Swift.

cufations,
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cu fations, nor will my defence be one grain the
better by expofing its puerilities.

I fhall therefore only remark upon this parti-

cular, that the frauds and corruptions in moft

other arts and fciences, as law, phyfick (I ihall

proceed no further) are ufually much more plaufi-

bly defended than in that of politicks ; whether it

be, that by a kind of fatality the vindication of a

corrupt minifter is always left to the management
of the meaneft and moft proftitute writers ; or

whether it be, that the effects of a wicked or un-
skilful administration, are more publick, vifible,

pernicious and univerfal. Whereas the miftakes

in other fciences are often matters that affect, only

Speculation ; or at worft, the bad confequenceo

fall upon few and private perfons. A nation is

quickly fenfible of the miferies it feels, and little

comforted by knowing what account it turns to

by the wealth, the power, the honours conferred

on thofe who fit at the helm, or the falaries paid

to their pen-men ; while the body of the people

is funk into poverty and defpair. A Frenchman in

his wooden {hoes may, from the vanity of his

nation, and the conftitution of that government,

conceive fome imaginary pleafure in boafting the

grandeur of his monarch, in the midft of his own
tlavery : but a freeborn Englijhman, with all his

loyalty, can find little fatisfaction at a minifter

overgrown in wealth and power from the loweft

degree of want and contempt ; when that power
or wealth are drawn from the bowels and blood

of the nation, for which every fellow fubjecl: is a
fu Merer, except the great man himfelf, his fa-

mily, and his penfioners. I mean fuch a minifter

(if there hath ever been fuch a one) whofe whole
management hath been a continued link of igno-

rance, blunders, and miftakes in every article

O 4 .befides



( 2C0 )

bcfides that of enriching %nd aggrandizing himr
felf.

For thefe reafons the faults of men, who are

moft trufted in publick bufinefs, are, of all others,

the moft difficult to be defended. A man may be

perfuaded into a wrong opinion, wherein he hath

i'mall concern : but no oratory can have the power
over a fober man againft the conviction of his

own fenfes : and therefore, as I take it, the money
thrown away on fuch advocates might be more
prudently fpared, and kept in fuch a minifter's

own pocket, than lavifhed in hiring a corporation

of pamphleteers to defend his conduit, and prove

a kingdom to be flouriftiing in trade and wealth,

which every particular fubjedr. (except thofe few

already excepted) can lawfully fwear, and, by
dear experience knows, to be a falfhood.

Give me leave, noble Sir, in the way of argu-

ment, to fuppofe this to be your cafe; could you

in good conlcience, or moral juffcice, chide your

paper advocates for their ill fuccefs in perfuading

the world againft manifeft demonftration ? Their

mifcarriage is owing, alas ! to want of matter.

Should we allow them to be mafrers of wit, rail-

lerv, or learning, yet the fubjecl would not ad-

mit them to exercife their talents; and, confe-

quently, they can have no recourfe but to impu-

dence, lying, and fcurrility.

I muft confefs, that the author of your letter

to me hath carried this laft qualification to a

greater height than -any of his fellows: but he

hath, in my opinion, failed a little in point of po-

litenets from the original which he affects to imi-

tate. If I fhould fay to a prime minifter, Sir,

you have fufHciently provided that Dunkirk (hould

be abfolutely demolifhed and never repaired; you

took the bell advantages of a long and general

c peaca
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peace to difcharge the immenfe debts of the na-

tion ;
you did wonders with the fleet

; you made
the Spaniards fubmit to our quiet pofleffion of Gib-

raltar and Portmahon ; you never enriched yourfelf

and family at the expence of the publick.

Such is the ftyle of your fuppofed letter, which
however, if I am well informed, by no means
comes up to the refinements of a fifhwife in Bil-

ling[gate. You never had a bajiard by Tom the wa-
terman; you never Jlole a filver tankard j you were

never whipped at the cart's tail.

In the title of your letter, it is faid to be occa-

fioned by the late invetlives en the King, her Majeflyy

and all the Royal Family : and ihe whole contents

of the paper (ftripped from your eloquence) goes

en upon a fuppofition affectedly ferious, that their

majeures, and the whole royal family, have been

lately bitterly and publickly inveighed againft in

the moft enorni.as and treafonable manner. Nov/,
being a man, as you well know, altogether out of

bufinefs, I do fometimes loie an hour in reading a

few of thofe controverfial papers upon politicks,

which have fucceeded for fome years pail to the

polemical traces between Whig and Tory : and in

this kind of reading (if it may deferve to be fo

called) although I have been often but little edi-

fied, or entertained, yet hath it given me occa-

fion to make fome obfervations. Firft, I have

obferved, that however men may fincerely agree

in all the branches of the low-church principle,

in a tendernefs for diiTenters of every kind, in a

perfect abhorrence of popery and the pretender,

and in the moft firm adherence to the proteftant

fucceffion in the royal houfe of Hanover; yet

plenty of matter may arife to kindle their animo-
ifties againft each other from the various infirmi-

ties, follies, and vices inherent in mankind.
Secondly,



( 202 )

"Secondly, I obferved, that although the vulgar

reproach which charges the quarrels between mi-
nifters, and their oppofers, to be only a conten-

j

tion for power between thofe who are in, and
thofe who would be in if they could

;
yet as long

as this proceeds no further than a fcuffie of am-
bition among a few perfom, it is only a matter

of courfe, whereby (he publick is little affected.

But when corruptions are plain, open, and undif-

guifed, both in their cauies and effects, to the

hazards of a nation's ruin, and fo declared by all

the principal perfons and the bulk of the people,

thofe only excepted who are aainers by thofe cor-

ruptions : and when fuch minifters are forced to

fly for (he Iter to the throne, with a complaint of

•difafFeclion to majefty agaiirft all who durft diflike

their adminiftration. Such a general difpofition

in the minds of men, cannot, I think, by any

rules of reafon, be called the clamour of afew dif-

cffecled incendiarie:, gafping after power. It is the

true voice of the people -

t which mull and will at

laft be heard, or produce ccnfequences that I dare

T)Ot mention.

I have obferved thirdly, that among all the of-

fen five printed papers which have come to my
-hand, whether good or bad, the writers have

taken particular pains to celebrate the virtues of

cur excellent king and queen, even where thefe

were, ftrictly fpeaking, no part of the fubjecl

:

rior can it be properly objected that fuch a pro-

ceeding was only a blind to cover their malice to-

wards you and your afnflants ; becaufe to affront

the king, queen, or the royal family, as it would

be direcllv oppofite to the principles that thofe

kind of writers have always profefled, fo it would

3eftrby the very end they have in purfuit. And
it is fomewhat remarkable, that thole very writers

againft
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againft you, and the regiment you command, are

fuch as moft diftinguifh themfelves upon all, or

upon no occafions, by their panegyricks on their

prince ; and, as all of them do this without fa-

vour or hire, fo fome of them continue the fame

practice under the fevered profecution by you and

your janiffaries.

You feem to know, or at lead very ftrongly to

conjecture, who thofe perfons are that give you
fo much weekly difquiet. Will you dare to affert

that any of thefe are Jacobites^ endeavour to alie-

nate the hearts of the people, to defame the

prince, and then dethrone him (for thele are your

expreflions) and that I am their patron, their bul-

wark, their hope, and their refuge ? Can you
think I will defcend to vindicate myfelf againft an
afperfion fo abfurd ? God be thanked, we have

had many a change of miniftry without changing

our prince : for if it had been otherwife, perhaps

revolutions might have been more frequent. Hea-
ven forbid that the welfare of a gf*at kingdom,
and of a brave people, fhould be trufted wish the

thread of a fingle fubjecTs life ; for I fuppofe it is

rot yet in your view to entail the miniltryfhip in

your family. Thus I hope we may live to fee

different minifters and different meafures, without

any danger to the fucceflion in the royal prote-

ftant line of Hanover.

You are pleafed to advance a topick, which I

could never heartily approve of in any party, al-

though they have each in their turn advanced it

while they had the fuperioiity. You tell us, It

is hard that while every private man (hall have

the liberty to chufe what fervants he pleafeth, the

fame privilege fhould be refufed to a king. This
aflertion, crudely underftood, can hardly be fup-

ported. If by fervants be only meant thofe who
are
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arc;purely meniaI,who provide for their matter's food
and cloathing, or for the convenience and fplendor
ef his family, the point is not worth debating.

But the bad or good choice cf a chancellor, a fe-

crerary, an ambaiTkdor, a trcafurer, and many other
officers, is of very high confequence to the whole
kingdom : fo is likewife that amphibious race of
courtiers between fervants and minifters ; fuch as

the fteward, chamberlain, treafurer of the houf-
fcold and the like, being all of the privy council,

and fome of the cabinet, who according to their

talents, their principles, and their degree of fa-

vour, may be great inftruments of good or evil,

both to the fubject. and the prince ; fo that the

parallel is by no means adequate between a prince's

court and a private family. And yet if an info-

lent footman be troublefome in the neighbourhood
;

if he breaks the people's window?, infults their

fervants, breaks into other folks houfes to pilfer

what he can find, although he belong to a duke,
and be a favourite in his {ration, yet thofe who
2re injured may, without juft offence, complain
to his lord, and for want of redrefs get a warrant
to fend him to the flocks, to Bridewell, or to

Newgate? according to the nature and degree of
fcis delinquencies. Thus the fervants of the prince,,

whether menial or otherwife, if they be of bis

council, are fubjecl: to the enquiries and profecu-

tions of the great council of the nation, even as

far as to capital punifhment ; and fo muft ever be in

our conftitution, till a minifter can procure a ma-
jority even of that council tofhelterhim ; which I

am fure you will allow to be a defperate crifis under
any party of the moft plaufible denomination.

The only inftance you produce, or rather in-

sinuate, to prove the late invectives againft the

ting, queen, and royal family, is drawn from
that
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rhat deduction of the Evglijh hiflory, published in

ieveral papers by the Craftfrnan ; wherein are fhewn
the bad confequences to the publiclc, as well

as to the prince, from the practices of evil mi-
nittcrs in moft reign?, and at feveral" periods,

when the throne was filled by wife monarchs as

well as by weak. This deduction, therefore, can-

not reafonably give the lead: offence to a Eritijb

king, when he fhall obferve that the gieateft and
ableft of his predecefibrs, by their own candor,

bv a particular juncture of affairs, or by the ge-

neral infirmity of human nature, have lometimes

put too much trull in confident, infmuuting, and
avaricious minifters.

Wifdom, attended by virtue and a generous

nature, is not unapt to be impofed on. Thus
Milton decribes Uriel, the jbarpejl-figbted fpirit in

heaven, and regent of the Jun, deceived by the dif-

firsuilation and flattery of the devii, for which the

poet gives a philofophical reafon, but needlefs

here to quote. Is any thing more common, or

more ufeful, than to caution wife men in high
ftations againft putting too mult truft in under-

taking fervants, cringing flatterers, or deH^

friends I Since the Ajiatic cuftom of governing bv
prime minifters hath prevailed in fo many courts

of Europe, how careful fhould every prince be in

the choice of the perfbn on whom fo great a truft

is devolved, whereon depend the fafety and wel-

fare of himfelf and all his fubjects. Queen Eii-

xabeth, whofe adminiflration is frequently quoted

as the belt pattern for Englijh princes to follow,

could not refill the artifices of the earl of Lei-

cejier, who, although univerfally allowed to be
the moft ambitious, infolenr, and corrupt perfop.

of his age, was yet her greateft, and almoft her

enly favouiite : (his religion indeed being partly

puritan
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puritan and partly infidel, might have better tallied l

with prefent times) yet this wife queen would

never fuffer the openeft enemies of that overgrown
)

lord to be facrificed to his vengeance ; nor durft

he charge them with a defign of introducing po- i

pery or the Spanifo pretender.

How many great families do we all know,
|

whofe mailers have pafled for perfons of good abi-

lities, during the whole courfe of their lives, and

yet the greateft part of whofe eftates have funk in

the hands of their flewards and receivers ; their

revenues paid them in fcanty portions, at large

difcount, and treble intc;eft, though they did not

know it ; while the tenants were daily racked,

and at the fame time accufed to their landlords of

infolvency. Of this fpecies are fuch managers,

who, like honefl: Peter IVaters, pretend to clear an

eftate, keep the owner pennylefs, and, after feven

years, leave him five times more in debt, while

they fink half a plum into their own pockets.

Thofe who think therrrfelves concerned, may
give you thanks for that gracious liberty you are

pleaied to allow them of taking vengeance on the

minijhrs, and there flioiiing their envenom 'd arrows.

As to myfelf ; I neither owe you vengeance, nor

make ufe of fuch weapons : but it is your weak-
ness, or i,l-fortune, or perhaps the fault of your

conftitution, to convert wholefome remedies into

poifon ; for you have received better and more fre-

quent inftiudtJons than any minifter of your age

and country, if God had given you the grace to

apply them.

I dare promife you the thanks of half the king-

dom, if you will pleafe to perform the promife

vou have made of fuffering the Craft/man and

company, or whatever other infamous zcetshes a?id

execrable villains you mean, to take their vengeance

X only
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orriy on your own facred minifterial perfon, without?

bringing any of your brethren, much lefs tkq

moft remote branch of the roysl family, into the

debate. This generous offer I fufpecled from the

firft ; becaufe there were never heard of fo many,.

fo unnecefiary, and fo fevere profecutions as you
have promoted during your minifrry,. in a king-

dom where the liberty of the prefs is fo much--

pretended' to be allowed. But in reading a page

or two, I found you thought it proper to explain

away your grant; for there you tell us, that thejk

mifcreants (meaning the writers againffc you) are

to remember that the lavjs have abundantly:
LESS generous ) Ifs mild and merciful fentiments than

yourfelf, and into their fecular hands the poor

authors muft be delivered to fines, psifoos, pil-

lories, whippings, and the gallows. Thus youc
promife of impunity, which began fomewhac je-

fuitically, concludes with the mercy of a Spanijb

inquifitor.

If it fhould fo happen that I am neither abiitor^.

patron, prsieclor, nor fuppcr-tcr of thefe imaginary

invectives againjl the king, her majcjly, or any of
tiie royal family, I defire to know what fatisfaciion*

I am to get from you, or the creature you em-
ployed in writing the libel which I am now an-

swering? It will be no excufe to fay, that I dif-

fer from you in every particular of your political

reafon and practice ; becaufe that will be to load

the beft, the lbundeft, and moft numerous part of.

the kingdom with the denominations your are

pleafed to beftow upon me, that they are faco~

bites, ivicied mifcreants, infamous wretches*, execrable

villains, and defamers cf the king, queen, and all

tin royal family, and guilty of high treajon. You
cannot know my ftyle ; but I can ealily know
your works, which are performed in the fight of

the.
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the fun. Your good inclinations are vifible ; but

I begin to doubt the ftrength of your credit, even
at court, that you have not power to make his

majefty believe me the perfon which you reprefent

in your libel : as moft infallibly you have often at*

tempted, and in vain, becaufe I muft otherwifc

have found it by the marks of his royal difpleafure.

However," to be angry with you to whom I am
indebted for the grearefl: obligation I could pof-

fibly receive, would be the higheft ingratitude. It

is to You I owe that reputation I have acquired,

for fome years paft of being a lover of my coun-
try and its conftitution : to You I owe the libels

and fcurrilities conferred upon me by the worft of

men, and confequently fome degree of efteem and
friendfhip from the beit. From You I learned the

fkill of diftinguifhing between a patriot and a

plunderer of his country : and from You I hope
in time to acquire the knowledge of being a loyal,

faithful, and ufeful fervant to the beft of princes,

king George the fecond j and therefore I can con-
clude, by your example, but with greater truth,

that I am not only with humble fubmiflion and
refpeel, but with infinite gratitude, Sir, your

moft obedient and moil obliged fervant,

W. P,

To



( 209 )

TO THE

Count De GYLLENBORG.
SIR, Dublin in Ireland, Nov. z, I7I9«

J[T is now about fixteen years fince I firft enter-

tained the defign of writing a hiftory of England,

from the beginning of William Rujus to the enJ

of queen Elizabeth ; fuch a hiftory, I mean, as

appears to be molt wanted by foreigners, and gen-
tlemen of our own country ; not a voluminous

work, nor properly an abridgment, but an exact

relation of the moll: important affairs and events,

without any regard to the reft. My intention

was to infcribe it to the king * your late mafter,

for whole great virtues I had ever the higheft ve-

neration, as I fhall continue to bear to his me-
mory. I confefs it is with fome difdain that I

obferve greac authors defcending to write any de-

dications at all : and for my own part, when I

looked round on all the princes of Europe, I could

think of none who might deferve that diftinftion

from me, befides the king your mafter, (for I fay

nothing of his prefent Britannick majefty, to

whofe perfon and character I am an utter lb anger,

and like to continue fo) neither can I be fufpecied

of flattery on this point, fince it was fome years

after that I had the honour of an invitation to

* Charles Xff. king of S-iveden, who was unfortu-

nately killed by a cannon-ball at the fiege of Frederick-

Jhall, in the year 17x8.

Vol. VI. P his
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his court, Before you were employed as his "ini-

nifter in England, which I heartily repent that

I did not accept ; whereby, as you can be my
witnefs, I might have avoided fome years uneafi-

nefs and vexation, during the laft four years of
our late excellent queen, as well as a long me-
lancholy profpecl: fince, in a moft obfcure dis-

agreeable country, and among a moft profligate

and abandoned people.

I was diverted from purfuing this hiftory, partly

by the extreme difficulty, but chiefly by the in-

dignation I conceived at the proceedings of a fac-

tion, which then prevailed ; and the papers lay

neglected in my cabinet until you faw me in

England; when you know how far I was engaged
in thoughts and bufmefs of another kind. Upon
her majefty's lamented death, I returned to my
ftation in this kingdom ; fince which time there

is not a northern curate among you who hath

lived more obfcure than myfelf, or a greater

ftranger to the commoneft tranfadlions of the

world. It is but very lately that I found the fol-

lowing papers, which I had almoft forgotten. I

publiih them now, for two reafons ; firft, for an
encouragement to thofe who have more youth *,

and leifure, and good temper than I, towards pur-

fuing the work as far as it was intended by me,
or as much further as they pleafe ; the iecond

reafon is, to have an opportunity of declaring the

profound rcfpe£t I have for the memory of your

royal mafter, and (he fincere regard and friend-

fhip I bear to ydurfelf; for I muft bring to your

mind how proud I was to diftinguifh you among
all the foreign minifters, with whom I had the

honour to be acquainted. I am a witnefs of the

* The author was then in his ofty-fecond year.

zeal
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jtcal you fhewed not only for the honour and in-

tereft of your mafter, but for the advantage of the

Proteftant religion in Germany, and how know-
ingly and feelingly you often fpoke to me upon
that fubject. We all loved you, as pollened of

every quality that could adorn an Englijh gentle-

man, and efteemed you as a faithful fubjecl: to

your prince, and an able negociator; neither fhall

any reverfe of fortune have power to lefTen you
cither in my friendfhip or efteem : and I muft
take leave to allure you further, that my affection

towards perfons hath not been at all diminifhed

by the frown of Power upon them. Thofe whom
you and I once thought great and good men,
continue ftill fo in my eyes and my heart ; onlv

witha**********
Cetera defiderantur.

P 2 Ttie
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The REIGN of

WILLIAM the SECOND,
SURNAMED RUFUS.

^f"\ T the time of the Conqueror's death, his

eldeft fon Robert, upon fome difcoment with his

father, being abfent in France *, William, the

fecond fon, made ufe of this juncture, and with-

out attending his father's funeral, haftened to

England, where, purfuant to the .will of the de-

ceafed prince f, the nobility, although more in-

clined to favour Robert, were prevailed with to

admit him king, partly by his promifes to abate

the rigor of the late reign, and reftore the laws

and liberties which had been then aboliftied, but

chiefly by the credit and folicitations of Lanfranc ;

for that prelate had formerly a fhare in his educa-

tion, and always a great affe&ion for his perfon.

* He was then at Abbeville in Picardy.

-f-
William the Conqueror on his death-bed left "Nor-

mandy and Le Maine to his fon Robert, as being his

right of inheritance ; not without adding, as fome
hiltorians relate, that any people whom Robert was to

govern, would be miferable. England, he faid, was
not his property by inheritance ; he would not prefume
to bequeath to any one that kingdom, but left it to

the difpofal of Heaven : however, fo it pleafed God,
he fhould be glad that William, bis obedient and bejl be-

loved fon, ihould enjoy it after his death ; and accord-

ingly ordered letters to be expedited to archbiihop

Lanfranc, for facilitating William's acceffion and efta-

klifhment there.

At
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At lyinchejler he took pofTeffion of his father's

treafure *, in obedience to whofe command, as

well as to ingratiate himfelf with the people,

he diftributed it among churches and religious

houfes, and applied it to the redeeming of pri-

foners, and other acls of popularity.

In the mean time Robert returned to Normandy,

took pofleilion of that duchy, with great applaufe

and content of his people, and, fpighted at the

indignity done him by his father, and the ufurpa-

tion cf his brother in confequence thereof, pre-

pared a great fleet and army to invade England',

nor did there want an occafion to promote his in-

tereft, if the flownefs, the foftnefs, and credulity

of his nature, could have fuffered him to make a

right improvement of it.

Odo bifhop of Baieux f, of whom frequent men-
tion is made in the preceding reign %, a prelate

of incurable ambition, either on account of his age

or character being reftored to his liberty and pof-

feflions in England, grew into envy and discon-

tent, upon feeing Lanfranc preferred before him by

the new king in his favour and miniftry. He
therefore formed a confpiracy with feveral nobles

of Norman birth to depofe the king, and fent an

invitation to Robert to haften over. Mean time

the confpirators, in order to diftracl the king's

* Which was fixty thoufand pounds in filver, be-

fides gold, jewels, and plate. Brumpton.

-J-
Odo was half brother to William the Conqueror, and

the firfl earl of Ke?it of Norman blood. He was releafed.

from his confinement by order of the late king, at the

folicitation of Robert earl of Mortain, Odo's brother.

X One might imagine from thefe words, that Dr.

Swi/i had written an account of the reign of William

the Conqueror, if it had not been for what he fays in

his letter to Count Gjllenborg.

P £ force
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forces, feized on feveral parts of England at once ;

Brijiol, Norwich, Leicejler, JVorcefter *, Shrewf-

bury, Bath and Durham, were fecured by feveral

noblemen : Odo himfelf feized Rochejier, reduced

the coafts of Kent, and fent meffages to Robert to

make all pofilble fpeed.

The king, alarmed at thefe many and Tudden
defections, thought it his bell courfe to begin his

defence by fecuring the good will of the people.

He redreited many grievances, eafed them of cer-

tain opprefiive taxes and tributes, gave liberty to

hunt in his foreft, with ether marks of indulgence,

which however forced from him by the necemty
of the time, he had the fkill or fortune fo to or-

der as they neither loft their good grace nor ef-

fect ; for immediately after he raifed great forces

both by land and fea, marched into Kent, where
the chief body of his enemies was in arms, re-

covered Tunbr'idge and Pevenfey, in the latter of

which Odo himfelf was t^ken prifoner, and forced

to accompany the king to Rochejler. This city

refufing to furrender at the king's fummons, Odo
undertook to prevail with the obitinacy of the in-

habitants ; but being admitted into the town, was
there detained, either by a real or feeming force ;

however, the king provoked at their ftubbornnefs

and fraud, fcon compelled them to yield, retook

his prifoner, and forcing him for ever to abjure

England^ fent him into Normandy.

By thefe actions, performed with fuch great ce-

lerity and fuccefs, the preparations of duke Ro-
bert were wholly difappointed, himfelf, by the he-

* Worcejler however at this time fuffered only a

blockade. See the account of the operations there in

Greens late furvey of the city of Worccjier, p. 195.

ceflity



( "5 )

ceffity of his affairs, compelled * to a treaty with

his brother, upon the terms of a fmall penfion,

and a mutual promife of fucceeding to each other's

dominions on failure of iflue, forced to refign his

pretenfions, and return with a fhattered fleet to

Normandy.

About this time died archbifhop Lanfranc ; by
whofe death the king, loofed from that awe and
conftraint he was under, foon began to difcover

thofe irregularities of his nature, which till then

he had fupprefled and difguifed, falling into thofe

acts of oppreffion and extortion that have made
his name and memory infamous. He kept the

fee of Canterbury four years vacant, and converted

the revenues to his own ufe, together with thofe

* Samuel Daniel, a very judicious epitomizer of our

ancient hiftory, places the conclufion of this treaty in

1087, foon after the eftablifhment of Rufus on the .£»_£•-

lifh throne, who might will think fuch an expedient ne-

ceflary at that time, for the reconciling an elder brother

to the moil mortifying of difappointments. If the treaty

was then made, Robert's infraction of it by an embark-
ation of troops in the very next year to fuccour the

Englijh rebels, was a pkufible call for revenge, and ac-

counts for the king's invafion of Normandy in 1090.
Speed, whom Dr. Swift follows here, has been fo far

milled by Knighton, as to reprefent Robert making an

aclual defcent on the Englijb coaft, landing at South-

ampton, amufed there by humble meffages from Rufus,

cajoled into a refignation of his claim, and induced to

go back a penfioner inftead of a king. But there is no
trace of fuch tranfa&ions in the purer narratives of

more ancient hiftorians. And if we follow thofe of

Normandy, who ought to have the belt information of

Robert's motions, the duke neither embarked with nor

after his troops : he promifed indeed to follow them
with a greater force j but indolence got the better of his

ambition,

P 4 of
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ef feveral other bifhopricks and abbies %, and
c'ifpofed all church preferments to the higheft

biccer. Nor were his exactions lefs upon the

laitv, from whom he continually extorted exorbi-

tant fines for pretended tranfgreffion of certain

penal jaws, and entertained informers to obferve

me:;s actions and bring him intelligence.

It rs here worth oblervation, that thefe corrupt

proc ".

.

the prince have, in the opinion of

feveral learned men, given rife to two cufioms,

1 are a long time grown to have the force of

laws. For, firft the fucceflbrs of this king, con-

tinuing the cutlom of feizing on the accruing

in the vacancy of fees and abbies, it grew
in proce's of time to be exacted as a right, or

acknowledgment to the king as founder; whence
the revenues of vacant bifhopricks belong at this

day to the crown. The fecond cuftom had an
original not unlike. Several perfons, to avoid the

perfections of the king's informers, and other

inftruments of oppreffion, withdrew themfelves

2nd their effects to foreign countries ; upon which
the king iiTued a proclamation, forbidding all men
to leave the kingdom without his licence ; from

whence, in the judgment of the fame authors,

the writ ne ext aad its beginning.

t As for Rafvs'i appropriating to himfelf the reve-

nues of vacant ices, this was the refult and expe&ed
confequence of the feudal eitablifhment made by his

father. For when the Conqueror had reduced epifco-

pal i tial manours to military and baronial te-

, the care and profits of them, between the deinife

:h tenant and the entry or installation of his fuc-

ceiTor, by neceffity of that tenure, devolved on the

crown. 15 defervedly cenfured for keeping

the prelacies vacant longer than was neceffary, merely

with ... view.

By
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By thefe and the like arbitrary methods having

amaned great treafures, and finding all things

quiet at home, he raifed a powerful army to invade

his brother in Normandy ; but upon what ground

or pretext, the writers of that age are not very

exact ; whether it were from a principle frequent

among unjuft princes, That old oppreffions are

beft juftified by new ; or, whether having a talent

for fudden enterprifes, and juftly apprehending the

refentments of duke Robert, he thought it the

wifer courfe to prevent injuries than to revenge

them. In this expedition he took feveral cities

and caftles from his brother, and would have pro-

ceeded farther, if Robert had not defired and ob-

tained the afliftance of Philip king of France, who
came with an army to his relief. King William

not thinking it fafe or prudent to proceed further

againfr his enemy lupported by fo great an ally,

yet loth to lofe the fruits of his time and valour,

fell upon a known and old expedient, which no
prince ever praclifed oftner, or with greater fuc-

cefs, and that was, to buy off the French king

with a fum of money. This had its effect ; for

that prince not able to oppofe fuch powerful arms,

immediately withdrew himfelf and his forces,

leaving the two brothers to conceit the meafures

of a peace.

This was treated and agreed with great advan-

tages on the fide of king William ; for he kept all

the towns he had taken, obliged his brother to

banifh Edgar Atheling out of Normandy, and, for

a further fecurity, brought over with him to Eng-

land the duke himfelf to attend him in his expe-

dition againft Malcolm king of Scotland, who du-

ring his abfence had invaded the borders. The
king having raifed great forces both by fea and

land, went in perfon to repel the inroads of the

Scots

:
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Scots : but the enterprife was without fuccefs ; for

the greateft part of his fleet was deitroyed by a

tempeft, and his army very much diminifhed by
ficknefs and famine, which forced him to a peace

of little honour ; by which, upon the condition of

homage from that prince, the king of England

agreed to deliver him up thofe twelve towns (or

manours) in England which Malcolm had held

under V/illlam the Conqueror ; together with a pen-

sion of twelve thoufand marks *.

At this time were fown the feeds of another

quarrel between him and duke Robert, who foli-

citing the king to perform fome covenants of the

laft peace, and meeting with a repulfe, withdrew

in great difcontent to Normandy.

King JFilliam, in his return from Scotland, fell

dangeroufly fick at Gloucejler, where, moved by

the feafonable exhortations of his clergy, or rather

by the fears of dying, he began to difcover great

* So Brcmpton writes. But it is doubtful whether

the Normanic or Saxonic mark of filver be underftood.

The former was a weight of eight ounces, the latter

but an ounce and a half. If we compute by the mark
of the Ncrmans, the annuity lipulated for Malcolm was

equivalent to about i86,oo«/. of modern currency ; a

penfion fcarce reconcileable with the ftate of our ex-

chequer in thofe days. If the fmaller or Saxonic mark
be meant here (which had not yet fallen into difufe, as

appears by the calculations by it in the laws of king

Henry I.) the penfion is more reafonabie, being equi-

valent to about 35,coo/, of our prefent money. This

at leaft is rather to be admitted than the account of the

greater part of our hiilorians, who fet down the pro-

viiion made for the Scottijh king at twelve marks ofgold

fer annum, which amounts but to 72 lb. Norman, or

10c/. in modern money; a penfion unworthy the

magnificence of Rufust and too mean for any reigning

prince to accept.
marks
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marks of repentance, with many promifes of

amendment and retribution, particularly for his

injuries to the church. To give credit to which

good rcfolutions, he immediately filled feveral

vacant fees, giving that of Canterbury to Anfelm^ a

foreigner ©f great fame for piety and learning.

But as it is the difpofuion of men who derive their

vices from their complexions, that their paffions

ufually beat ftrong and weak with their pulfes,

fo it fared with this prince, who upon recovery

of his health fcon forgot the vows he had made in

his fickntfs, relapfing with greater violence into

the fame irregularities of injuftice and oppreffion,

whereof Anfelm, the new archbifhop, felt the firft

effects. This prelate, foon after his promotion,

offered the king a fum of money by way of pre-

fent f j but took care it fhould be fo fmall, that

none

f This whole account of the difference between the

king and the archbifhop is taken from Eadmer, a monk
bf Canterbury , and a creature of Anfelm s. A benevo-

lence had been demanded from all the nobility and the

prelates towards the expence of the king's expedition

to Normandy in 1094, ]f Anfelm, as it is faid, offered

500/. towards it, as the fhare or quota of his own fee,

that fum (equivalent to at leaft 11,500/. of our cur-

rency) was far greater than a poor Italian monk not

yet poflefled of the temporalities of Canterbury, could

be expe&ed to raife, and what, if his friends could ad-

vance it for him, the neceflities of the king would not

fuffer him to rejeft : fo that this part of Eadmer s apo-

logy for his patron confutes itfelf. But in faft, the true

fource of the conteft between this prelate and the king

was, the former's violent attachment to one of the con-

tenders for the papacy, Otho of Ofla, ftyled Urban II.

whom, when Italy had fcarce acknowledged him, (for

in 1091 the antipope Clement III. took Rome, and the

caftle of St. Angela, and drove Urban from St. Peter**

chair)
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none might interpret it to be a confideration of his

late preferment. The king rejected it with fcorn ;

and as he ufed but little ceremony in fuch matters,

infrfted in plain terms for more. Anfelm would
not

chair) Anfelm would imperioufly impofe on the king-,

prelates, and whole realm of England, as their apoftolic

father and pontiff. The king replied, That his prede-

ceflbrs in Canterbury had never taken fo much upon
them ; and that when two popes had been chofen, bis

declaring for either without approbation of the king,

was an endeavour to pluckfrcm bis fo-vereign's bead the

cro'wn cfEngland. A great council was fummoned on
this occaiion at Rockingham, Mar. 1 1, ioqc, when the

mobility and bifhops infilled on An/elm's fubmiflion to

the king : he pleaded his privilege as primate, and
would be judged by none but the pope, and by no pope
but Urban If. It was however there determined, that

Anfelm fhould not demand his archiepifcopal pall of

Urban II. unlefs the king fhould confent. All the pre-

lates, except the bifhop of Rocbefer, fays Du Pin, re-

folved not to own Anfelm as primate, {o long as he
fhould take part with the bifhop of Ofiia (Urban 1!.)

But a rebellion which broke out in the Empire, wherein

Conrad the emperor's fon rofe in arms againft his father,

proved extremely fortunate both for Urban, and for his

factious inftrument Anfelm. Wicked Urban was the

feducer of this unnatural fon ; and the price of his be-

nediclion foon appeared. So far as CsnraJ's fword

could inHuence, Clement III. was ejefled : fo that in

1095 Urban was acknowledged through Lcmbardj, but

as yet was not mafter of Rorne. Fortune now be-

friended, and even William of England was ready to

acknowledge him. Accordingly this .pope fent an
archiepifcopal pall, for the ceremony of the king's in-

verting Anfelm with the primacy : but the haughty monk
xefufed the inveftiturc from the king's hand, and obfti-

nately perfifted, until the pope's mefTengers were al-

lowed to lay the pall on the altar of Canterbury cathe-

dral :
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not comply ; and the king enraged, fought all

occafions to make him uneafy ; until at length

the poor archbifhop, tired out with perpetual

ufurpations (or at leaft what was then underflcod

to be fuch) upon his jurifdidtion, privileges, and
pofleflions, deiired the king's licence for a journey

to Rome ; and upon a refuial went without it. As
foon as he was withdrawn, the king feized on all

his revenues, converting them to his own ufe,

and the archbifhop continued an exile until the

iucceeding reign.

The particulars of this quarrel between the

king and archbiftiop are not, in my opinion,

confiderable enough to deferve a place in this

brief collection, being of little ufe to pofterity,

and of lefs entertainment ; neither fhould I have
mentioned it at all, but for the occafion it gives

me of making a general obfervation, which may
afford fome light into the nature and difpofition of

thofe ages. Not only this king's father and him-
felf, but the princes for feveral fucceflions, of the
faireft character, have been feverely taxed for vio-

lating the rights of the clergy, and perhaps not
altogether without reafon. It is true, this cha-
racter hath made the lighter impreffion, as pro-

ceeding altogether from the party injured, the
cotemporary writers being generally churchmen :

and it muft be confefTed, that the ufurpations of
the church and court of Rome were in thofe ages

dral ; whence he vouch fa fed to take it (as the canting

phrafe was) from St. Peter's band, although the king
had acknowledged and obliged his kingdom to acknow-
ledge Urban on this exprefs condition, That he fhould
be gratified with delivering Urban s pall to the arch-

bifhop eleft. Thus Ri/fus, who would not be bullied,

was at laft bubbled by a prieft.

9 rifen
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rifen to fuch heights, as to be altogether incon-

fiftent either with the legiflature or adminiftratioa

of any independent (late ; the inferior clergy both

fecular and regular, mulling upon fuch immuni-
ties as wholly exempted them from the civil power;

and the bifhops removing all controverfies with

the crown by appeal to Rome : for they reduced

the matter to this fhort iflue, That God was to be

'obeyed rather than men ; and confequently the

bifhop of Romey who is Chrift's reprefentative,

rather than an earthly prince. Neither doth it

feem improbable that all Chrijlendom would,have

been in utter vafTalage, both temporal and fpiritual,

to the Roman fee, if the Reformation had not put

a flop to thofe exorbitances^, and in a good roea-

fure opened the eyes even of thofe princes and

Hates who Hill adhere to the doctrines and difci-

pline of that Church.
While the king continued at Gloce/lcr, Mal-

colm king of Scotland came to his court, with in-

tentions to fettle and confirm the late peace be-

tween them. It happened that a controverfy arofe

about fome circumftances relating to the homage
which Malcolm was to pay, in the managing
whereof king William difcovered fo much haugh-

tinefs and difdain, both in words and geftures,

that the Scottljh prince, provoked by fuch unwor-

thy treatment, returned home with indignation ;

but foon came back at the head of a powerful

army, and, entring Northumberland with fire and

fword, laid all wafte before him. But as all en-

terprizes have in the progrefs of them a tincture

of thofe pafiions by which they were fpirited at

£rft, fo this invafion begun upon private revenge,

which is a blind ungovernable paflion, was carried

on with equal precipitation, and proved to be

ruinous
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ruinous in the event ; for Robert Mowbray, earl

of Northumberland, to prevent the deftruclion of

his own country, where he had great poiTeffions,

gathering what forces he could fuddenly raife,

and without waiting any directions from the king,

marched againft the Scots, who were then fet

down before Almvick caftle : there, by an ambufh,

Malcolm and his eldeft ("on Edward were flain, and

the army, difcouraged by the lofs of their princes,

entirely defeated. This difafter was followed in

a few days by the death of queen Margaret, who,
not able to furvive her misfortunes, died for grief.

Neither did the miferies of that kingdom end till,

after two ufurpations, the furviving fon of Mal-
colm, who had fled to England for refuge, was re-

ftored to his crown by the affiftance of king

William.

About this time the hidden fparks of animofity

between the two brothers, buried but not extin-

guifhed in the laft peace, began to flame out into

new diftenfions : duke Robert had often fent his

complaints to the king for breach of articles, but

without redrefs, which provoked him to expoftu-

late in a rougher manner, till at length he charged

the king in plain terms with injuftice and perjury :

but no men are found to endure reproaches with

lefs temper than thofe who moll deferve them :

the king, at the fame time filled with indignation,

and flung with guilt, invaded Normandy a fecond

time, refolving to reduce his brother to fuch terms

as might flop all further complaints. He had
already taken feveral ftrong holds, by force either

of arms or of money, and intending intirely to

fubdue the duchy, gave orders to have twenty
thoufand men immediately raifed in England, and

fent oyer to him. The duke, to defend himfelf

againft
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againft thefe formidable preperations, had recourfe

again to his old ally the king of France, who very

readily advanced with an army to his afliftance,

2s an action wherein he could every way find

his own accounts ; for, befide the appearance of

glory and juftice by protecting the injured, he
fought indeed his own battle, by preferving his I

neighbouring ftate in the hands of a peaceful

prince, from fo powerful and reitlefs an enemy as

the king of England ; and was largely paid for his

trouble into the bargain : for king William, either

loth to engage in a long and dangerous war, or

haftened back, by intelligence of fome troubles

from Wales, fent offers to his army, juft ready to

embark for Normandy, that upon payment of ten

{hillings a man they might have leave to return

to their own homes. This bargain v/as generally

accepted ; the money was paid to the king of

France, who immediately withdrew his troops;

and king William, now mafter of the conditions,

forced his brother to a peace upon much harder

terms than before.

in this pafTage there are fome circumftances

which may appear odd and unaccountable to thofe

who will not give due allowance for the difference

of times and manners : that an abfent prince, en-

gaged in an unjuft war with his own brother, and

ill- beloved at home, fhould have fo much power

and credit, as by his commiffion to raife twenty

thoufand men on a fudden, only as a recruit to

the army he had already with him ; that he fhould

have a fleet prepared ready, and large enough to

tranfport fo great a number ; that upon the very

point of embarking he fhould fend them fo. dis-

graceful an offer ; and that fo great a number of

common foldiers fhould be able and willing to pay

fuch
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foch a fum of money *, equal to at lead twelre'
times as much in our times f ; and that, after
being thus deluded and fpoiled at once, they
lhould peaceably difband and retire to their feveral
homes. But all this will be lefs difficult to com-
prehend, when we refletf on the method of railing-
and fupporting armies, very different from ours

&

which was then in ufe, and fo continued for many
ages after. All men who had lands in cabite were
bound to attend the king in his wars with a pro-
portioned number of foldiers, who were' their
tenants on eafy rents in confideration of military
fervice. This was but the work of a few days
and the troops confifted of fuch men as were able
to maintain their own charges either at home or
abroad

: nether was there any reafon to apprehend
that foldiers would ever become inftruments for

* The Saxon Chronicle, Simeon Dunelmenfis, and Mat-thew Pans fay, That Raif the treasurer tWk from themen the money which had been paid them for their
maintenance. Yes, fays Sir Henry Spclman, the monevwhich the country had allowed them for their fubfiit-ence

;
fo that if each man paid ten millings, it mightnot be from his own purfe. :

™
t It might morejufllybefaid, equal to four andtwenty times as much in our times : for the genuine

filver m the fum of ten (hillings of Norman tale,\vas ofequal we*ht Wlth th filver that is found ^^ ™£
fluLings of our prefent ftandard coin ; /. ,. weighed coz and about ,3 pvvt. and each ounce of filver was atthat time worth at leaft eight times more than at pre-
fcnt. Whence we may colled, that ten ihillings ofXufus s money was equivalent to at leaft twelve pounds

ronf nu°l
rpr

v>
nt CU1TenC^ The curious read« mayconfult bilhop Fleetwood's Cbronfcon freciojum. and a fl

noptical table of the variations in the ftandard of Enjficoin, by Martin Folkes, Efq ; pubiirhed in an anonymous Efay upon Money and Coins.
'

V ° L
-
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introducing flavery, who held fo great a fhare ia

the property.

The king, upon his return from Normandy,
made an unfuccefsful expedition againft the Weljh,

who upon the advantages of his abfence had, ac-

cording to their ufual cuftom, made cruel inroads

upon the adjoining counties of Chejler, Shrewfiurj,

and Hereford. Upon the king's approach they

fled into their faftnefles among the mountains,

where he purfued them for fome time with great

rage and vexation, as well as the lofs of great

numbers of his men, to no purpofe. From hence

he was recalled by a more formidable enemy
nearer home : for Robert earl of Northumberland,

overrating his late fervices againft the Scots, as

much perhaps and as unjuftly as they were under-

valued by the king, refufed to come to his court,

which, in thofe days, was looked on as the firft

ufual mark of difcontent in a nobleman ; and
was often charged by princes as a formal accufa-

tion. The earl having difobeyed the king's fum-

mons, and concerted matters with other accom-
plices, broke out into open rebellion, with inten-

tions to depofe king William, and fet up Stephen

earl of Albemarle, fon of a After to William the

Conqueror: but all was prevented by the celerity

of this active prince ; who, knowing that infur-

re&ions are beft quelled in their beginnings,

marched with incredible fpeed, and furprized the

rebels at Newcafle, took the caftles of Tinmoutb

and Bamburgh *
; where the obftinacy of the de-

fendants provoked him, contrary to his nature, to

commit cruelties upon their perfons, by cutting

off" their hands and ears, and other the like inhu-

manities- The earl himfelf was taken prifoner

* Now called Bamborough.

as
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as he endeavoured to make his efcape ; but fuffered
no other punifhment than to be confined for the
reft of his life %.

About this time began the Holy War for reco-
vering of Palejiine ; which having not been the
enterprize of any one prince or flare, but that
wherein moft in Chrijlendom had. a fhare, it cannot
with juftice be filently paffed over in the hiftory of
any nation.

Pope Urban the fecond, in a council at C/ermoKt
made a pathetic exhortation, (hewing with what
danger and indignity to Chrijlendom the Turks and
Saracens had, for fome ages, not onlyoverrun all^a
and Africa* where Chriftianity had long flourifhed ;but had alfo made encroachments into Europe'
where they had entirely fubdued Spain, and fome
other parts

;
that Jerufalem, the holy city, where

our Saviour did {o many miracles, and where his
fepulchre ftill remained, to the fcandal of the
Chriftian name, lay groaning under the tyranny
of Infidels

j that the fwords which Chriftian
princes had drawn againft each other, ought to
be turned againft the common enemy of" their
name and religion

; that this mould be reckoned
an ample fatisfa'aiori for all their paft fins ; that
thofe who died in this expedition fhould immedi-
ately go to h-aven, and the furvivors would be
blefied with the fight of our Lord's fepulchre.
Moved by thefe arguments, and the influence

of the perfon who delivered them, feveral nobles
and prelates immediately took upon them the
Crofs

; and the council diffolving in this hi^h
fit of zeal, the clergy, upon their return home,
prevailed fo far in their feveral countries, that in
moft. parts of Europe fome great prince or lord

X Which was thirty years.

Q» 2 became
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became a votary' for The Holy Land; as Hugh the

Great, brother to the king of France ; Godfrey

duke of Lorrain ; Reimcnd count of Toidoufe ;

Robert duke of Normandy , and many others. Nei-
ther ought it to be forgotten, that moft of thefe

noble and generous princes, wanting money to

maintain the forces they had raifed, pawned their

dominions to thole very prelates who had firft

engaged them in this enterprize : doubtlefs a no-
table mark of the force of oratory in the church-
men of thofe ages, who were able to infpire that

devotion into others, whereof they feemed fo little

fenfible themfelves.

But a great (hare in the honour of promoting
this religious war, is attributed to the zeal and
induftry of a certain French prieft, commonly
called Peter the Hermit ; who being at "Jerujalem

upon a pilgrimage fome time before, and entering

often into private treaty with the patriarch of that

city, came back fully inftru6ted in all the meafures

necclTary for fuch a war : to thefe was joined the

artifice of certain dreams and vifions that might

pafs for divine admonition : all which, added to

the piety of his exhortations, gave him fuch credit

with the pope, and feveral princes of Cbrijlendcm,

that he became in his own perfon the leader of a

great army againft the Infidels, and was very in-

strumental for engaging many others in the fame

defign.

"What a fpirit was thus raifed in Chrijlendom

rmeng all forts of men, cannot better be conceived

than from the vaft numbers of thefe warlike pil-

grims : who, at the fiege of Nice, are faid to have

confided of 600,000 foot, and 100,000 horfe :

and the fuccefs at firft was anfwerable to the great-

meh of their numbers, the valour of their leaders,

and
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and the unlverfal opinion of fuch a caufe ; for,

befides feveral famous victories in the field, not to

mention the towns of lefs importance, they took

Nice., Antioch, and at laft 'Jerufalem^ where duk«

Godfrey was chofen king without competition^

But zeal, with a mixture of enthufiafm, as I take

this to have been, is a compofition only fit for

fudden enterprizes, like a great ferment in the

blood, giving double courage and ftrength for the

time, until it fink and fettle by nature into its old

channel : for, in a few years the piety of thefe

adventurers began to flacken, and give way to

faction and envy, the natural corruptions of all

confederacies : however, to this fpirit of devotion

there fucceeded a fpirit of honour, which long

continued the vein and humour of the times ; and

the Holy Land became either a fchool, wherein

young princes went to learn the art of war, or a

fcene wherein they affected to fhew their valour,

and gain reputation, when they were weary of

peace at home.

The Chriftians held pofTeflion of Jerufalem abov«

eighty years *, and continued their expeditions to

the Holy Land zlmoft. as many more, with various

events ; and after they were entirely driven out of

Afia, the popes have almoft in every age endea-

voured in vain to promote new crufadoes ; neither

does this fpirit feem quite extinct among us even

to this day ; the ufual projects of fanguine men
for uniting Chriftendom againft the Turk, being

without doubt a traditional way of talk derived to

us from the fame fountain.

Robert, in order to furnifh himfelf out for this

war, pawned his duchy to the king for 1 0,000

* They held it eighty-eight years j from 7*«/j 1099,
o Oaober 1187,

Q_ 3 marks



( 230 )

marks of gold f ; which fum was levied with fo

many circumftances of rigor and exaction, tow-
ards the church and laity, as very much encreafed

the difcontents of both againft the prince.

1099. I mail record one adr. of this king's,

which being chiefly perfonal, may pafs rather for

a part of his character, than a point of hiftory.

As he was hunting one day in the New Fore/11

a meflenger exprefs from Normandy, brought him
intelligence that Helie, count de la Fleche, had
laid ciofe fiege to Mans, and expected to carry the

town in a few days ; the king leaving his chace,

Commanded fome about him to point whereabout
Mens lay ; and fo rode ftraight on without reflection,

until he came to ihe coaft. His attendants advifed

him to wait until he had made preparations of men
and money j to which he only returned j

" They that

" love me, will follow me." He entered the fhip in

a violent florm; which the mariners beholding with

aftonifhment, at length in great humility gave him
warning of the danger ; but the king commanded
them inftantly to put ofF to fea, and not be afraid ;

for he had never in his life heard of any king that

was drowned. In a few days he drove the enemy
from before the city, and took the count himfelf

prifoner, who raging at his defeat and captivity,

exclaimed J,
" That this blow was from Fortune i

but

-J- Equal to 1,400,000/. as money pafTes now.

t There is fo much pleafanrry and humour, as well

as fpirit and heroifm in this ftory, as we have it record-

ed by William de Mabn/lury, who reprefents the menace
as thrown out in the king's prefence, that I fhall make
no apology for letting down his words at length.
*' Author turbarum Helias capitur ; cui ad fe adduclo
*' rexludibundus, ' Habeo te, magifter, inquit.' At
** ille, cujus alta nobilitas nefciret etiam in tanto peri-

« CUI9
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-" but Valour could make reprifals, as he fhould
" ftiew, if ever he regained his liberty." This
being told the king, he fent for the count, let

him underftand that he had heard of his menaces,

then gave him a fine horfe, bid him begone im-
mediately, and defyed him to do his worft.

It would have been an injury to this prince's

memory, to let pafs an action, by which he ac-

quired more honor than from any other in his

life, and by which it appeared that he was not

without fome feeds of magnanimity, had they

been better cultivated, or not overrun by the num-
ber or prevalency of his vices.

I have met with nothing elfe in this king's reign

that deferved to be rernembred ; for, as to an un-
fuccefsful expedition or two againft Wales, either

by himfelf or his generals ; they were very incon-

ftderable both in action and event, nor attended

with any circumftances that might render a ref-
lation of them of any ufe to pofterity, either for

inftruction or example.

His death was violent and unexpected, the ef-

fect of cafualty ; although this perhaps is the only

misfortune of life to which the perfon of a prince

is generally lefs fubject than that of other men.
Being at his beloved exercife of hunting in the

New Fore/} in Hampjbire, a large ftag eroded the

" culo fapere ;
' Fortuity, inquit, me cepifti : fi pof-

** fum evadere, novi quid facerem.' Tunc Williel-

" mus, prae furore fere extra fe profitus, & obtuens
" Heliam, 'Tu, inquit, nebulo, tu quid faceres!

" Difcede ; abi ; fuge. Concedo tibi ut facias quic-
" quid poteris : et per vultum de Luca, nihil fi me
" viceris, nihil pro hac venia. tecum pacifcar." /'. e.

By the face of St. Luke, if thou ihouldft have the for-

tune to conquer me, I fcorn to compound with thee

fox my releafe.

Q, 4 way
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way before him, the king hot on his game, cryed

out in hafte to JValter Tyrrel, a knight of his at-

tendants, to (hoot ; Tyrrel, immediately let fly his

arrow, which glancing againft a tree, ftruck the

king through the heart, who fell dead to the

ground without fpeaking a word. Upon the fur<-

prife of this accident, all his attendants, and
Tyrrel* among the reft, fled different ways ; un-
til the fright being a little over, fome of them
returned, and caufing the body to be laid in a

collier's cart, for want of other conveniency, con-
veyed it in a very unbecoming contemptuous man-
ner to WincheJleT) where it was buried the next

day without folemnity, and which is worfe, with-
out grief.

I (hall conclude the hiftory of this prince's

reign, with a defcription and character of his body
and mind, in.partially from the collections I have

made; which method I ihall obferve likewife in

all the fucceeding reigns.

He was in ftature fomewhat below the ufual

fize, and big-bellyed, but he was well and ftrongly

knit. His hair was yellow or fandy ; his face

red, Which got him the name of Rufus; his fore-

head flat j his eyes were fpotted, and appeared of

different colours ; he was apt to flutter in fpeak-

ing, efpecially when he was angry ; he was vi-

gorous and active, and very hardy to endure fa-

tigues, which he owed to a good conftitution of

health, and the frequent exercife of hunting ; in

his drefs he affected gayety and expence, which
having been firfl: introduced by this prince into

his court and kingdom, grew, in fucceeding reigns,

an intolerable grievance. He alfo firft brought

in among us the luxury and profufion of great

* Yet Eadmer faith, That Tyrrel told him, he had

not been in the Foreft that day.

tables,
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tables. There was in him, as in all other men,
a mixture of virtues and vices, and that in a

pretty equal degree, only the misfortune was, that

the latter, although not more numerous, were yet

much more prevalent than the former. For being

entirely a man of pleafure, this made him facrifice

all his good qualities, and gave him too many
occafions of producing his ill ones. He had one

very lingular virtue for a prince, which was that

of being true to his word and promife + : he was

of undoubted perfonal valour, whereof the writers

in thofe ages produce feveral inftances ; nor did

he want fkill and conduct in the procefs of war.

But, his peculiar excellency, was that of great

difpatch, which, however ufually decried, and al-

lowed to be only a happy temerity, does often an-

fwer all the ends of fecrecy and counfel in a great

commander, by furprifing and daunting an enemy
when he leaft expects it -, as may appear by the

greateft actions and events upon the records of

every nation.

He was a man of found natural fenfe, as well

as of wit and humour, upon occafion. There
were feveral tenets in the Romijh church he could

not digeft ; particularly that of the faints' inter-

ceflion ; and living in an age overrun with fuper-

ftition, he went fo far into the other extream, as

to be cenfured for an Atheift. The day before

his death, a monk relating a terrible dream, which
feemed to forbode him fome misfortune, the king

being told the matter, turned it into a jeft ; faid,

The man was a Monk, and dreamt like a Monk,

f Yet he was fometimes guilty of breach of his

faith in treaties. But, he is not the only prince who
in different characters had different meafures of right

and wrong ; a public and a private conicience.

for
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for lucre fake ; and therefore commanded Fitz-

,: to give him an hundred (hillings, that he

might not complain he had dreamt to no purpofe.

His vices appear to have been rather derived

from the temper of his body, than any original

depravity of his mind ; for being of a fanguine

complexion, wholly bent upon his pleafures, and
prodigal in his nature, he became engaged in great

expences *. To fupply thefe, the people were
perpetually opprefTed with illegal taxes and exac-
tions -j but that fort of avarice which arifes from
prodigality and vice, as it is always needy, fo it is

much more ravenous and violent than the other,

which put the king and his evil inftruments

(among whom Ralphs bifliop of Durham, is of

fpecial infamy) upon thofe pernicious methods of

gratifying his extravagances by all manner of op-

;n ; whereof fome are already mentioned, and
others are too foul to relate.

Ke is generally taxed by writers for difcovering

a contempt of religion in his common difcourfe

and behaviour ; which I take to have rifen from
the fame fountain, being a point of art, and a

known expedient, for men who cannot quit their

* Not from his attachment to groffer pleafures ; but

from his vanity, ftudy of magnificence, buildings, af-

fectation of generofitv, and profuienefs in rewarding

the bravery of his foldiers. The Monks bring againft

him a general charge of incontinency ; but mention no
particulars: No fpurious iffue is heard of; no miltrefs

railed to rank and fplendour ; not the name of any of
his private favourites has reached us. Had he been as

tractable to Anfelm, as Edgar was to Durfton ; had he

bis fceptre under the feet of that infolent bigot;

. me Monks would have celebrated his piety, and

palliated his failings ; as the popes were equally grate-

ful to Dunftem, Anfelmy and Bcckct, by exalting thofe

incendiaries into faints,

im-
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immoralities, at leaft to banifh all reflexions that

may difturb them in the enjoyment, which mull:

be done either by not thinking of religion at all ; or

if it will obtrude, by putting it out of countenance,.

Yet there is one inftance that might fhew him
to have fome fenfe of religion as well as juftice.

When two Monks were outvying each other in

canting the price of an abbey, he obferved a third

at fome diftance, who faid never a word ; the

king demanded why he would not offer ; the Monk
faid, he was poor, and befjdes, would give no-

thing if he were ever fo rich ; the king replyed,

Then you are the fitted perfon to have it, and

immediately gave it him. But this is, perhaps

with reafon enough, affigned more to caprice than

confcience ; for he was under the power of every

humour and paifion that pclTefTed him for the pre-

fent ; which m?.de him obftinate in his refolves,

and unfteady in the profecution.

He had one vice or folly that feemed rooted in

his mind, and of all others, moft unbefitting a

prince: This was, a proud difdainful manner,

both in his words and gefture ; and having already

loft the love of his fubjects by his avarice and

oppreflion, this finifhed the work, by bringing

him into contempt and hatred among his fervants ;

fo that few among the worft of princes have had

the luck to be fo ill beloved, or fo little lamented.

He never married, having an invincible abhor-

rence for the ftate, although not for the fex.

He died in the thirteenth year of his reign, the

forty-third of his age, and of Chri/i noo, Augvji 2.

His works of piety were few, but in buildings

he was very expenfive, exceeding any king of Eng-

land before or fince, among which JVcJimiJier-Hall,

Wtntifsr-Cajile, the Tower of London, and the

whole city of Carlijle^ remain lafting monuments
(of his magnificence.
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The REIGN of

HENRY the FIRST.

[
HIS prince was the youngeft fon of William

the Conqueror^ and bred to more learning than was

ufual in that age, or to his rank, which got him
the furname of Beaudcrc ; the reputation whereof,

together with his being born in England* and born

fori of a king, although of little weight in them*

felves, did very much ftrengthen his pretenfions

with the people. Befides, he had the fame ad-

vantage of his brother Robert's abfence, which

had proved before fo fuccefsful to Rufus, whofe

treasures he likewife feized on immediately at his

death, after the fame manner, and for the fam«

«nd, as Rufus did thofe of his father the Con-

queror. Robert had been now five years abfent in

the Holy JVar, where he acquitted himfelf with

glory ; and although he was now in Jpu/ia, upon
his return homeward, yet the nobles pretending

not to know what was become of him, and

others giving out that he had been defied king of

Jem/alem, Henry laid hold of the occafion, and

calling together an aflembly of the clergy, nobles,

2nd people of the realm at London, upon his pro-

mifes to reftore king Edward's laws, and redrefs

the grievances which had been introduced by his

father and brother, they conferrted to elect him
king *. Immediately after his coronation, he

pro-

* Notwithftanding the phrafe eletlus eft be ufed on
this very cccafion by Henry of Huntingdon, and William

•f Malmejbury, there feems to be a manifeft impropriety

m
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proceeded upon reforming the abufes of the late

reign : he banifhed diflolute perfons from th»

court, who had Jong infefted it under the protec-

tion and example of Rufus : he reftored the peo-

ple to the ufe of lights in the night, which the

Conqueror had forbidden, after a certain hour, by
the ringing of a bell. Then he publifhed his

charter, and ordered a copy thereof to be taken

for every county in England. This charter was in

fubftance ; The freedom of Mother Church from

former oppreflions ; leave to the heirs of nobles

to fucceed in the pofleflion of their lands, with-

cut being obliged to redeem them, only paying

to the king a moderate relief * ; abolition of fines

for

in it. The barons convened at London, upon news of
William'' % death, pretended to no power of electing a
monarch, but of declaring to whom the crown had de-

volved. A falfe charge of illegitimacy was made ufe

of to defiroy the title of Robert. Impofuerunt ei illegiti-

mate™, quod non fp.erat procreatus de legitime thoro Wil-

lielmi Conquejloris ; wide unanimi ajjenfu fuo ipfum refn-

iaverunt, iff pro Rege omnino recujwverunt, iff Henricum

fratrem in Regem creaverunt. Knyghton. The body of

barons, or great council of the land, were in all fucli

emergencies deemed the interpreters or judges of the

law of fucceflion.

* This was in appearance a very important concef-

fion, and yet proved of little ufe ; for fo long as the

meafure and proportion of fuch relief [ox fine upon ad-

mittance) was left undetermined, a door was ftill open
tor grievous exactions. Whence the barons, in their fa-

mous convention with king John, obliged him to fet le

the rflief of their heirs, at ico pounds for an earl's

barony, ico marks for a common barony, and ioo
(hillings for a knight's fief; which was the ancient

fine upon fuccefliori, and was fuppofed to be a fourth

part of the yearly income of the refpective inheritances.

S«6
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for licence of marriage to their heirefles ; a pro*

mife of not refilling fuch licence, unlefs the match
propofed be with the king's enemy *, tffc. the

next of kin to be guardians of the lands of or-

phans •, punifhments for coiners of falfe money;
a confirmation of St. Edward's laws ; and a ge-

neral amnefty.

About the fame time he performed two acls of

juftice, which, by gratifying the revenue and the

love of the people, gained very much upon th^ir

affections to his perfon : the firft was, to imprifon

Ralph bifhop of Dw bam, who having been raifed

by the late king from a mean and fordid birth to

be his prime confident and minifter, became the

chief instrument, as well as contriver, of all his

oppreffions : the fecond was, in recalling and re-

ftoring archbifhop Anfelm, who having been forced

bv the continual persecutions of the fame prince,

to leave England, had lived ever fmce in banifh-

ment, and deprived of all his revenues.

The king had not been many months on his

throne, when the riews came that duke R:bert,

returned from the Hilj Land, was received by

Tee Magna Charta, art. 3. " H&res Juus plena <rtath
" habeat heereditaicm Jitam per antiquum rele-vium ;

" Jcil hares comitis, See." " That there were very great

abufes in this branch of the royal revenue in the pre-

ceding reign, may appear from the rf//>/"exac~ted of Ro-
bert de Belefme earl of Sbre-v;Jbury, upon his fucceding

in i C9 to the baronies ofhis elder brother : this, we are

told by Ordericus Ft talis, was 3000 /. an enormous fum
in thofe times, and equivalent to about 69,700 /. in

the pref-nt. A nobleman, reduced to compound in

this manner with the crown, before he could have
legal polTciTion of his paternal eftate, might well be

faid to redeem it.

* i e. with a traitor or malecontent.

9 his



( 239 )

his fubjedts with great marks of joy and honour,

and in univeifal reputation for his valour and fuc-

cefs againft the Infidels : foon after which, Rklp&

bifhop of Durham, either by the negligence or

corruption of his keeper?, efcaped out of prifoa,

and fled over to the duke ; whom he flared up to

renew and folicit his pretenfions to the crown of
England^ by writing to feveral nobles, who, either

through old friendfhip, or new difcontent, or an
opinion of his title, gave him promifes of their

aflilrance, as foon as he (hould land in England-:

but the duke having returned exceeding poor from

the Holy Land) was not yet in a condition for

fuch an undertaking, and therefore thought fit

to defer it to a more feafonable opportunity.

As the king had hitherto, with great induftry,

fought all occafions to gratify his people, fo he

continued to do in the choice of a wife. This
was Matilda, daughter of Malcolm the late king

©f Scots j a lady of great piety and virtue, who, by

the power or pefuafion of her friends, was prevailed

with to leave her cloifler for a crown, after fhe had,

as fome writers report, already taken the veil. Her
mother was fifter to Edgar Aihellng, the la ft heir

male of the Saxon race ; of whom frequent men-
tion hath been made in the two preceding reigns :

and thus the Saxon line, to the great contentment

cf the Englijh nation, was again reftored.

Duke Robert, having now with much difficulty

and oppreffion of his fubjefts, faifed great force?,

and gotten ready a fleet to convey them, refo'ved

once more to alTert his title to the crown of Eng-

land : to which end he had for fome time held a

fecret correfpondence with feveral nobles, and

lately received frefh invitations. The king, on
the other fide^ who had received timely intelli-

gence



( 240 )

gence of his brother's preparations, gave order t#

his admirals to watch the fea-ports, and endea-

vour to hinder the enemy's landing : but the

commanders or" feveral (hips, whether Robert had

won them by his bribes, or his promifes, inftead

of offering refiftancc, became his guides, and

brought his fleet fafe into Portfmouth, where he
landed his men, and from thence marched to

lVincheJiey\ his army hourly encreafing by great

numbers of people, who had either an affection

for his perfon, an opinion of his title, or a hatred

to the king. In the mean time Henry advanced

with his forces, to be near the duke, and obferve

his motions ; but, like a wife general, forbore

offering battle to an invader, until he might do it

with manifeft advantage. Befides, he knew very well

that his brothc- was a perfon whofe policy was
much inferior to his valour, and therefore to be

fooner overcome in a treaty than a fight : to this

end, the nobles on b.jch fides began to have fre-

quent interviews ; to make overtures ; and at laft

concert the terms of a peace ; but wholly to the

advantage of the king. Robert renouncing his

pretenfions in confideration of a fmall penfion,

and of fucceeding to the crown on default of male

iflfue in his brother.

The defection of nobles and other people to

the duke was fo great, that men generally thought

if it had come to a battle, the king would have

loft both the victory and his crown. But Robert,

upon his return to Normandy after this difhonour-

able peace, grew out of all reputation with the

world, as well as into perfect hatred and con-

tempt among his own fubjects, which in a fhort

time was the caufc of his ruin.

The king having thus by his prudence got rid

©f a dangerous and troublefome rival, and foon

after
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after by his valour quelled the infurrections of

the earls of Shrew/bury and Mortain, whom he

forced to fly into Normandy, found himfelf in full

peace at home and abroad, and therefore thought

he might venture a contention with the Church
about the right of inverting bifhops ; upon which
fubjeft many other princes at that time had con-

troverfy with their clergy : but, after long ftrug-

gling in vain, were all forced to yield at laft to

the decree of a fynod in Rome, and to the per-

tinacy of the bifhops in the feveral countries.

The form of inverting a bifhop, was by delivery

of a ring and a paftoral ftafF; which, at Rome,
was declared unlawful to be performed by any
lay-hand whatfoever ; but the princes of Cbrijlen-

dom pleaded immemorial cuftom to authorize them :

and king Henry, having given the inveftiture to

certain bifhops, commanded Anfeim to confecrate

them. This the archbifhop refufed with great

firmnefs, purfuant to what he underftood to be
his duty, and to feveral immediate commands of

the pope. Both fides adhering to their own fenti-

ments, the matter was carried to Rome, where

Anfeim went in perfon, by the king's defire ; who,
at the fame time, fent ambafl'adors thither to af-

fert and defend his caule ; but the pope frill in-

filling, Anfeim was forbidden to return to England.

The king feized on a!l his revenues, and would
not reftore him, until upon other conceffions of

the pope, Henry was content to yield up his pre-

tenfions to the inveftiture ; but, however, kept

the right of electing ftill in his own hands.

Whatever miiht have been the method of elec-

ting bifhops, in the more primitive ages, it feems

plain to me that in thefe times, and fomewhat
before, although the election was made per clerum

& populum
; yet the king always nominated at

Vol.. VI. ' R firft,
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firft, or approved afterwards, and generally both,

as may be feen by the ftyle in which their elec-

tions ran, as well as by the perfons chofen, who
were ufually churchmen of the court, or in fome
employment near the king. But whether this

were a gradual encroachment of the regal upon
the fpiritual power, I had rather leave others to

difpute.

1 104. About this time duke Robert came to

England, upon a vifit to the king, where he was
received with much kindnefs and hofpitalitv

;

but, at the Lme time, the queen had private di-

rections to manage his eafy temper, and work
him to a confent of remitting his penfion : this

was compaffed without much difficulty : but,

upon the duke's return to Normandy, he was fe-

verely reproved for his weaknefs by Ralph bifhop

of Durham, and the two earls of Mortain and

Shreivjlwy. Thefe three having fled from Eng-
land for rebellion, and other treafons, lived exiles

in Normandy ; and, bearing an inveterate hatred

to the king, refolved to ftir up the duke to a re-

fentment of the injury and fraud of his brother.

Robert, who was various in his nature, and al-

ways under the power of the prefent perfuader,

eafily yielded to their incitements : reproached

the king in bitter terms, by letters and meflages,

that he had cozened and circumvented him ; de-

manding fatisfaclion, and withal threatening re-

venge. At the fame time, by the advice of the

three nobles already mentioned, he began to arm
himfelf as formidably as he could, with defign to

feize upon the king's pofleffions in Normandy :

but as this refolution was rafhly taken up, fo it

was as faintly purfued, and ended in his deftruc-

tion : neither hath any prince reafon to expect better

fortune, that engages in a war againft a powerful

neighbour
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neighbour upon the counfel or inftigation of exiles,

who having no farther view than to ferve their private

intereft, or gratify their revenge, are fure tofuccecd

in one or" t'other, if they can embark princes in

their quarrel, whom they fail not to incite by the
falfeft representations of their own flrength, and
the weaknefs of their enemy : for as the king was
now fettled in his throne too firm to be fhaken,
fo Robert had wholly loft all credit and friendfhip

in England; was funk in reputation at home;
and, by his unlimited profufenefs, reduced fo low,
that, having pawned moft of his dominions, he
had offered Rouen, his capital city, in fale to the
inhabitants. All this was very well known
to the king, who, refolving to make his ad- 1 105
vantage thereof, pretended to be highly pro-

voked at the dilgraceful fpeeches and menaces of

his brother ; which he made the formal occafion

of a quarrel : therefore he firft fent over fome
forces to ravage his country ; and, underftanding

that the duke was coldly fupponed by his own
fubje&s, many of whom came over to the king's

army, he foon followed in perfon with more;
took feveral towns ; and, placing garrifons therein,

came back to England, defigning with the firft

pretext or opportunity to return with a more po-
tent army, and wholly fubdue the duchy to his

obedience.

Robert, now grown fenfible of his weaknefs,

became wholly difpirited ; and following his bro-

ther into England, in a moft dejected manner
begged for peace : but the king, now fully deter-

mined upon his ruin, turned away in difdain,

muttering at the fame time fome threatning words.

This indignity roufed up once more the finking

courage of the duke ; who, with bitter words,

detefting the pride and infolence of Henry, with-

R 2 drew
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drew in a rage, and hafting back to Normandy^

made what preparations he could for his own de-

fence. The king obferving his nobles very ready

to engage with him in this expedition ; and be-

ing alTured that thofe in Normandy would, upon

his approach, revolt from the duke, foon followed

with a mighty army, and the flower of his king-

dom. Upon his arrival he was attended, according

to his expectation, by feveral Norman lords ; and,

with this formidable force, fat down before Ttner-

cbcbray : the duke, accompanied by the two exiled

earls, advanced with what ftrength he had, in

hopes to draw the enemy from the fiege of fo im-

portant a place, although at the hazard of a bat-

tle. Both armies being drawn out in battalia,

that of the king's, fruiting to their numbers, be-

gan the charge with great fury, but with-

iic6 out any order. The duke, with forces far in-

ferior, received the enemy with much firm-

nefs : and., finding they had fpent their firft heat,

advanced very regularly againft their main body,

before they coula recover thcmfeives from the con-

fufi n they were in. He attacked them with lb

much courage, that he broke their whole body,

and they began to fly on every fide. The king

believing all was loft, did what he could by threats

and gentle words to ftop the flight of his men,
but found it impofllble : then he commanded two
bodies of horfe, which were placed in cither

wing, to join, and wheeling about, to attack

the enemy in the rear. The duke, who thought

himfelf fo near a victory, was forced to ftop his

purfuit ; and ordering his men to face about, began

the fight anew; mean time the fcattered parts of

the main body, which had fo lately fled, began

to rally, and pour in upon the Normans behind,

\)y which duke Robert's army was almoft encom-
pafled j
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pafled ;
yet they kept their ground awhile, and

made feveral charges, until at length, perfectly

overborne by numbers, they were utterly defeated.

There duke Robert, doing all the parts of a great

captain, was taken prifoner, together with the

earl of Mortaln, and almoft his whole army : for

being hemmed in on all fides, few of them

could make their efcape. Thus, in the 1107

fpace of forty years, Normandy fubdued

England, and England Normandy ; which are events

perhaps hardly to be paralleled in any other ages

or parts of the world.

The king, having ftaid awhile to fettle the (late

of Norjnandy, returned with his brother into Eng-

land, whom he fent prifoner to Cardiff caftle,

with orders that he mould be favourably ufed,

which, for fome time, were duly obferved ; until

being accufed of attempting to make his efcape

(whether it were real or feigned) he had his eyes

put out with a burning bafin, by the king's ex-

prefs commands ; in which miferable condition he

lived for fix and twenty years.

It is believed the king would hardly have engaged

in this unnatural and invidious war, with fo little

pretence or provocation, if the pope had not

openly approved and fancYified his caufe, exhort-

ing him to it as a meritorious action ; which feems

to have been but an ill return from the vicar of

Chrilt to a prince who had performed fo many
brave exploits for the fervice of the Church, to

the hazard of his perfon, and ruin of his fortune.

But the very bigotted monks, who have left us

their accounts of tbofe times, do generally ngree

in heavily taxing the Roman court for bribery and

-corruption. And the king had promifed to remit

his right of inverting bifhops, winch he performed

immediately after his reduction of Normandy, and

R 3 was
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was a matter of much more fervice to the pope, than
all the achievements of duke Robert in the Holy
Land, whofe merits, as well as pretentions, were
now antiquated and out of date.

1 109. About this time the emperor Henry V.
lent to defire Maude the king's daughter in mar-
riage, who was then a child about eight years

old : this prince had lately been embroiled in a

quarrel with the fee of Rome, which began upon
the fame fubject of invefting bifhops, but was
carried to great extremities : for invading Italy

with a mighty army, he took the pope prifoner,

forced him to yield to whatever terms he thought

fit to impofe, and to take an oath of fidelity to

him between his hands : however, as foon as Henry
had withdrawn his forces, the pope aflembling a

council, revoked all his concefiions, as extorted

by compulfion, and raifed great troubles in Ger-

many againft the emperor, who, in-order to fecure

himfclf, fought this alliance with the king.

About this time likewife died archbifhop An-

felm, a prelate of great piety and learning, whofe
zeal for the fee of Rome, as well as for his own
rights and privileges, fhould in jufrice be imputed

to the errors of the time, and not of the man.
After his death, the king, following the fteps of

his brother, held the fee vacant five years, content-

ing himfelf with an excufe, which looked like

a jeft, That he only waited until he could find

another fo good a man as Anfe'm.

In the fourteenth year of this king's reign, the

We
lft>\

after their ufual manner, invaded the

Marches with great fury and deftrudtion ; but

the king, hoping to put a final end to thofe per-

petual troubles and vexations given to his king-

dom by that unquiet people, went in perfon againft

them with a powerful army ; and to prevent their

9 ufual
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ufual ftratagem of retreating to their woods and
mountains, and other faftnefTes, he ordered the

woods to be cut down, befet all their places of fe-

curity, and hunting them like wild beads, made fo

terrible a flaughter, that at length obferving them
to fling down their arms, and beg for quarter, he
commanded his foldiers to forbear ; then receiv-

ing their fubmiffions, and placing garrifons where
he thought necefiary, he returned, in great tri-

umph and fatisfaction, to London.

1 1 14. The princefs Maude being now marriage-

able, was delivered to the emperor's ambafTador j

and for a portion to the young lady a tax was
impofed of three {hillings upon every hide of land

in England^ which grew afterwards into a cuf-

tom *, and was in fucceeding times confirmed by

a£t.s of parliament, under the name of Reafonable

Aid for marrying the King's Daughter, although

levied after a different manner.

As the inftitution of parliaments in England is

agreed by feveral writers to be owing to this king,

fo the date of the firft hath been aiTigned by fome

to the fifteenth year of his reign ; which however
is not to be affirmed with any certainty : for great

councils were convoked not only in the two pre-

ceding reigns, but for time immemorial by the

* This fort of impofition was new to the Englijh ;

but was a confequence of the military tenure eftablifhed

by the Conqueror. The like aid, or fcutage, as it was

called, had been levied in cthep parts of Europe, where-

ever the feudal fyftem had taken place, as oft as the lord

of the fief had occaiion to celebrate the nuptials of his

eldeft daughter, or the knighthood of his eldeft fon.

We mould have heard of this demand earlier in Eng-

land, if any fuch occafion had happened. Maude was

the firft princefs-royal given in marriage after the con-

queft.

R 4 Saxon
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Saxon princes, who firft introduced them into

this ifland, from the fame original with the other

Gothick forms of government in moft parts of

Europe. Thefe councils or affemblies were com-
pofed according to the pleaiure of the prince who
convened them, generally of nobles and bifhops,

fbmetimes were added fome confiderable commo-
ners ; but they feldom met, except in the begin-

ning of a regin, or in times of war, until this

king came to the crown ; who being a wife and
popular prince, called thefe great affemblies upon
moft important affairs of his reign, and ever fol-

lowed their advice, which, if it proved fuccefs-

ful, the honour and advantage redounded to him,
and if otherwife, he was free from the blame

:

thus when he chofe a wife for himfelf, and a huf-

band for his daughter, when he defigned his ex-

pedition againft Robert^ and even for the election

of an archbifhop to the fee of Canterbury, he pro-

ceeded wholly by the advice of fuch general affem-

blies, fummoned for the purpofe. But the ftyle

of thefe conventions, as delivered by feveral au-

thors, is very various s fometimes it is comites,

barones, Iff clcri + ; his marriage was agreed on,

confiHo mojorum natu & magnatum terra. One au-

thor;}; calls it con/ilium principutn, Jhcerdotum> iff

reliqui populi. And for the election of an arch-

bifhop, the Saxon Chronicle fays, That he com-
manded by letters all bifhops, abbots, and thanes to

meet him at Glocejier ad prccer um conventum. Laftly,

fome affirm thefe affemblies to have been an imi-

tation of the three eftates in Normandy. I am
very fenfible how much time and pains have been

employed by feveral learned men to fearch out the

original of parliaments in England^ wherein \

f grcmpto%. £ Polydore Virgil.

doubt
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doubt they have little fatisfied others or themfelves.

I know likewife that to engage in the fame en-

quiry, would neither full my abilities nor my fub-

jecl:. It may be fufficient for my purpofe, if I

be able to give fome light into this matter, for the

curiofity of thofe who are lefs informed.

The inftitution of a {rate or commonwealth out

of a mixture of the three forms of government

received in the fchools, however it be derided as

a folecifm and abfurdity by fome late writers on
politicks, hath been very ancient in the world,

and is celebrated by the graveft authors of anti-

quity. For although the fupreme power cannot

properly be faid to be divided, yet it my be (o

placed in three feveral hands, as each to be a

check upon the other ; or formed into a balance,

which is held by him that has the executive power,

with the nobility and people in counterpoife in

each fcale. Thus the kingdom of Media is re-

prefented by Xcnophon before the reign of Cyrus ;

fo Polybiits tells us, the beft government is a mix-

ture of three forms, regno, optimatium, & populi

imperio : the fame was that of Sparta in its primi-

tive inftitution by Lycurgus, made up of reges,

feniores, & poiulus ; the like may be afferted of

Rome, Carthage, and other ftates : and the Germans

of old fell upon the fame model, from whence
the Goths their neighbours, with the reft of thofe

northern people, did perhaps borrow it. But an

afiembly of the three eftates is not properly of

Gothick inftitution : for thefe fierce people, when
upon the decline of the Roman empire they firft

invaded Europe, and fettled fo many kingdoms in

Italy, Spain, and other parts, were all heathens ;

and when a body of them had fixed themfelves in

a tract, of land left defolate by the flight or deftruc-

$ion of the natives, their military government by

time
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time and peace became civil ; the general was
king, hio great officers were hi? nobles and mini-
ilers of ftat-e, and the common ioldiers toe body of
the people ; but thefe were freemen, and had
Smaller portions of land aiTigned them. The re-

maining natives were all flaves ; the nobles were
a {landing council ; and upon affairs of great im-
portance, the freemen were likewife called by I

their reprefentatives to give their advice. By which
it appears, that the Gctbick frame of government
confifted at firft but of two ftates or aiTemb.

under the administration of a fmgle perfon. But
aiter the converfion of thefe princes and their

people to the Chriftian faith, the Church became
endowed with great poffeflions, as well by the

bounty of king?, as the arts and induftrv of the

clergy, winning upon the devotion of their new
converts : and power, by the common maxim,

r accompanying propertv, the ecxlefia'if.ick.5

began icon to giow confiderable, to form them-
felves into a body, and to call aflemblies or fynods

by their own authority, or fometimes by the

command of their princes, who in an ignorant

age had a mighty veneration for their learning as

well as piety. By fuch degrees the Church arrived

at length, bv very juftihable fk-ps, to have her

ihare in the c mmonwealth, and became a third

eftate in moft kingdoms of Europe; but thefe

lies, as we have already observed, were %

feldoni called in Emlund before the rei^n of this !

prince, nor even then were ys cum,-ofed after

me manner ; neither does it appear from the

rs who lived nearefl tc, that age, that the

people had any reprefentative at all, befide the

barons and other nobles, who did not fit in thofe

aflemblies by virtue of their b:rth or creation,

but of the lands or baronies they held. So that

the
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the prcfent constitution of the Englifi parliament

hath, by many degrees and alterations, been mo-
delled to the frame it is now in ; which alterations

I (hall obferve in the fucceeding reigns as exactly

as I can difcover them by a diligent fearch into the

hiftories of the feveral ages, without engaging in

the controverted points of law about this matter,

which would rather perplex the reader than inform

him.

1 1 1 6. But to return, Louis the Grofs king of

France, a valiant and active prince, in the flower

of his age, fucceeding to that crown about the

time that Robert was deprived of Normandy, grew
jealous of the neighbourhood and power of king

Henry , and began early to entertain defigns either

of fubduing that duchy to himfelf, or at leaft of

making a confiderable party againft the king in

favour of William fon of Robert, whom for that

end he had taken into his protection. Purfuant

to thefe intentions, he foon found an occafion for

quarrel : expoftulating with Henry, that he had

broken his promife by not doing homaae for the

duchy of Normandy, as well as by neglecting to

raze the caftle of Gifors, which was built on the

French fide of the river Epte, the common boundary

between both dominions *.

* Some years before there had been a treaty con-

cluded between France and. Nor?nandy ; wherein, among
other points, it was agreed, That the frontier town
dj'ors fhould be fequeiWed in the hands of a baron

called Payen, who was to receive into it neither Englijh,

nor Norman, nor French troops ; but in cafe it fhould

fall into the hands of either of the two kings, it was
ltipulated that the walls lhould be razed within the

fpace of forty days. Notwithflanding this, Henry ha4
feized the place ; and when called upon tofequefler it.

or elfe torav.e the walls, declined the doing either. Fa-

ther Daniel.

But
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But an Incident foon offered, which gave king
Henry a pretext of retaliating almoft in the fame
manner : for it happened that upon fome offence

taken againfr. his nephew Theobald count of Blois

by the French king, Louis in g^eat rage fent an
army to invade and ravage the earl's territories.

Theobald defended himfelf for a while with much
valour ; but at length in danger to be overpowered,

requefted aid of his uncle the king of England, who
fupported him fo effectually with men and money,
that he was able not only to defend his own coun-
try, but very much to infeft and annoy his enemy.
Thus a war was kindled between the two kings ;

Louis now openly afiertcd the title of IVilliam the

ibn of Robert, and entering into an alliance with
the earls of Flanders and Anjou, began to concert

meafures for driving king Henry out of Normandy.
The king having timely intelligence of his

enemy's defigns, began with great vigour and dif-

patch to prepare himfelf for war : he raifed, with

much difficulty and difcontent of his people, the

greateft tax that had ever been known in England ;

and paffing over into Normandy with a mighty
army, joined his nephew Theobald. The king of

France, who had entertained hopes that he fhould

over run the duchy before his enemy could arrive,

advanced with great fecurity towards the frontiers

of Normandy ; but obferving an enemy of equal ^

number and force already prepared to engage him, \
he fuddenly fropt his march. The two armies

freed one another for fome hours, neither fide

offering battle ; the reft of the day was fpent in light

fkirmifhes begun by the French, and repeated for

iome days following with various fuccefs ; but the

remainder of the year paffed without any confide-

x-ble aiStion.

1 1 19.
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1 1 ig At length the violence of the two princes

brought it to a battle : for Louis, to give a repu-

tation to his arms, advanced towards the frontiers

of Normandy, and after a fhort fiege took Gut
Nicaife *

; there the king met him, and the fight

began, which continued with great obftinacy

on both fides for nine hours. The French army
was divided into two bodies, and the EngUJh into

three ; by which means, that part where the kin"
fought in perfon, being attacked by a fuperior

number, began to give way ; and William Crjfpin,

a Norman baron, {inkling out the king of England
(whofe fubje£t he had been, but bar.ifhed for trca-

fon) ftruck him twice on the head with fo much
violence, that the blood guihed out of his mouth.
The king inflamed with rage and indignation,

dealt fuch furious blows, that he ftruck down fe-

veral of his enemies, and Crifpln among the reft,

who was taken prifoner at his horfe's feet. The
foldiers encouraged by the valour of their prince,

rallied and fell on wiih frefh vigour, and the

victory feemed doubtful, when William the fon of
king Henry, to whom his father had intruded the

third body of his army, which had not yet eno-a^ed,

fell on with this frefh refer ve upon the enemv, who
was already very much harrafied with the toil of
the day : this quickly decided the matter ; for the

French, though valiantly fighting, were overcome,
with the (laughter of feveral thoufand men ; their

king quitted the field, and withdrew to Andeli ;

but the king of England recovering Gue Nicaifet

returned triumphant to Rouen.

This important victory was followed by the

.defection of the earl of Anjou to king Henry, and

* At that time reckoned an important fortrefs or. the

fi-.er $fter

7 the
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the earl of Flanders fell in the battle ; by which
the king of France was at once deprived of two-

powerful allies. However, by the interceflion of
the former, a peace was foon after made between
both crowns. William the king's fon did homage
to Louis for the dukedom of Normandy ; and the

other William, following the fortunes of his father,

was left to his pretenfions and complaints.

It is here obfervable, that from this time until

Wales was fubdued to the Englijh crown, the eldeft

fons of England were called dukes of Normandy,
as they are now princes of Wales.

1 1 20 The king having ftaid fome time in Nor-
mandy, for the fettlement of his duchy after the

calamities and confufions of a war, returned to

England, to the very great fatisfa£tion of his peo-

ple and himfelf. He had enlarged his dominions

by the conquer! of Normandy; he had fubdued all

his competitors, and forced even the king of

France, their great protector, after a glorious

victory, to his own conditions of a peace; he

was upon very good terms with the pope, who'

had a great efteem and friendfhip for his perfon,

and made him larger conceflions than was ufual

from that fee, and in thofe ages. At home he

was refpedted by the clergy, reverenced by the

nobles, and beloved by the people ; in his family

he was blefTed with a fon of much hopes, juft

growing to years of manhood, and his daughter

was an emprefs ; fo that he feemed to pofTefs as

great a (hare of happinefs as human life is capable

to admit. But the felicity of man depends upon

a conjunction of many circumftances, which are

all fubject to various accidents, and every fingle

accident is able to diflblve the whole contexture

;

which truth was never verified more than in this

prince, who by one domeftic misfortune, not to

be
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be prevented or forefeen, found all the pleafure

an:! content he propofed to himfelf by his pru-

dence, his induftry, and his valour, wholly dif-

appointed and deftroyed : for William the young
prince had embarked at Barjleur fome time after

his father, the mariners being all drunk, fuffered

the fhip to run upon a rock, where it was dafhed t3

pieces : the prince made a fhift to get into the

boat, and was making to the fhore, until forced

back by the cries of his fifter, whom he received

into the boat, lo many others crowded in at the fame

time, that it was immediately overturned. There
perifhed, befsde the prince, a- natural fon and

daughter of the king's, his niece, and many other

perfons of quality, together with all their atten-

dants and fervants, to the number of a hundred

and forty, behdes fifty mariners, but one perfon

efcaping.

Although the king furvived this cruel misfor-

tune many years, yet he could never recover his

former humour, but grew melancholy and morofej

-however, in order to provide better for the peace

and fettlement of the kingdom after his death,

about five months after the lofs of his fon, his

former queen having died three years before, he

married Adclais, a beautiful young lady of the

family oi Lorrain *, in hopes of iflue by her, but

never had any.

The death of the prince gave occafion to fome

new troubles in Normandy ; for the earls of Men-
lant and Evreux, Hugh de Montfort, and other

aflbciates, began to raife infurreclions there,

which were thought to be privately fomented by
the French king, out of enmity to king Henry,

* She was daughter of Godfrey duke of Lowvain, or

the Lower Lorraht,

and
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and in favour of TVilliam the fon of Robert, to

whom the earl of Anjou had lately given

1 124 his daughter in marriage. But JVilliam of

Tankerville, the king's lieutenant in Nor-
mandy, furprizing the enemy's forces by an am-
bufh, intirely routed them, took both the earls

prisoners, and fent one of them (Meulant) to his

mafter ; but the count cHEvreux made his efcape.

1 1 26. King Henry having now loft hope of

iffue by his new queen, brought with him, on his

return to England, his daughter Maude, who by
the emperor's death had been lately left a widow
and childlefs ; and in a parliament or general

aiTembly which he had fummoned at Windfor, he
caufed the crown to be fettled on her and her

children, and made all his nobles take a folemn

oath to defend her title. This was performed by
none with fo much forwardnefs as Stephen earl of

Boulogne, who was obferved to {hew a more than

ordinary zeal in the matter. This young lord

was the king's nephew, being fecond fon of the

earl of Blois by Adela the Conqueror's daughter

:

he was in high favour with the king his uncle,

who had married him to the daughter and heirefs

of the earl of Boulogne, given him great polTef-

fions in England, and made him indeed too pow-
erful for a (ubjeft.

The king having thus fixed the fucceffion of th«

crown in his daughter by an aft of fettlement and
an oath of fealtv, looked about to provide her

with a fecond hufband, and at length determined

his choice in G'ojfry Playiiagenet earl of Anjou, the

Ion of Fulk lately deceafed.

This prince, vvhofe dominions confined on
France and Normandy, was ufually courtcJ for an
ally by both kings in their feveral quarrels ; but

having little faith 01 honour, he never fcrupled to

change
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change fides as often as he faw or conceived it for

his advantage. After the great victory over the

Frencb> he clofed in with king Henry, and gave

his daughter to the young prince William -, yet at

the fame time, by the privare encouragement of

Louis, he prevailed on the king of England to bz
eafy in the conditions of a peace. Upon the un-
fortunate lofs of the prince, and the troubles in

Normandy thereupon, he fell again from the king,

gave his other daughter to IViliiam the fon of

Robert, and {truck up with France to take that

prince again into protection. But dying foon

after, and leaving his fon Geoffry to fucceed in that

earldom, the king Was of opinion he could not

any where beftow his daughter with more advan-

tage, both for the fecurity and enlargement of his

dominions, than by giving her to this earl ; by
which marriage Anjou would become an acquifitiori

to Normandy, and this be a more equal match to fo

formidable a neighbour as France. In a fhort tims

the marriage was concluded; and this earl Geoffy
had the honour to introduce into the royal family

of England the furname of PIa>it<:genet, borne by
fo many fucceeding kings, which began with
H^nry IT. who was the eldeft fon of this marriage.

But the king of France was in great difcontent

at this match : he eafily forefaw the difmal confe-

quences to himfelf and his fucceftors from fuch an
increafe of dominion united to the crown of "Eng-

land: he knew whit impreffi' ns might be made in

future times to the making of his throne by an
afpiring and warlike ki:>g, if they fhduld happen
in a weak reign, or upon any great difcoritents

in that kingdom. Which conjectures being highly

reafonable (and fiuce often verified by events
J
he

caft about to find fome way of driving the king of

England intirely out oi France j but having neither

Vol. VI. S pretext
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pretext nor flomach in the midfl: of a peace to

begin an open and formal quarrel, there fell oat

an accident which gave him plaufible occafion of

purfuing his defign.

Charles the Good earl of Flanders having been

lately murdered by fome of his fubjects, upon pri-

vate revenge, the king of France went in perfon

to take revenge of the afiaffins ; which he per-

formed with great juftice and honour. But the

late earl leaving no heir of his body, and feveral

competitors appearing to difpute the fucceflion,

Louis rejected fome others who feemed to have a

fairer title, and adjudged it to William the fon of

Robert^ the better to fecure him to his interefts

upon any defign he might engage in againft the

king of England. Not content with this, he
aflifted the earl in perfon, fubdued his rivals, and

left him in peaceable pofTeffion of his new domi-

nion.

King Henry, on the other fide, was very appre-

henfive of his nephew's greatnefs, well knowing
to what end it was directed ; however, he feemed

not to regard it, contenting himfelf to give the

earl employment at home by privately nourishing

the difcontents of kis new fubjects, and abetting

underhand another pretender : for William had (a

iiuirely lott the hearts of his people, by his into-

lerable avarice and exactions, that the principal

towns in Flanders revolted from him, and invited

tie earl of Alface to be their governor. But
the king of France gcneroufly refolved to appear

once more in his defence, and took his third ex-

pedition into Flanders for that purpofe. He had
marched as far as Arto's, when he was fuddenly

recalled to defend his own dominions from the

fury of a powerful and provoked invader : for

Hairy king of England, moved with indignation
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to fee the French king in the midfl: of a peace fo

frequently and openly fupporting his moil dange-

rous enemy, thought it the beft way to divert

Louis from kindling a fire againft him abroad, by
forcing him to ejvtinguiih one at home : he there-

fore entered into the bowels of France, ravaging

and laving wafte all before him, and quickly

grew fo formidable, that the French king to pur-

chafe a peace was forced to promife never more
to aflift or favour the earl of Flanders ; however,

as it fell out, this article proved to be wholly

needlefs ; for the young earl foon after gave battle

to Thierrie, and put his whole army to the rout ;

but purfuing his viclory, he received a wound in

his wrift, which by the unfkilfulnefs of a furgeon,

coft him his life *.

This one flight inconfiderable accident did, in

all probability, put a (top to very -great events ;

for if that young prince had furvived his viclory,

it is hardly to be doubted but through the juftnefs

of his caufe, the reputation of his valour, and the

affiftance of the king of France, he would in a

little time have recovered Normandy, and perhaps

his father's liberty, which were the two defigns

he had in agitation ; nor could he well have

miffed the crown of England after the king's death,

who was now in his decline, when he had fo fair

a title, and no competitors in view but a woman
and an infant.

1 1 29. Upon the king's return from Normandy,

a greac council of the clergy was held at London,

for the punilhing of priefts who lived in concu-

* The lance patted through or under the ball of his

thumb into his wrift. The wound gangrening, he died

within five days.

S 2 bkage,
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bin?ge \, which was the great grievance of the

Church in thofe 2ges, and had been condemned
by

4- For celibacy was now placed among the firft of

ecclefiaftic virtues. Not concubines only but wives

were deemed a reproach to the facred order ; and ca-

nons were made for inflicting equal punilhments on
clergymen who cohabited with either : nay, the wives

of prieits were denied to be wive.-, and degraded into

the rank of concubines.

At fome preceding councils in this reign, fevere de-

crees pailed to retrain ecclefiaftics from matrimony, and
to chaftife thofe who being married ihould neglect to re-

pudiate their wives. If a priefil, deacon, fuhdeacon &c.

ihould fuffer am ivoman, except a mother,fifter, aunt cr pcr-

Jon equally unffpecied, to dwell in the houfe with him, he

was to be puniihed with lofs ofbenefice and lofs ofhis or-

der, and the cencu binary or iufpetted female to be ar-

reted, difciplintd, or reduced to be ajla<ve. \Concil. Lond.

anno i i 26. c. 1 3.

—

Wejlmcnafl. anno 1 1 27. c. : , -.
J Thcle

were laws which the policy of Rome lugger!ed, but

which the king and lay barons might not fully ap-

prove. They were laws that could not, however, be

put generally in execution, conildering rhe number and
power of the married clergy at this time (to whofe

claim of the honourable and undifikd bed the iaft blow

had not yet been given) without the aid and concur-

rence of the civil power : the king feemed ready to co-

operate, and found his advantage in fo doing In the

very beginning of his reign, he was remarkably adrive

'in enforcing the new canons againit clerical inconri-

nency, by levying fines on the tranfgreffors, without

waiting for their conviction in an ecclefiaftical court,

or rather in lieu of the penalties which fuch court

might inflict.

1 his was thought an invafion cf the fpiritual power,

and befides a motive of avarice was fuppofed to lurk;

under the zeal he pretended for the chaftity of the

Church. Anfelm, though lately reftored to royal favour.

4 \mA
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by fevera! canons. This aflcmbly thinking to

take a more effectual courle againft that abomina-

tion, as it was called, decreed fevere penalties

upon thofe who mould be guilty of breaking it,

inti eating the king to fee the law put in execution ;

which he very readily undertook, but performed

otherwife than was expected, eluding the force of

the law by an evafion to his own advantage : for

exacting fines of the delinquent priefts, he fuffered

t
hem to keep their concubines without further

and to the poflefiion of the revenues of his fee, could

not brook fuch proceedings : he difpatched out of Nor~
ma*tdy a chiding epiftle to the king. A fhort extract

from it may (hew the fpirit of the man, and the liyle

in which bifhops durft admoniih their fovereigns. ''Au-
*' dio qucd veftra excel lentia vindiftam exercet fuper
" prclbyteros Anglia?, et forisfacluram exigit ab iis qui
" non fervaverunt prxceptum concilii, quod ego cum
" vgftro favore teriui apud Lundoniam cum aliis epif-

" copis, <5c. quod haclenus inauditum & inufitatum
'* in ecclefia Dei de ullo rege & de aliquo principe.

" Non enim pertinet—hujufmodi culpam vindicate,
" nifi ad fingulos epifcopos— aut, fi & epifcO; i in hoc
" negligentes fuerint, adarchiepifcopum & primatem-«-

" precor igitur—& coniulo,— ne vos contra ecclefi-

" aiticam confuetudinem in tarn grave peccatum mit-
" tatis -- dico enim vobis, quod valde timere debetis,
'• quod pecunia talker accepta—non adjuvabit terrena
** negotia ; uttaceam, quantum noceat anima-, quan-
'* turn poftea perturbabk." The king, after fuch an

increpation, was cautious of interfering with ecclefia-

ftical difcipline Frefh fynods threw out more invec-

tives and fiercer menaces againft the concubinage, under

which term was included the marriage of clerks ; but

the evil was ftill unremoved. Thus matters itood be-

fore the opening of the council of Lotidon in ii?q,

whofe impolitic management is here cenfured by Dr,

Swift.
y

S 3 «Ufturbancc,
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difturbance. A very unaccountable flep in fo wife

a body for their own concernments, as the clergy

of thofe times is lookt upon to have been ; and

although perhaps the fadr. be not worth recording,

it may ferve as a leflbn to all aflemblies never to

truft the execution of a law in the hands of thofe

who will find it more to their interefts to fee it

broken than obferved *".

1 132. The emprefs Maude was now happily

delivered of a fon, who was afterwards king of

England by the name of Henry the Second : and

* The king might now, it feems. animadvert upon
licentious and married prielrs without fear of a primate's

reprimand; the Church itfelf had refigned this branch
of her difcipline to him: but he was far from anfwer-

ing the warm expectations of the advocates for celibacy,

indeed he exacted from iuch as trefpafTed againit

the canons : this was a happy expedient for replenifh-

ing his coffers ; but when thofe fines had been paid by
clerks under cer.fure, he connived at their retaining

1, and indulged them the protection of the civil

power. For we muft not fay with Alfred and other N

jefuits, that he connived at th_-ir keeping ftrumpets,

notwithstanding that the termfocaria; ufed by

. may feern to favour iuch reproach. Uxores is

the appellation exprefsly given to thcie fparedand pitied

domeiticks by Hettr .':;;. the Annals
of Morgan and o\ H'averky, and the Chronicon of He-
nrngford. [See Collier, Eccl. Hijl. vol. i. p. 522.] Jf

it was an overfight in the clergy to intruft. the king
with 'the execution of their laws again!! concubinage,

Henry however acted on this cccafion, the good politi-

cian, by difpeniing with thofe who could not bear a

feparation from their wives. It was not his bufinefs to

extir.guiih connubial love, ordeftroy family connexions

in that order. A married clergy, he might reafonably

imagine, would never become flaves to Rcme, nor con-

folre with any pope to fubvert the civil constitution.

the
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the king calling a parliament, bad the oath of

fealty repeated by the nobles and clergy to her

and her iflue, which in the compafs of three years

they all broke or forgot.

1
1 34. I think it may deferve a place in this

hiftory to mention the laft fcene of duke Robert's

life, who, either through the poornefs or great-

nefs of fpirit, having outlived the lofs of his

honour, his dominions, his liberty, his eye-fight,

and his only fon, was at laft forced to fink under

the load of eighty years, and mufl be allowed for

the greateft example either of infenfibility or con-

tempt of earthly things, that ever appeared in a

fovereign or private perfon. He was a prince

hardly equalled by any in his time for valour,

conduct, and courtefy ; but his ruin began from

the eafinefs of his nature, which whoever knew
how to manage, were fure to be refufed nothing

they could alk. By fuch profufion he was reduced

.to thofe unhappy expedients of remitting his rights

for a penfion, of pawning his town?, and mul-

tiplying taxes, which brought him into hatred and

contempt with his fubjeits ; neither do I think

any virtue fo little commendable in a fovereign as

that of liberality, where it exceeds what his ordi-

nary revenues can fupply ; where it partes thofe

bounds, his fubjecls mull all be opprefied to fhew

his bounty to a few flatterers, or he muft fell his

towns,. or bafely renounce his rights, by becoming

penfioner to fome powerful prince in the neigh-

bourhood ; all which we have lived to fee per-

formed by a late monarch in our own time and

country.

1
1 35. Since the reduction of Normandy to the

king's obedience, he found it neceflary for his

affairs to fpend in that duchy fome part of his time

S 4 aimoft
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almofl every year, and a little before the death of

Robert he made his laft voyage there. It was ob-
servable in this prince, that having fome years

paft very narrowly efcaped fhipwreck in his paflage

from Normandy into Englandy the fenfe of his

danger had made very deep impreflions on his

mind, which he difcovered by a gieat reformation

in his life, by red retting feveral grievances, and
doing many acls of piety ; and to fhew the fteadi-

jiefs of his refolutions, he kept them to the Jafr,

making a progreis tHiough moft parts of Normandy^
treating his fubje&s in all places with great fami-

liarity and kindnefs, granting their petitions,

eafing their taxes, and, in a word, giving all

pomble marks of a religious, wife, and gracious

prince.

Returning to St. Dcnys le Ferment from his pro-

grefs a little indifpofed, he there fell into a fever

upon a furfeit of lamprey, which in a few days

ended his life. His body was conveyed to England^

and buried at Reading in the abbey-church him-

jfelf had founded.

It is hard to afHrrn any thing peculiar of this

prince's character; thole authors who have at-

tempted it mentioning very little but what was com-
mon to him with thousands of other men ; neither

have they recorded any of thofe perfonal circum-

stances or paiTages, which only can difcover fuch

qualities of the mind as moft diifinguifh one man
from another. Thefe defects may perhaps appear

in the ftories of many fucceeding kings ; which
makes me hope I {hall not be altogether blamed

for femetimes difappointing the reader in a point

wherein I could wifh to be the mod: exadl.

As to his perfon, he is defcribed to be of mid-

dle flature ; his body ftrong fet and flefhy ; his

hair
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hair black; his eyes large; his countenance

amiable, and very pleafant, efpecially when he

was merry. He was temperate in meat and drink,

and a hater of effeminacy, a vice or folly much
complained of in his time, efpecially that tircum-

france of long artificial hair, which he forbad

upon fevere penalties. His three principal virtues

were prudence, valour, and eloquence. Thefe
were counterbalanced by three ereru vices ; ava-

rice, cruelty, and luit ; of which thefirft is proved

by the frequency of his taxes ; the fecond by his

treatment of duke Robert ; and the laft was noto-

rious. But the proof of his virtues doth not de-

pend on fingle inftances, manifefting themfelves

through the whole courfe of a long reign, which
was hardly attended by any misfortune that pru-

dence, juliicc, or valour could prevent. He came
to the crown at a ripe age, when he had paffed

thiity years, having learned, in his private life,

to ftruggle with hardfhips, whereof he had his

(bare, from the capricioufnefs and injustice of both

his brothers ; and by obfervin? their failures, he

had lea.'ned to avoid them in himfelf, being Heady

and uniform in his whole conduit, which were

qualities they both feemed chiefly to want. This

likewife made him fo very tenacious as he was

oh erved to be in hi love and hatred. He was

a ftrict. obferver of juii e, which he feems never

to have violated, but in that particular cafe, which
political cafuifts are pleafed to difpenfe with,

where ihe difpute is about a crown. In that he \

* » * * $

t t
T ere the fentence breaks ofFfnort, and is left un-

finiftied.

Confider
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Confider him as a private man, he was per-

haps the moft accomplished perfon of his age,

having a facetious wit, cultivated by learning,

and advanced with a great mare of natural elo-

quence, which was his peculiar talent: and it

was no doubt the fenfe he had of this laft perfec-

tion in himfelf, that put him fo often upon calling

together the great councils of the nation, where
natural oratory is of moft figure as well as ufe.
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The R E I G N of

STEPHEN.
T H E veneration which people are fuppofed

naturally to pay to a right line, and a lawful title

in their kings, muft be upheld by a long uninter-

rupted fucceflion, otherwife it quickly lofes opi-

nion, upon which the ftrength of it, although

not the juftice, is entirely founded : and where
breaches have been already made in the lineal de-

fcent, there is little fecurity in a good title (though

confirmed by promiies and oaths) where the law-

ful heir is abfent, and a popular afpiring preten-

der near at hand. This, I think, may pais for a

maxim, if any confequences drawn from hiftory

can pretend to be called fo, having been verified

fucceflively three times in this kingdom, I mean by
the two preceding kings, and by the prince

whofe reign we are now writing. Neither can
this obfervation be juftly controuled by any in-

ftances brought of future princes, who being ab-

fent at their predeceflbr's death, have peaceably

fucceeded, thecircumftanccs being very different in

every cafe, either by the weaknefs or juftice of

pretenders, or elfe by the long eftablifhment of

lineal fucceflion.

1 135. Stephen earl of Boulogne, whofe defcent

hath been already fhewn in the foregoing reign,

was the fecondof three brothers, whereof the eldeft

was Theobald earl of Blois, a fovereign prince, and

Henry the youngeft was bifhop of Wiuche/ier, and
pope's legate in England. At the time of king

Htnry'% death, his daughter the emprefs was with

2 her
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her hufband the earl of Jnjou, a gra*e and can-.

tious prince, altogether unqualified for fudden

enterprizes : but e.rl Stephen, who had attended

the king in his laft expedition, made lb great c,l-

patch for England*, that the council had not

time to meet and make any declaration about a

fucceiTor. When the lords were aiTemblcd, the

legate had already, by his credit and influence

among them, brought over a great party to his

brother's interefts ; and the earl himielf. knowing
with what fuccefs the like methods were uled bv
his two laft predecelTors, was very liberal of hs
promifes to amend the laws, fupport the church,

and redrefs grievances : for all which the bifhop

undertook to be guarantee. And thus was Stephen

elected by thofe very perfons who had fo latejy,

and in fo folemn a manner, more than once fworn

fealty to another.

The motives whereby the nobility was fwaved

to proceed after this manner, were obvious enough.

There had been a perpetual ftruggle between them
and their former kings in the defence of their li-

berties ; for the fecurity whereof, thev thought a

king elected without other title, would be readier

to enter into any obligations, and being held in

conftant dependance, would be lefs tempted to

break them : therefore, as at his co onat ; o.i they

obtained full fecurity by his taking new and addi-

tional oaths in favour of their liberties, their oa-h

of fealty to him was but conditional, to be of

force no longer than he fhould be true to thofe

ftipulations.

* Stephen was at Bculcgne when he received the news
of Hinry*s death. The lords prefent with the king at

the time of his deceafe, were the carls of Glocefer. Sur-

ry, and Lcicejler ; the counts of Mortagiic and Meulant,

and feme governors of caftles.

But
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But other reafons were contrived and given

out to fatisfy the people : they ^ere told it was an

indignity for <b noble a nation to be governed by

a woman ; that the late king had promifed to

marry his daughter within the realm, and by con-

fentof parliament, neither of which was obferved :

and laftiy, Hugh Bigod, fteward to Icing Henry,

took a voluntary oath, before the archbifhop of

Canterbury, that his mafter, in his laft ficknefs,

had, upon ibme difpleafure, difinherited his daugh-

ter.

He received the crown with one great advan-

tage that could heft enable him to preferve it

:

th :

s was the poffeffion of his uncle's treafures, a-

moun'ing to one hundred rhoufand pounds, and

reckoned as a prodigious fum in thofe days ; by

the help of which, without ever raifing one tax

upon the people, he defended an unjuft title againft:

the lawful heir during a perpetual conteft of al-

m< ft twenty years.

In order to defend himfelf againft any fudden

invafion, which he had caufe enough to expect,

he gave 2 II men licence to build caftles upon their

lands, which proved a very mi (taken piece of po-

liticks, although grounded upon fome appearance

of reafon. The king fuppofed that no invader

would venture to advance into the heart of his

coUntrv without reducing every caftle in his way,

which muft be a work of much time and diffi-

culty, ru»r would be able to afford men to block

them up, and fecure his retreat : which way of

arguing mav be good enough to a prince of an

unJifputed title, and entirely in the hearts of his

fuMe&s : but numerous caftles are ill defenders

of >n ufurpation, being the common retreat of

malecontents, where they can fly with fecurity,

aud difcover their affect'.ons as they pleafe : by

whicfj
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which means the enemy, although beaten In the

field, may ftill preferve his footing in the bowels

of a country j may wait fupplies from abroad,

and prolong a war for many years : nor, while he

is mafter of any caftles, can he ever be at mercy
by any fudden misfortune ; but may be always in

a condition of demanding terms for himfelf. Thefe,
and many other effects of fo pernicious a counfel,

the king found through the whole courfe of his

reign ; which was entirely fpent in fieges, revolts,

furprizes, and furrenders, with very few battles,

but no decilive action : a period of much mifery

and confufion, which affords little that is memor-
able for events, or ufeful for the inftruction of

pofterity.

1
1
36. The firfr, confiderable enemv that ap-

peared againft him was David king of Scots, who
having taken the oath of fealty to Maude and her

iffuc, being further engaged by the ties of blood,

and ftirred up through the perfuafions of 'feveral

Englijh nobjes, began to take up arms in her

caufe ; and invading the northern parts, took

CarliJIe and .Neivcajile ; but upon the king-'s fpeeciy

approach with his forces, a peace was prefently

made, and the towns reftered. However, the

Scottifo prince would, by no means, renounce his

fidel ity to the emprefs, by paying homage to Ste-

phen ; fo that an expedient was found to have it

performed by his eideft Ion : in confideration of

which the king gave, or rather reftored, to him
the earJdom of Huntington.

Upon his return to London from this expedition,

he happened to fall fick of a lethargy, and it was
confidently given out that he was dead. This
report was, with great induftrv and artifice, dif-

perfed by his enemies, which quickly difcovered

the ill inclination of feveral loids, who, although

they
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they never believed the thing, yet made ufe of it

for an occafion or pretext to fortify their caftles,

which they refufed to furrender to the king him-
felf ; but Stephen was refolved, as he faid, to con-

vince them that he was alive and well ; for com-
ing againft them before he was expected, he re-

covered Exeter, Norwich *, and other fortified

places, although not without much difficulty.

It is obvious enough to wonder how a prince

of fo much valour, and other excellent endow-
ments, elected by the church and ftate, after a
compliance with all conditions they could impofe

on him, and in an age when fo little regard was
had to the lineal defcent, laftly confirmed by the
pope himfelf, mould be loon deferted and op-
posed by thofe very perfons who had been the

mod: inftrumental to promote him. But, befide

his defective title, and the undiftinguifned liberty

of building caftles, there were three circumftances

which very much contributed to thofe perpetual

revolts of the nobles againft him : firft, that upon
his coming to the crown he was very liberal in dif-

tributing lands and honours to feveral young gen-
tlemen^of noble birth, who came to make their

court, whereby he hoped to get the reputation of

a generous prince, and to ftrengthen his party a-
gainft the emprefs : but by this encouragement, the

number of pretenders quickly grew too faft upon,

him ; and when he had granted all he was able,

he was forced to difmifs the reft with promifes

and excufes, who, either out of envy or difcon-

tent, or elfe to mend their fortunes, never failed

to become his enemies upon the firft occafion that

offered. Second'v, when he had reduced feveral

caftles and towns which bad given the firft exam-

* Hugh Bigod had feized Norwich caftle.

pie



( 272 )

pie of defection from him, he hardly infli&ed tho

leaft punifhment on the authors ; which unfea-

fonable mercy, that in another prince and another

a2,e would have been called greatnefs of fpirit^

paffed in him for pufillanimity and fear, and
is reckoned, by the writers of thofe times, to

h : ve been the caufe of many fucceeding revolts.

The third circumirance was of a different kind :

fcr, obfer\ing how little good effect he had found

by his liberality and indulgence, he would needs

try the other extream, which u as not his talent.

He began to infringe the articles of his charter ;

to recal or difown the promifes he had made ; and

to rcpulfe petitioners with rough treatment, which
was the more unacceptable by being new and un-

expected.

1
1 37. Mean time the earl of Anjou, who was

not in a condition to affert his wife's title to Eng-

land, hearing Stephen was employed at home, en-

tered Normandy with fmall force, and found it no
d.fncult matter to feize feveral towns. The Nor-
r/.ans, in the prefent difti action of affairs, rot

well knowing what prince to obey, at laft fent

an invitation to Theobald earl of blois, king Ste-

phen's eldeft brother, to accept their dukedom
upon the condition of protecting them from the

prefent infults of the earl of Anjou. Eut before

this matter could come to an iffue, Stephen, who,
upon reduction of the towns already mentioned,

had found a {hcrt interval of quiet from his Eng-

JiJJ) fubjects, ar.ived with unexpected fpeed into

Normandy ; where Geaffry of Anjou foon fled be-

fore him, and the whole duchy came over to b;«

obedience ; for the further fettlement whereof he

made peace with the king of France \ conflituted

his fon EuJ1o.ee duke of Normandy ; and made him
fvvear fealty to that prince, and do him homage.

His brothtr Theobald, who began to expostulate

upon
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upon this difappointment, he pacified with a pen-
lion of two thoufand marks *

: and even the earl

of Anjou himfelf, who in right of his wife, made
demands of Stephen for the kingdom of Enoland^

finding he was no equal match at prefent, was
perfuaded to become his penfioner for five thou-

fand more f.

Stephen, upon his return to England, met wifh
an account of new troubles from the north ; for

the king of Scots, under pretence of obferving his

oath of fealty to the emprefs, infcfied the bor-

ders, and frequently making cruel inroads, plun-
dered and laid wafte all before him.

1
1
38. In order to revenge this bafe and perfidi-

ous treatment, the king, in hi: march northward,
fat down before Bedford, and took it after a fiege

of twenty days. This town was part of the earl-

dom of Huntington, given by Stephen in the late

peace to the eldeft fon of the Scottijh king, for

for which the young prince did homage to him;
and it was upon that account defended by a gar-

rifon of Scots. Upon intelligence of this fun-en

-

der, king David, overcome with fury, entered

Northumberland, where, letting loofe the rage of
his foldiers, he permitted and encouraged them to

commit all manner of inhumanities ; which they
performed in fo execrable a manner as would
icarce be credible, if it were not attefted by al-

moft the univerfal confent of writers : they ript

up women with child, drew oat the infants, and

* The mark of Normandy is to be underftood here.

Such a penilon in that age was equivalent to one of

3 i,oco /. Sterling in the prefent.

f Five thoufand marks of iilver coin was, in this

reign, of the fame value as the fum of 77,500 /. mo-
dern currency, is now. Here again the Normanic Mark
feems to be ufed.

Vol. VI. T toffed
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tofled them upon the points of their lances : they

murdered prieits before the altars; then cutting

the heads from off the crucifixes, in their ftead

f>ut on the heads of thole they had murdered :

with many other inftances of monftrous barbarity

too foul to relate : but cruelty being ufually at-

tended with cowardice, this perfidious prince,

upon the approach of king Stephen, fled into place*

of fecurity. The king of England, finding no
enemy on whom to employ his revenge, marched
forward into the country, deftroying with fire

and fvvord all the fouthern parts ; and would, in

all probability, have made terrible impreflions into

the heart of Scotland, if he had not been fuddenly

recalled by a more dangerous fire at home, which
had been kindled in his abfence, and was now
broken out into a flame.

Robert earl of Glocefler, natural fon of the late

king, came into England fome time after the ad-

vancement of Stephen to the crown ; and, yield-

ing to the neceffity of the time, took the oath of
fealty upon the fame condition ufed by the other

nobles, to be of force fo long as the king fhould

keep his faith with him, and preferve his dignity

inviolate : but, being in his heart wholly devoted

to the interefls ot the emprefs hisfifter, and moved
by the perfuafions of feveral religious men, he
had, with great fecrecy and application, fo far

pradtifed upon the levity or difcontents of feveral

lords, as to gain them to his party : for the king

had, of late, very much alienated the nobles

againfr him ; firft, by feizing feveral of their per-

fons, and difpoflefTing them of their lands ; and,

fecondly, by taking into his favour William D'Ypresy

a FUmijb commander of noble birt , but ba-

nifhed by his prince. This man, with many of

his followers, the king employed chiefly both in

his
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his councils and his armies, and made him earl

of Kent, to the great envy and difpleafure of his

Englijh fubje&s. The earl of Glocejier, therefore,

and his accomplices, having prepared all things

necefTary for an infurrection, it was agreed among
them, that while the king v/as engaged againft:

the Scots, each of them mould fecure what towns
and caftles they could, and openly declare for the

emprefs. Accordingly earl Robert fuddenly fortified

himlelf in Brijiol ; the reft followed his example ;

Hereford, Sbrewjbury, Ludlow, Dover*, and many
other places, were feized by feveral lords, and
the defection grew fo formidable, that the king,

to his great grief, was forced to leave his Scottijh

expedition unfinifhed, and return with all pof-

fible fpeed to fupprefs the rebellion begun by his

fubje&s : having firft left the care of the north to

Thurjla? archbifhop of York ; with orders carefully

to obferve the motions of the Sects.

Whilft the king was employed in the fouth in

reducing his difcontented lords, and their caftles,

to his obedience, David, prefurning upon the dif-

tance between them, re-entered England with

more numerous forces, and greater defigns, than

before: for, without lofing more time than what
was necefTary to pillage and deftroy the country

as he marched, he refolved to befiege York, which,

if he could force to furrender, would ferve as a

convenient frontier againft the Englifo. To this

* Robert earl of Glocefier had been intrufled by Ste-

phen with the cuflody of Dover Cattle : but Robert ly-

ing now under heavy fufpicion, the king refolved to

fecure that important fortrefs by force, fent Matilda

his queen to lay fiege to it ; to whom, after fome

defence, Walchelin
:
the deputy-governor, furrendered

it.

T 2 fnd
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end, advancing near the city, and having pitched

his tents, he fat down before it with his whole
army. In the mean time archbifhop Thurjion,

having already furrsmoned the nobles and gentry

of the {hire and parts adjacent, had, by powerful

perfuafions, incited them to defend their country

againft a treacherous, bloody, and reftiefs enemy :

fo that before the king of Scotland could make any
progrefs in the fiege, the whole power of the

north was united againft him, under the earl of
Allemarle, and fcveral other nobles. Archbifhop
Thurjhn happening to fall fick, could not go in

perfon to the army, but fent the bifhop of Dur-
ha?n in his ftead ; by whofe encouragements the

Englijh, although in number far inferior, advanced

boldy towards the enemy, and offered them bat-

tle, which was as readily accepted by the Sects,

who, fending out a party of hcrfe to fecure the

rifing ground, were immediately attacked by the

Englijh, and, after a fharp difpute, entirely de-

feated. In the heat of the battle the king of

Scots, and his fon Henry earl of Huntington, gave

many proofs of great perfonal valour. The young
prince fell with fuch fiercenefs upon a body of

the Englijh, tint he utterly broke and difperfed

them ; and was purfuing his victory, when a cer-

tain man, bearing aloft the head of an enemy he

had cut off, cried out, It was the head of the

Scoitijh king, which being heard and believed on
both fides, the Englt/h, who had lately fled, ral-

lied again, attainting their enemies with new vi-

gour ; the Sects, en the other fide, difcouraged by

the fuppofed death of their prince, began to turn

their backs : the king and his fon ufed all endea-

vours to flop their flight, and made feveral brave

{lands againft the enemy ; but the greatefl part of

their army being fled, and thcmielves almoft en-

compafTed,
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compafifed, they were forced to give way to for-

tune, and with much difficulty made their efcape.

The lofs on the Englijb fide was inconfiderable ;

but of Scots, by general confcnt of writers, ten

thoufand were flain. And thus ended the war of
the Standard, as it was ufually called by the au-

thors of that age, becaufe the Englijb, upon a

certain engine, raifed the maft of a fliip, on the

top whereof, in a filver box, they put the confe-

crated wafer, and faftened the ftandards of St.

Peter and other faints : this gave them courage,

by remembring they were to fight in the prefence

of God ; and ferved likewife for a mark where to

re-affemble when they fhould happen to be dif-

perfed by any accident or misfortune.

1
1 39. Mean time the king was equally fuccefs-

ful againft his rebellious lords at home, having

taken moft of their caftles and ftrong holds, and
the earl of Glocefter himfelf, no longer able to

make any refiftance, withdrew into Normandy, to

concert new meafures with the emprefs his lifter.

Thus the king had leifure and opportunity for

another expedition into Scotland, to purfue and
improve his victory, where he met with no oppo-
fition : however, he was at length perfuaded with
much difficulty to accept his own conditions of a

peace ; and David delivered up to him his eldeft

fon Henry, as hoflage for performance of articles

between them.

The king, in his return homeward, laid fiege

to Ludlow caftle, which had not been reduced

with the reft : here prince Henry of Scotland, boil-

ing with youth and valour, and expofing his per-

fon upon all occafior.s, was lifted from his horfe

by an iron grapple let down from the wall, and

would have been hoifted up into the caftle, if

the king had not immediately flown <o his aili-

T 3 fUr.ce,
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fiance, and brought him off with his own hands

by main force from the enemy, whom he foon

compelled to lurrender the cafV.e.

1 140. Stephen having thus fubdued his invete-

rate enemies the Scots, and reduced his rebellious

nobles, began to entertain hopes of enjoving a

little eafe. But he was deftined to the poiTeflion

of a down with perpetual difturbance ; for he

was hardly returned from his northern expedition,

when he received intelligence that the emprefs,

accompanied by her brother the earl of Gloceftcr^

was preparing to come for England, in order to

difpute her title to the kingdom. The king, who
knew by experience what a powerful party fhe

already had to efpoufe her intereits, very rea-

sonably concluded, the defection from him would
be much greaier, when fhe appeared in perfon to

countenance and reward it ; he therefore began

again to repent of the licence he had granted for

building caftles, which were now like to prove

fo many places of fecuritv fr>r his enemies, and

fortifications againft himfelf ; for he knew not

whom to truft, vehemently fufpeciing his nobles

ever fince their laft revolt. He therefore call

about for feme artifice to get into his hands as

many of their caftles as he could : in the Strength

and magnificence of which kind of Structures,

the tifnops had far outdone the reft, and were

upon that, as well as other accounts, very much
maligned and envied by the temporal lords, who
weie extream jealous of the church's encreafing

power, and glad upon all occafions to fee the

prelates humbled. The king, therefore, having

formed his pro;e£r, refclvcd to make trial where

he could forefee lead danger in the confequences.

At a parliament or a{Terribly of nobles at Oxford^

it was contrived to raife a quarrel between the

Servants
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Servants of fome bifhops and thofe of Alan count of

Dinan in Bretagne, upon a contention of rooms in

t-heir inns. Steph-.n took hold of this avdantage,

fent for the bifhops, taxed them with breaking

his pease, and demanded the keys of their caftles,

adding threats of imprifonment if they dared to

difobey. Thofe whom the king chiefly fufpecled,

or rather who had built the moft and ftrongeffc

caftles, were Roger bifhop of Sa'tfoury, with his

nephew and natural fon the biihops of Ely and
Lincoln, whom the king, by many circumftanees

of rigor, compelled to furrender, going himfelf

in perfon to feize the Devizes *, then efteemed

the nobleft ftructure of Europe, and built by the

fore-mentioned bifhop Roger, whofe treafure, to

the value of forty thoufand marks f, there like-

wife depofued, fell, at the fame time, into the

king's hand, which in a few days broke the bi-

fliop's heart, already worn with age and infirmity.

It may, perhaps, not be thought a digreflion to

fay fomething of the fortunes of this prelate, who,
from the loweft beginnings, came to be, without

difpute, the greateft churchman of any fubjecl: in

his age. It happened that the late king Henry,

in the reign of his brother, being at a village in

Normandy, wanted a pried to fay mafs before him
and his train, when this man, who was a poor

curate thereabouts, offered his fervice, and per-

formed it with fo much dexterity and fpeed, that

* According to Orderiats Vitalis this caflle was de-

fended by Maude of Ra?njlury, the bimop's concubine.

Eptfcopi pellcx principahm munitlonem fervabat.

f This prelate's treafure is doubtlefs computed by
the fmaller or Saxon mark ; the ufe of which ftill pre-

vailed in England : and even thus computed, it amounts
to a van: fum, equal to about 116,350/. of modern
aioney.

T 4 the
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the foldiers who attended the prince recommended
him to their matter, upon that account, as a

very proper chaplain for military men ; hut it

feems he had other talents ; for having gotten into

the prince's fervicc, he foon difcovered great ap-

plication and addrefs, much order and ceconoroy

in the management of his mailer's fortunes, which
were wholly left to his care. After Henry's ad-

vancement to the crown, this chaplain grew chief

in his favour and confidence : was made bifhop

Salijbury, chancellor of England, employed in all

his moil weighty affairs, and ufually left vicege-

rent of the realm while the king w?s abfent in

Normandy. He was among the firft, that fwore

fealty to Maude and her iffue ; and among the

firft that revolted from her to Stephen, offering

fuch reafons in council for fetting her afide, as,

by the credit and opinion of his wifdom, were
very prevalent. But the king, in a few years,

forgot all obligations, and the bifhop fell a facri-

fice in his old age to thole treafures he had been

fo long heaping up for irs fupport. A juft re-

ward for his ingratitude towards the prince that

railed him, to be ruined by the ingratitude of

another, whom he had been fo very inflrumental

to raife.

But Henry bifhop of IVinchefler, the pope's le-

gate, not able to endure this violation of the

church, called a council of all the prelates to meet

at Winchqfter, where the king being fummoncd,
appeared bv his advocate, who pleaded his caufe

with much learning ; and the archbifhop of Rouen

coming to the council, declared his opinion, That
although the canons did not allow the bifhops to

poflefs caftlcs, yet in dangerous times they ought

to deliver them up to the king. This opinion

Stephen followed very fteadily, not yielding a tittle,

although
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although the legate his brother ufed all means,

both rough and gentle, to work upon him.

The council of biibops broke up without other

effeel than that of leaving in their minds an im-

placable hatred to the king, in a very opportune

juncture for the interefts of Maude, who, about

this time, landed at Port/mouth with her brother

Robert earl of Glocejler, The whole force (he

brought over for this expedition confided but of

one hundred and forty knights*; for fhe trufted

altogether in her caufe and her friends. With
this (lender attendance fhe went to Arundel, and

was there received i;ito the caftle by the widow
of the late king ; while earl Robert, accompanied

only by twenty men, marched boldly to his own
city of Gloce/ier, in order to raife forces for the

emprefs, where the tcwnfmen turned out the

king's garifons as foon as they heard of his ap-

proach.

King Stephen was not furprized at the news of

the emprefs's arrival, being a thing he had al-

ways counted upon, and was long preparing him-
felf againft. He was glad to hear how ill fhe

was provided, and refolved to ufe the opportunity

of her brother's abfence ; for, hafting down to

Arundel with a fufficient itreno-th, he laid fieg-e to

the cattle, in hopes, by fecuring her perfon, to

put a fpeedy end to the war.

But there wanted not fome very near about the

king, who, favouring the party of Maude, had

credit enough to prevail with him not to venture

* In thefe times none ferved on horfeback but gen-
tlemen or knights, in right of their fiefs, or their re-

prefentatives, called Mm at Arms ; and each of thefe

was attended by at lealt two lervants or retainers

mounted and arrncd.

time
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time and reputation againft an impregnable for-

trefs, but rather, by withdrawing his forces, per-

mit her to retire to ibme lefs fortified place, where
(he might more eafily fall into his hands. This
advice the king took againft his own opinion ; the

emprefs fled out of Arundel by night; and, after

frequent fhifting her ftages through feveral towns,

which had already declared in her favour, fixt

herfelf at laft at Lincoln ; where, having all things

provided neceffary for her defence, me refolved to

continue, and expected a general revolt of the

Englifh to her fide, or the decifion of war between
the king and her brother.

j 141. But Stephen, who had purfued the em-
prefs from place to place, hearing (he had {but

herfelf up in Lincoln, refolved to give her no reft ;

and to help on his defign, it fell out that the

citizens in hatred to the earl of Chefler, who com-
manded there for the emprefs, fent a private invi-

tation to the king, with promife to deliver the

town and their governor into his hands. The
king came accordingly and pofTeffed himfelfof the

town ; but Maude and the earl made their efcape

a few davs before. However, many great perfons

of Mauds % party remained prifoners to the king,

and among the reft the earl of Chejlcr% wife, who
was daughter to the earl of Gloucejlcr. Thefe two
earls refolving to attempt the relief of their friends,

marched with all their forces near Lincoln, where

they found the enemy drawn up and ready to

receive them. The next morning, after battle

offered by the lords, and accepted by the king,

both fides made ready to engage. The king

having difpofed his cavalry on each wing, placed

himfelf at the head of his foot, in whom he repofed

much confidence. The army of the lords was

divided in three bodies ; thofe whom king Stephen

had
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had banifhed were placed in the middle, the earl

of Chejier led the van, and the earl of Glccejler

commanded the rear. The battle was fought

at firft with equal advantage, and great obftinacy

on both fides: at length the right wing of the

king's horfe, preffed by the earl of Chejier, galloped

away, not without fufpicion of treachery ; the

left followed the example. The king beheld their

flight, and encouraging thofe about him, fell with

undaunted valour upon the enemy ; and being

for fome time bravely feconded by his foot, did

great execution. At leng;h overpowered by num-
bers, his men began to difpcrfe, and Stephen was
left almoft alone with his fword in his hand,

wherewith he oppofed his perfon againft a whole
victorious army, nor durft any be fo hardy to ap-

proach him ; the fword breaking, a citizen of

Lincoln put into his hands a Danijh battle-ax *",

with which he ftruck to the ground the earl of

Chejier f, who prefumed to come within his reach.

But this weapon likewife flying in pieces with the

force of thofe furious blows he dealt on all fides,

a bold knight of the emprefs's party, named Wil-

liam de Keynes, laid hold on his helmet, and im-

mediately cried out to his fellows, I have got the

king : Then the reft ran in, and he was taken

prifoner %.

The king being thus fecured, was prefented

to the emprefs, then at Gloce/ier, and by her orders

conveyed to Brijiol, where he continued in flricr.

cuftody nine months, although with honourable

treatment for fome time, until either upon endea-

* Sim. Dunelmenjis.

f The earl of Chejier lived neverthelefs to fight other

battles, and died twelve years afterwards by poifon.

% Gervas.

vouring
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vouring to make bis efcape, or in malice to the

Londoners, who had a great affection for their

king, he was, by exprefs command from the em-
prefs, laid in irons, and ufed with other circum-
flances of feverity.

This victory was followed by a general defection

of almoft the whole kingdom ; and the earl of

Anjou, hufband to the emprefs, upon the fame of
the kind's defeat and imprifonmcnt, reduced with-
out any difficulty the whole duchy of Normandy
to his obedience.

The legate himfelf, although brother to king
Stephen, received her at Winchejizr with great

folemnity, accepted her oath for governing with
juftice, redreffing grievances, and fupporting the

rights of the Church, and took the old conditional

one of fealty to her ; then in an affembly of

bifhops and clergy convoked for the purpofe, he
difplayed the mifcarriages of his brother, and de-

clared his approbation of the emprefs to be queen ;

to which they unanimoufly agreed. To compleat

all, he prevailed by his credit with the Londoners,

who flood out the laft of any, to acknowledge
and receive her into the city, where fhe arrived at

length in great pomp, and with general fatis-

faclion.

But it was the misfortune of this princefs to

poiTefs many weaknefles that are charged to the

lex. and very few of its commendable qualities :

ibc was now in peaceable pofleflion of the whole

I lorn, except the county of Kent, where

i.m D'Ypres pretended to keep up a fmall

;ing ; when by her pride, wilfulnefs,

:retion, and a difobli^ing behaviour, (he foon

rts of all men againfr. her, and in a

. time loir, the fruits of that victory and fuc-

cefs which had been To hardly gained by the pru-

dence
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dence and valour of her excellent brother. The
firft occafion (he took to difcover the perverfenefs

of her nature, was in the treatment of Maude,
the wife of king Stephen^ a lady of great virtue,

and courage above her fex, who, coming to the

emprefs an humble fuitor in behalf of her huf-

band, offered, as a price of his liberty, that he
fhould refign all pretenfions to the crown, and
pafs the reft of his life in exile, or in a convent

:

but this requeft was rejected with fcorn and re^

proaches; and the queen finding all intreaties to

no pbrpofe, writ to her fon Eiiftace to let him
underfill nd the ill fuccefs of her negociation, that

no relief was to be other.vife hoped for than by-

arms ; and therefore advifed him to raife immedi-
ately what forces he could for the relief of his

father.

Her next mifcarriage was towards the Lon-

doners^ who prefentcd her a petition for redreffing

certain rigorous laws of her father, and reftoring

thole of Edward the ConfeJJ'or. The emprefs put

them off for a time with excufes, but at laft dis-

covered fome difpleafure at their importunity.

The citizens, who had with much difficulty been
perfuaded to receive her againft their inclinations,

which flood wholly for the king, were moved with

indignation at her unreafonable refufal of their

jufl demands, and entered into a confpiracy to

feize her perfon. But flie had timely notice of

their defign, and leaving the city by night in. dtf-

guife, fled to Oxford.

A third falfe flep the emprefs made*, was in

refufing her new powerful friend the legate a

favour he defired in the behalf of EuQcce, the

king's fon, to grant him the lands and honours

* William of Malmefburj.

6 hell
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held by his father before he came. to the crown.

She had made large promifes to this prelate, that

{he would be directed in all things by his advice,

and to be refufed upon his firft application a ("mall

favour for his own nephew, ftung him to the

quick ; however, he governed his refentments a

while, but began at the fame time to refume his

affection for his brother. Thefe thoughts were

cultivated with great addrefs by queen Maude^

who prevailed at Jaft fo far upon the legate, that

private meafures were agreed between them for

reftoring Stephen to his liberty and crown. The
bifhop took leave of the emprefs, upon fome

plaunble pretence, and retired to Winchejter, where

he gave directions for fupplying with men and

provifions feveral ilrong caftles he had built in his

diocefe, while the queen with her fon Eujiace

prevailed with the Londoners and men of Kent to

rife in great numbers for the king ; and a power-

ful army was quickly on foot, under the com-
mand of William D'Tpres earl of Kent.

In the mean time the emprefs began to be fenfi-

ble of the errors {he had committed ; and in hope

either to retrieve the friendfhip of the legate, or

take him prifoner, marched with her army to

U^tnchejler, where being received and lodged in

the caftle, me fent immediately for the legate,

fpoke much in excufe of what was paft, and ufed

all endeavours to regain him to her interefts.

Bifhop Henry, on the other fVJe, amufed her with

dubious anfwers, and kept her in fufpence for

fome days ; but fent privately at the fame time to

the king's army, defiring them to advance with

all povTible fpeed ; which was executed with fo

much diligence, that the emprefs and her brother

had only time with their troops to march a back

way out of the town. They were purfued by the

enemy
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enemy fo clofe in the rear, that the emprefs had
hardly time, by counterfeiting herfelf dead, to

make her efcape ; in which pofture {he was carried

as a corpfe to Glxejler ; but the earl her brother,

while he made what oppof:ti®n he could, with
deiign to Hop her purfuers, was himlelf taken

prifoner, with great flaughter of his men. After

the battle, the earl was in his turn piefented to

queen Maude, and by her command fent to Ro-
ckejier to be treated in the fame manner with the

king.

Thus the heads of both parties were each in

the power of his enemy, and Fortune feemed to

have dealt with great equality between them.

Two factions divided the whole kingdom, and,

as it ufually happens, private animofities were in-

flamed by the quarrel of the public ; which intro-

duced a miferable face of things throughout the

land, whereof the writers of our Evglifl) ftory give

melancholy defcriptions, not to be repeated in

this hiftory ; fince the ufual efteels of civil war
are obvious to conceive, and tirefeme as well as

ufelefs to relate. However, as the quarrel between

the king and emprefs was grounded upon a caufe

that in its own nature little concerned the interefts

of the people, this was thought a convenient

juncture for tranfacling a peace, to which there

appeared an univerfal difpofition. Several expe-

dients were propofed ; but earl Robert would con-
fent upon no other terms than the depofmg of

Stephen, and immediate delivery of the crown to

his fifter. Thefe debates lafred for fome months,

until the two prifoners, weary of their long con-

straint, by mutual confent were exchanged for

each other, and all thought of agreement laid

afide.

The
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The king, upon rccoveiy of his freedom,

haftened to London, to get fupplies of men and
money for renewing the war. He there found

that his brother of Winchejier had, in a council

cf bifnops and abbots, renounced all obedience to

the emprefs, and perfuaded the alterably to follow

his example. The legate, in excufe fo; this pro-

ceeding, loaded her with infamy, produced feveral

inftances wherein fhe had broken the oath {he

took when he received her as queen, and upon
which his obedience was grounded ; faid, he had

received information that {he had a defign upon
his life *.

It muft be confefTed that oaths of fealty in this

prince's reign wrere feeble ties for binding the fub-

ject to any reafonable degree of obedience ; and

the warmed: advocate for liberty cannot but allow,

from thole exam )les here produced, that it is very

podibie for people to run upon great extremes in

this matter, that a monarch may be too much
limited, and a fub :ecr too little . whereof the con-

sequences have been fully as pernicious for the

time as the worft that can be apprehended from

rajy power in all its heights, although not

. hard to be remedied ; fin:c

ail the miferies o. tl iom, during the

period we are treating of, were manifeffly owing
to that continual violation cf fuch oaths of alle^i-

ance, as appear I -en contrived on pur-

pofe by ambitious men to be broken at pleafure,

without the leaff apprehenfion of perjury, and in

the mean time keep the prince in a continual

fh villi dependence.

The earl of Glocejler, focn after his releafc,

went over into Nermandy, where he found the earl

* William cJ" ury.

. of
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of Anjou employed in compleating the conquefl of
that duchy ; th?re he delivered him the Tons of
feveral EngUJh noblemen, to be kept as hoftages

for their fathers fidelity to the emprefs, and ufed

many arguments for perfuading him to come over

in perfon with an army to her afliftance : but

Geoffry excufed himfelf by the importance of other

affairs, and the danger of expofing the dominions
he had newly acquired to rebellions in his abfence.

However, he lent the earl of Glocejhr a fupply of
four hundred men, and fent along with him his

eldefl fon Henry, to comfort his mother, and be
fhewn to the people.

During the fhort abfence of the earl of Glocejler,

the emprefs was clofely befieged in Oxford by the

king ; and provifions beginning to fail, fhe was
in cruel apprehenfions of falling into his hands.

This gave her occafion to put in practice the

only talent wherein fhe feemed to excel, which
was that of contriving fome little fnifr or ex-
pedient to fecure her perfon upon any fudden
emergency. A long feafon of froll had made the

Thames pailable upon the ice, and much fnow lay

on the ground ; Maude with fome few attendants

clad all in white, to avoid being difcovered from,

the king's camp, eroded the river at midnight on
foot, and travelling all night, got fafe to Walllng-

ford caftle, where her brother and young fon

Henry, newly returned from France, arrived foon
after, to her great fatisfaclion : but Oxford imme-
diately upon the news of her flight, funendered

to the kin£.

However, this difgrace was fully eompenfated

foon after by another of the fame kind, which
happened to king Stephen; for whilft he and his

brother of Wlnchejler were fortifying a nunnery at

ll'ilton, to bridle his enemies at Salijbwy, who
Vex. VI, U very
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very much haraffed thofe parts by their frequent

excurfions, the earl of Glocejier, who watched all

opportunities, came unaware with a ftrong body
of men, and fet fire on the nunnery while the

king himfelf was in it. Stephen, upon the fudden

furprize of the thing, wholly loft or forgot his

ufual courage, and fled {hamefully away, leaving

his foldiers to be cut in pieces by the earl.

During the reft of the war, although it lafted

nine years longer, there is little memorable record-

ed by any writer ; whether the parties being pretty

equal, and both fufflciently tired with fo long a

contention, wanted vigor and fpirit to make a tho-

rough conqueft, and only endeavoured to keep

what they had, or whether the multitude of ftrong

caftles, whofe number daily increafed, made it

very difficult to end a war between two contend-

ing powers almoft in balance ; let the caufe be

what it will, the whole time pafled in mutual

fieges, furprizes, revolts, furrenders of fortified

places, without any decifive action, or other event

of importance to be related. By which at length

the very genius of the people became wholly bent

upon a life of fpoil, robbery, and plunder j many
of the nobles, although pretending to hold theiF

caftles for the king or the emprefs, lived like

petty independent princes in a perpetual ftate of

war againft their neighbours ; the fields lay uncul-

tivated, all the arts of civil life were banifJhed, no
veneration left for facred perfons or things j in

fhort, no law, truth, or religion among men,
but a fcene of univerfal mifery, attended with all

the confequences of an embroiled and diffracted

ftate.

About the eleventh year of the king's reign,

young Henry, now growing towards a man, was

lent for to France by a meflage from) his father,

whe



( 291 )

Who was defirous to fee him ; but left a conside-

rable party in England, to adhere to his interefts
;

and in a fhort time after (as fome write *) the

emprefs herfelf grown weary of contending any
longer in a caufe where fhe had met with nothing
but misfortunes of her own procuring, left the

kingdom likewife, and retired to her hufband.

Nor was this the only good fortune that befel

Stephen ; for before the year ended, the main prop

and pillar of his enemies was taken away by death ;

this was Robert earl of Glocejler, than whom there

have been few private perfons known in the world

that deferve a fairer p'ace and character in the

regifters of time, for his inviolable faith, difinter-

efted friendfhip, indefatigable zeal, and firm con-
ftancy to the caufe he efpoufed, and unparalleled

generofity in the condudt thereof : he adhered to

his filler in all her fortunes, to the ruin of his own
j

he placed a crown upon her head ; and when fhe

loft it by her folly and perverfenefs, refufed the

greateft offers from a victorious enemy, who had
him in his power, and chofe to continue a prilbner

rather than recover his liberty by any hazard to

her pretentions'": he bore up her finking title in

fpight of her own frequent mifcarriages, and at

lafl died in her caufe by a fever contracted with

perpetual toils for her fervice. An example fie

to be fhewn the world, although few perhaps are

like to follow it ; but however, a fmall tribute of
praife, juftly due to extraordinary virtue, may
prove no ill expedient to encourage imitation.

But the death of this lord, together with the

abfence of the emprefs and her fon in France, added

very little to the quiet or fecurity of the king.

For the earl of Glocejier, fufpecling the fidelity of

* Gervas.

U 2 the
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the lords, had, with great fagacity, delivered dieir

fons to the ear] of Anjou, to be kept as pledges for

their fathers' fidelity, as we have before related :

by which means a powerful party was flill kept

up againft Stephen, too ffrong to be fuddenly

broken. Befides, he had, by an unufual ftrain of

his conduct, lately loft much good will, as well

as reputation, in committing an act of violence

and fraud on the perfon of the earl of Chejler, a
principal adherent of the emprefs. This noble-

man, of great power and pofTeflions, had newly
reconciled himfelf to Stephen, and came to his

court at Northampton, where, againft all laws of
hofpitality, as well as common faith andjuftice,

he was committed to prifon, and forced to buy
his liberty with the funender of Lincoln, and all

his other places, into the king's hands.

Affairs continued in this turbulent pofture

about two years, the nobles neither trufting the

king nor each other. The number of caflles ftill

encreafed, which every man who had any pofTeffi-

ons was forced to build, or elfe become a

1 149 prey to his powerful neighbours. This
was thought a convenient juncture, by

the emprefs and her friends, for fending young
prince Henry to try his fortune in England, where
he landed at the head of a confiderable number
of horfe and foot, although he was then but fix-

teen years old. Immediately after his arrival he

went to CarUJle, where he met his coufin David
king of Scots, by whom he was made knight, after

the ufu.il cuftom of young princes and noblemen

in that age. The king qf England, who had

foon intelligence of Henry's landing and motion,

marched down to fecure York, againft which he

expected the firft attempt of his enemy was de-

figned. But, whatever the caufe might be (wherein

the
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the writers of thofe ages are either filent or unfa-

tisfa&ory) both armies remained at that fecurc

diftance for three months, after which

Henry returned back to Normandy, leaving 1 150
the kingdom in the ftate of confufion he

found it at his coming.

The fortunes of this young prince Henry Fiiz~

emprefs now began to advance by great and fudden

fteps, whereof it will be no digreflion to inform the

reader, as well upon the connexion they have

with the affairs at home about this time, as be-

caufe they concern the immediate fuccelTor to the

crown.

1 151. Prince Henrys voyage to France was
foon followed by the death of his father Geojfry

earl of Anjou, whereby the fon became
polTelTed of that earldom, together with 11 52
the duchy of Normandy ; but in a fhort

time after he very much enlarged his dominions

by a marriage, in which he confulted his reputa-

tion lefs than his advantage. For Louis the Yuung,

king cf France, was lately divorced from his wife

Eleanor, who, as the French writers relate, bore

a great contempt and hatred to her hulband, and
had long defired fuch a feparation. Other au-

thors give her not fo fair a character : but what-
ever might be the real caufe, the pretext was con-
sanguinity in the fourth degree *. Henry was

U 3 content

* Whether the pretext were affinity or cenfanguinity,

is not quite agreed among hiftorians: but it feems clear,

that the real caufe of the feparation was the jealoufy of
the king, and his impatience under the fcandal of her
amours. The proceedings of a council fummoned at

Beaugenci, in the year 1 : 5 .' , for the purpofe of this di-

vorce, are related by M. Bayle, who is never moie prolix

than -//hen he meets with ladies like Eleanor, renowned
for
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content to accept this lady with all her faults, and

in her right f became duke of Jquitain, and earl

of Poitou, very considerable provinces, added to

his other dominions.

But the two kings of France and England began
to apprehend much danger from the fudden great-

nefs of a young ambitious prince ; and their in-

terefts were jointly concerned to check his growth.

Duke Henry was now ready to fail for England, in

a condition to aiTert his title upon more equal

terms ; when the king of France, in conjunction

with Eujiace, king Stephen s fon, and Gejfry, the

duke's own brother, fuddenly entered into his

dominions with a mighty army ; took the cafHe

of Neumarcbc by ilorm, and laid fiege to that of

Angers. The duke, by this incident, was forced

for beauty, learning, and gallantry. He gives us the

harangue of the bifhop of Langres in that aflembly

;

who took the liberty of inveighing bitterly againft the

lewdnefs of the queen. The archbifhop of Bourdeaux,

a more decent man, was for hufhing that charge, and
propofed anether more honourable motive for fepan.-

tion, by fhewing that the king and queen were related

in a decree wherein marriage is unlawful. The hint
•

was taken ; the proceedings changed ; and on this

ground a marriage, which for fourteen years had been

unqueflioned, was now pronounced void. The queen

being told what turn things had taken, fwooned, fell

from her chair, continued above two hours fpeechlefs :

at length, coming to herfelf, and turning her bricht

and blue eyes on the company prefent, fhe faid, Z5e.

Vide Boyle's DicT article LouisVH.
f This Eleanor was daughter and heirefs of William

the lafr. duke of Jquitain and earl Pcitcu. She made
afterwards a great figure in England ; raifed rebellion

.: the king her hufband ; fufiered long imprifon-

ment ; but furvived her troubles, her hufband, and her

eldcft fon (Richard I.) dying in the year 12C5.

to
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to lay afide his thoughts of England, and march-
ing boldly towards the enemy, refolved to relieve

the befieged ; but finding they had already taken

the caftle, he thought it beft to make a diverfion,

by carrying the war into the enemy's country,

where he left all to the mercy of his foldiers, fur-

prized and burnt feveral caftles, and made great

devaluations wherever he came. This proceeding

anfwered the end for which it was defigned ; the

king of France thought he had already done enough
for his honour, and began to grow weary of a

ruinous war, which was likely to be protracted.

The conditions of a peace, by the intervention of

fome religious men, were foon agreed. The duke,

after fome time fpent in fettling his affairs, and

preparing all things neceflary for his intended ex-

pedition, fet fail for England, where he landed %
the fame year in the depth of winter, with a

hundred and forty knights, and three thoufand

foot.

Some time before Henry landed, the king had

conceived a project, to difappoint his defigns, by

confirming the crown upon himfelf and his own
pofterity ||. He fent for the archbifliop of Canter-

bury, with feveral other prelates, and propofed

that his fon Euflace fhould be crowned king wuh
all the ufual folemnity: but the bifhops abfolutely

refufed to perform the office, by exprefs orders

from the pope, who was an enemy to Stephen,

partly upon account of his unjuft or declining

caufe, but chiefly for his ftricl: alliance with the

king of France, who was then engaged in a quar-

% The place where he landed is not mentioned by
our hiftorians. It was probably in the wefl: of England^

as the firft garrifon town he attacked was Malmjbir-y,

f|
Gervas, Hen. Huntingdon.

U 4. rei
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rel againft that fee, upon a very tender point re-

lating to the revenues of vacant churches. The
king and his fon were both enraged at the bifhops

refufal, and kept them prifoners in the chamber
where they affembled, with many threats to force

them to a compliance, and fome other circum-
ft2nces of rigour ; but all to no purpofe, fo that

he W2s at length forced to defift. But the arch-

bifhop, to avoid further vexation, fled the rea'm.

This contrivance of crowning the fon during

the life and reign of the father, which appears fo

abfurd in fpeculation, was actually performed in

the fucreeding reign, 2nd feems to have been taken

up by thefe two princes of French birth and ex-

traction, in imitation of the like practice in their

native country *, where it was ufual for kings

grown old and infirm, or fwayed by paternal in-

dulgence, to receive their eldeft fon into a fhare

ot the adminiftration, with the title of king ; a

cuftom borrowed, no doubt, from the later empe-
rors of Rome, who adopted their Ctsfars after the

like nptanner.

1 153. Tne king was employed in bis ufual

exercife of befie^ing caftles when the news was
brought of Henry s arrival. He left the work
he was about, and marched directly againft the

duke, who was then fat down before Maimefbury,

But Stephen forced him to raife the fiege, and im-
mediately offered him battle. The duke, although

his army was much encreafed by continual revolts,

thought it beft to gain time, being ftill in number
far inferior to the king, and therefore kept himfelf

itrcnglv entrenched. There is fome difference

among writers about the particulars of this war

:

however, it is generally agreed, that in a fhort

* Mezeray,

time



( 297 )

time after, the two armies met, and were prepared

for battle, when the nobles on both fides, either

dreading the confequences, or weary of a tedious

war, prevailed with the king and duke to agree

to a truce for feme days in order to a peace ;

which was violently oppofed by Evjlace^ the king's

fon, a youth cf great fpirit and courage, becaufe

he knew very well it could not be built but upon
the ruin of his interefts ; and therefore finding he

could not prevail, he left the army in a rage,

and, attended by fome followers, endeavoured to

fatiate his fury, by deftroying the country in his

march : But in a few days, as he fat at dinner in

a caftle of his own, he fell fuddenly dead, either

through grief, madnefs, or poifon.

The truce was now expired, and the duke
began to renew the war with frefh vigour ; but

the king was wholly difpirited upon this fatal

accident, and now firft began to entertain real

thoughts of a peace. He had loft a fon whom he

dearly loved, and with him he likewife loft the

alliance of the French king, to whofe fifter the

young prince was married. He had indeed another

fon left, but little efteemed by the nobles and

people ; nor as it appears, much regarded by his

father. He was now in the decline of his age,

decayed in his health, forfaken by his friends,

who, fince the death of Eujlace, fell daily from
him ; and having no further care at heart for his

pofterity, he thought it high time to ft.ek repofe

for his perfon. The nobles foon obferved this

difpofition in their king, which was fo agreeable

to their own ; therefore, by general confent,

Theobald archbifhop of Canterbury was appointed

mediator between both princes. All matters were

foon agreed ; an aflembly of lords was convened

at Winchefler^ where the king received the duke

with
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with great marks of courtefy and kindnefs. There
the peace was confirmed by the king's charter,

wherein are exprefled the terms of agreement.

But I fhall relate only the principal.

The king, by this charter, acknowledged Henry
for lawful fuccefTor to the crown ; in which capa-

city all the nobles paid him homage : and Henry
himfelf, with his party, paid homage to Stephen.

There is likewife a refervation for William^ the

king's fon, of all the honours poiTefTed by his fa-

ther before he came to the crown. The king

likewife acknowledges the obedience of his fub-

jefrs to be no longer due to him than he fhall ob-

ferve the conditions of this charter. And for the

performance of thefe articles, the archbifhops and

biftiops were appointed guarantees. There were

fome other articles agreed on, which are not men-
tioned in the charier ; as, a general pardon ; a

reftitution, to the right owners, of thofe lands

and poflcflions, which had been ufurped in the

time of the troubles; that all caftles built during

the war mould be razed to the ground, which

are faid to have been above eleven hundred ; that

the rigrus of the church fhouid be preferved

;

with other matters of lefs moment.
Thus, by the prudence of archbifhop Theobald^

the moderation of the two princes engaged, and

the univerfal inclination of the people, a hsppy

period was put to this tedious and troublefome

war : men began to have the profpecl: of a long

peace ; nor was it eafy to forefee what could

poiTibly arife to difturb it ; when difcovery was

made, by accident, of a moft horrible piece of

treachery, which, if it had met with fuccefs,

Would have once more fet the whole nation in a

flame. The duke, after the peace, attended the

jcing to London, to be ihewn to the people as the

undoubted
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undoubted fucceflfor to the crown ; and having

made a progrefs together through fome other parts

of the kingdom, they came to Canterbury, where

Henry received private notice of a defign upon his

life. It hath been already obferved. that the

king employed in his wars a body of Flemings, to

the great difcontent of his own fubje&s, with

whom they were very ungracious. Thefe foreign-

ers were much discontented at the peace, whereby

they were likely to become ufelefs and burthen-

fome to the prefent king, and hateful to the fuc-

cellor. To prevent which, the commanders among
them began to praclife upon the levity and ambi-

tion of William the king's fon. They urged the

indignity he had received in being deprived of his

birth-right ; offered to fupport his title by their

valour, as they hrd done that of his father ; and,

as an earneft of their intentions, to remove the

chief impediment bv difpatching his rival out of

the world. The young prince was eafily wrought

upon to be at the head of this confpiracy ; time

and place were fixt; when, upon the day appointed,

William broke his leg by a fall from his horfe ;

and the confpirators wanting their leader immedi-

ately difperfed. This difappointment and delay,

as it ufually happens among confpirators, were

foon followed by a difcovery of the whole plot,

whereof the duke, with great difcretion, made
no other ufe than to confult his own fafety ;

therefore, without any fhew of fufpicion or dif-

pleafure, he took leave of the king, and returned

to Normandy.

1
1
54. Stephen lived not above a year to fhare

the happinefs of this peace with his people, in

which time he made a progrefs through moft parts

of the kingdom, where he gained univexfal love

and
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and veneration, by a moft affable and courteous

behaviour to all men. A few months after his

return he went to Dover, to have an interview

with the earl of Flanders *
; where, after a fhort

ficknefs, he died of the Iliac paflion, together

with his old diftempcr the haemorrhoids, upon the

twenty-fifth day of October', in the forty- ninth

year of his age, and the nineteenth of his reign.

He was a prince of wonderful endowments,
both in body and mind : in his perfen tall and

graceful, of great fir?ngth as well as vigour : he
had a large portion of meft virtues that can be

ufeful in a king towards the happinefs of his fub-

jedls or himfelf ; curtefy and valour, liberality and

clemency, in an eminent degree ; efpecially the

Jaft, which he carried to an extreme, though very

pardonable, yet hardly confifting with prudence,

or his own fafety. If we except his ufurpation

of the crown, he muft be allowed a prince of

great jufiice, which moft writers affirm to have

been always unblemifhed, except in that fingle

inftance : for, as to his treatment of the bifhops

and the earl of Chefier, it feems very excufable by
the neceiiity of the time ; and it was the general

opinion, if he had not ufed that proceeding with

the latter, it would have coft him his crown.

Perhaps bis injuftice to the emprefs might likewife

admit a little extenuation. Four kings fucceflively

had fat on the throne without any regard to lineal

defcent ; a period beyond the memory of moft

men then alive ; whereby the people had loft

much of that devotion they were ufed to bear

* The ear! of Flanders was a potent fovereign on
the Continent, and had landed at Dover, in order to

meet and confer with the king.

towards
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towards an eftablifhed fucceflion : befides, the

government of a woman was then a thing un-
known, and for that reafon diftiked by all who
profeffed to hate innovations.

But the wifdom of this prince was by no means
equal to the reft of his virtues. He came to the

crown upon as fair a title as his predeceflbr, being

elected by the general confent of the nobles,

through the credit of his brother, and his own
perfonal merit. He had no difturbance for fome
time, which he might eafily have employed in

fettling the kingdom, and acquiring the love of
his people. He had treafure enough to raife and
pay armies, without burthening the fubject. His
competitor was a woman, v/hofe fex was the

leaft of her infirmities, and with whom he had
already compounded for his quiet by a confiderable

peniion : yet with all thefe advantages he feldom

was mafter of above half the kingdom at once,

and that by the force of perpetual ftruggling, and
with frequent danger of loling the whole. The
principal difficulties he had to encounter, appear

to have been manifeft confequences of feveral moil:

imprudent fteps in his conduct, whereof many
inftances have been produced in the hiftory of his

reign j fuch as, the unlimited permiflion of build-

ing caftles ; his railing the fiege of a weak place

where the emprefs was fhut up, and muft, in a

few days, have fallen into his hands ; his em-
ploying the Flemings in his wars, and favouring

them above his own fubjecls ; and laftly, that

abortive project of crowning his fon, which pro-

cured him at once the hatred and contempt of the

clergy, by difcovering an inclination to violence

and injuftice thathedurft not purfue: whereas, it

was nothing elfe but an effect of that hafty and

fuddeu
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fudden difpofition ufually afcribed to thofe of his

country, and in a peculiar manner charged to this

prince : for authors give it as a part of his cha-

racter, to be hot and violent in the beginning of
an enterprize, but to flacken and grow cold in the

profecution.

He had a juft fenfe of religion, and was fre-

quent in attending the fervice of the church, yet

reported to be no great friend of the clergy

;

which, however, is a general imputation upon all

the kings of this realm in that and fome fucceed-

ing reigns, and by no means perfonal to this prince,

who deferved it as little as any.

I do not find any alterations during this reign in

the meetings of general afTemblies, further than that

the commons do not feem to have been reprefented

in any of them ; for which 1 can affign no other

reafon than the will of the king, or the difturb-

ance of the time*. I obferve the word Parlia-

ment is ufed promifcuoufly among authors, for a

general affembly of nobles, and for a council of
b.fhops, or fynod of the clergy j which renders

this matter too perplexed to alcertain any thing

about it.

As for affairs of the church, that deferve

particular mention, I have not met with any ;

unlefs it ihould be worth relating, that Henry
bifhop of JVinchejU , the pope's legate, who held

frequent fynods during this reign, was the fir ft

introducer of appeals to Rcmc, in this kingdom,
for which he is blamed by all the monkifh hifto-

rians who give us the account.

* The rife and hi/lory of Parliaments had not been

cleared up when the Doctor writ in the beginning of

this current century. It is certain, that the Commons
had as yet never been reprefented.
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The REIGN of

HENRY the SECOND.

A FRAGMENT,
H E fplrit of war and contention,

which had for a long time pofTcfTed the na- 1 154
tion, became fo effectually laid during the

laft year of king Stephen's reign, that no altera-

tion or difturbance enfued upon his death, although

the new king *, after he had received intelli-

gence of it, was detained fix weeks f by contrary

winds : befides, the opinion of this prince's

power and virtues, had already begotten lo great

an awe and reverence for him among the people,

that upon his arrival he found the whole kingdom,

in a profound peace. He landed at Hoftrebam %
about the beginning of December, was received at

IVincheJler by a great number of the nobility,

who came there to attend and fwear fealty to

him, and three weeks after was crowned at WeJ}-
minjler, about the twenty-third year of his age.

For the further fettling of the kingdom, after

the long diffractions in the preceding reign, he
feized on all the caftles which remained unde-

* Henry was at that time befieging a caflle on the

frontiers of "Normandy.

f Five weeks at the moil ; a month, faith Brompton.

X At Hojlrebam, faith Gerva/e. This place is not

eafy to be found ; however, it mull be on the SuJJex or

Hompjhire coaft, becaufe the king went direftly from
the place of his landing to Wincbejicr. Carte lays he
landed Dec. 8. near Rurjl caflle in the New Foreji.

* ftroyed
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ilroyed fince the raft peace between him and king
Stephen; whereof fome he demolifhed, and trufted

others to the government of perlbns in whom he
could confide.

But that which moft contributed to the quiet

of the realm, and the general fatisfadtion of his

fubject?, was a proclamation publifhed, command-
ing all foreigners to leave England, inforced with
a moil effectual claufe, whereby a day was fixt,

after which it fhould be capital for any of them
to appear ; among thefe was William D'Ypres

carl of Kent, whofe pofleiTions the king feized into

his own hands.

Thefe foreigners, generally called Flemings by
the writers of the Engiijh ltory, were a fort of

vagabond foldiers of fortune, who in thofe ages,

under feveral denominations, infefted other parts

of Europe as well as England : they were a mixt

people, natives of Arragsn, Nuvai're, Bijcay, Bra-

bant, and other parts of Spain and F.anders. They
were ready to be hired to whatever prince thought

fit to employ them, but always upon condition to

have full liberty of plunJer and fpoil. Nor was

it an eafy matter to get rid of them, when there

was no further need of their fervice. In England

they were always bated by the p.ople, and by

tiiii prince in particular, whofe continual enemies

. been.

After the expulfion of thefe foreigners, and the

ng a few refractory lords to a furrender of

king Henry, like a wife prince, be-

gan to coniidcr that a time of fettled peace was

me fitteit juncture to recover the rights of the

crown, which had been loft by the war. He
.'ore refumedi by his royal authority, all

n lands that had been alienated by his prede-

;
alledging that they were unalienable in

7
themfclves,
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themfelves, and befides, that the grants were void,

as coming from an ufurper. Whether fuch pro-

ceedings are agreeable with juftice, I fhall not

examine ; but certainly a prince cannot better

confult his own fafety than by difabling thofe wrhom
he renders difcontent, which is effectually done

no other way but by depriving them of their pof-

feflions.

1156. While the king was thus employed at

home, intelligence came that his brother Geoffry

was endeavouring by force to poflefs himfelr of

the earldom of Anjou, to which he had fair preten-

fions ; for their father confidering what vaft domi-

nions would fall to his eldeft (on, bequeathed

that earldom to the fecond in his laft iicknefs,

and commanded his nobles then about him, to

take an oath that they would not fuffer his body

to be buried until Henry (who was then ab
r
ent)

fhould fwear to obferve his will. The duke of

Normandy, when he came to affift at his father's

obfequies, and found that without his compliance

he muft draw upon himfelf the fcandal of keep-

ing a father unburied, took the oath that was ex-

acted fur obfervance of his will, though very

much againft his own. But after he was in pof-

ieflion of England, whether it were that his am-
bition enlarged with his dominions, or that from

the beginning he had never intended to obferve

what he had iworn, he prevailed with pope Adrian

(of Englijb birth) to difpenfe with his oath, and

in the fecond year of his r^ign went over into

Normandy, drove his brother intireiy out of Anjou,

and forced him to accept a pennon for his main-

tenance. But the young prince, through the re-

fentment of this unnatural dealing, in a {hort

time died of grief.

Vol.. VI. X No
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Nor was his treatment more favourable to the

king of Scots, whom, upon a flight pretence, he
took occafion to difpoflefs of Carlijle, Neivcajlle,

and other places granted by the emprefs to that

prince's father, for his fervices and afliftance in

her quarrel againft Stephen.

Having thus recovered whatever he had any
title to demand, he began to look out for new ac-

quifitions. Ireland was in that age a country

little known in the world. The legates fent

fometimes thither from the court of Rome, for

urging the payment of annats, or directing other

Church affairs, repefented the inhabitants as a

favage people, overrun with barbarifm and fuper-

fli^O' 1
. : for indeed no nation of Europe, where

the <Jhriflian re'igion received fo early and uni-

verfal admittance, was ever fo late or flow in feel-

ing its efrecls upon their manners and civility *.

Inftead of refining their manners by their faith,

they had fuffered their faith to be corrupted by

their manners ; true religion being almoft defaced,

both in doctrine and difcipline, after a longcourfe

of time, among a people wholly funk in igno-

rance and barbarity. There feem to have been

two reafons why the inhabitants of that ifland

continued fo long uncultivated ; firft, their fub-

jection or vaflalage to fo many petty kings, where-

of a g-eat number is mentioned by authors, be-

£dzs thofe four or five ufually afligned to the fe-

veral provinces. Thefe princes were engaged in

perpetual quarrels, in doing or revenging injuries

<>f violence, or iuft, or treachery, or injuftice,

vvnich kept them all in a continual ftate of war.

* The Irijh had been very learned in former ages,

but had declined for feveral centuries before the reign

of Henry i 1 . Vide Bede.

And
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And indeed there is hardly any country, how re-

nowned foever in ancient or modern ftory, which

may not be traced from the like original. Nei-

ther can a nation come out from this ftate of con-

fufion, until it is either reduced under one head

at home, or by force or conqueft becomes fubject

to a foreign adminiftratiOn.

The other reafon why civility made furh late

entrances into that ifland, may be imputed to its

natural fituation, lying more cut of the- road of

commerce or conqueit than any other part of the

known world. All the intercourfe the inhabi-

tants had, was only with the wefterncoafts of Wales

and Scotland^ from whence, at leaft in thofe zges,

they Were not like to learn very much politenefs.

j 155. The king, about the fecond year of his

reign, fent ambafladors to pope Adrian^ with in-

junctions to defire his licence for reducing the fa-

vage people of Ireland from their brutifh way of

living, and fubjecling them to the crown of Eng-
land. The king proceeded thu:<, in order to fet

up a title to the ifland, wherein the pope himfeif

pretended to be the lord of the fee ; for in his

letter, which is an anfwer and grant to the king's

requefts, he infifts upon it, that all iflands, upon
their admitting the Chriftian faith, become fub-

je£t to the fee of Rome ; and the Irtjh themfclves

avowed the fame thing to fome of the firft con-
querors. In that fore-mentioned letter, the pope
highly praifes the king's generous defign *, and
recommends to him the civilizing the natives, the

protection of the Church, and the payment of
Peter pence. The ill fuccefs of all paft endea-

vours to procure from a people fo miferable and

* Rad. dt Diceto.

X z irreligious
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irreligious this revenue to the holy fee, was a

main inducement with the pope to be eafy and
liberal in his grant ; for the king profefTed a de-

fign of fecuring its regular payment. However,
this expedition was not undertaken until fome
years after, when there happened an incident to

fet it forward, as we (hall relate in its place. #***********
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HENRY the SECOND'S Character.

Extracted from the MONKS.

Hard to gather his Character from fuch bad

Authors.

/\ WISE prince, to whom other princes re-

ferred their differences ; and had ambafTadors from
both empires, Eaft and Weft, as well as others,

at once in his court.

Strong and brawny body, patient of cold and
heat, big head, broad breaft, broken voice, tem-
perate in meat, ufing much exercife, juft ftature,

forma elegantijftma, colore fubrufo, oculis glaucis,

{harp wit, very great memory, constancy in ad-

verfity [andj in felicity, except at laft he yielded,

becaufe almoft forfaken of all ; liberal, impofed

few tributes, excellent foldier and fortunate, wife

and not unlearned. His vices : mild and promif-

ing in adverfity, fierce and hard, and a violator

of faith in profperity ; covetous to his domefticks

and children, although liberal to foldiers and

ftrangers, which turned the former from him ;

loved profit more than juftice ; very luftful, which

likewife turned his fons and others from him. Ro-

famond and the labyrinth at Woodjlock. Not very

religious *
; mortuos milites lugens plus quam vivos

amans ; largus in publico, parens in privato. Con-
ftant in love and hatred, falfe to his word, mo-
rofe, a lover of eafe. Oppreflbr of nobles, ful-

len, and a delayer of juftice ; verbo varius & ver-

futus— Ufed churchmen well after Becket's death ;

3 * Brampton,

charitable
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charitable to the poor, levied few taxes, hated

(laughter and cruelty f. A great memory, and
always knew thofe he once faw.

Very indefatigable in his travels backwards and
forwards to Normandy^ &c. of moft endlefs defires

to increafe his dominions. #• # % % % *
S jfc jfe 4fe 4K jfe ' 'A

Catera dcjidcrantur.

f Ginild.

FINIS.
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